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‘Selfie’ donations had been raised in memory of wife 



Report by Luke Bartlett 


A GRANDFATHER from Dud¬ 
ley has been left devastat¬ 
ed after thieves targeted his 
home, stealing £300 raised for 
a cancer charity. 

Jake Pearson had raised the mon¬ 
ey in memory of his wife, who died 
last year after a five-year battle with 
breast cancer. 

The money had been raised for Cancer Re¬ 
search UK through public donations to a char¬ 
ity box placed outside his Pensnett Road, where 
passers-by can leave a donation if they want to 
take a selfie snap with 
quirky models that 
former lorry driver Mr 
Pearson keeps on his 
drive. 

The thieves also stole 
his late wife’s earrings 
and a credit card 

Mr Pearson, aged 75 
, said: “It’s upsetting. 
I got up and the win¬ 
dows were open and 
the door was unlocked, 
the photograph of my 
granddaughter near the 
fireplace was on the floor. The money has gone 
and the earrings have gone - the money had 
gone out the cupboard, all £300. 

“I must have disturbed them when I came 
down the stairs and put the lights on because 
that’s all they took. 

Dinosaur 

Mr Pearson’s fundraising campaign has been 
based on the generosity of those who have do¬ 
nated in appreciation of his quirky sense of 
humour, having large models of a gorilla and a 
dinosaur outside his home. 

He added that despite the theft last Tuesday 
he still had £200 to give to charity. 

Mr Pearson, who has four grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren, said: “I’ve got two go¬ 
rillas, a dinosaur, a tipper truck and I’m looking 
for a woolly mammoth, all for cancer research.” 



Jake Pearson and 
model gorilla 


CREWS TACKLE SUSPICIOUS BLAZE AT SCHOOL SITE 



Firefighters battled for more than an hour to tackle the blaze in the outbuilding, cause unknown Photo: @FireBrierley 

THIS stark image shows all that remains of Around 10 firefighters tried to save the of Pensnett High School. Two appliances at- 
an outbuilding after a suspected arson attack building as they tackled the intense blaze, tended, one from Dudley and one from Brier- 
on the site of a former high school in Dudley, the cause of which remains unknown. Fire- ley Hill. Two hose reels were used. Crews left 
A blaze ripped through the old forest school fighters used two hose reels to put out what the scene just over an hour later.” 
building at the site Pensnett High School, they described as a severe fire on Saturday A decision to close Pensnett High School 
Brierley Hill. The Tiled House Lane site is evening. was made with effect from July 2010, despite 

now one of the locations used by the post-16 A spokesman for West Midlands Fire Ser- protests from parents. It remained open for 
education department of Pens Meadow Spe- vice said: “We were called at 7.17pm to a two years as a learning centre. The site has 
cial School. severe fire in the forest school outbuilding suffered several arson attacks. 


COURT 

Driver charged 
over wall crash 

A MAN has been charged with drink-driving 
after a car ploughed into a wall in Sedgley. 

Karl Plant, aged 45 of Pine Green, Dud¬ 
ley, will appear at Dudley Magistrates court 
on September 13. 

He is accused of driving a motor vehicle 
when over the alcohol limit. 

It follows an incident in Gospel End 
Road, Sedgley, on Sunday at around 
10.20pm where a vehicle ploughed into a 
wall, causing half of it to topple over. 

Police were called to the scene by 
nearby residents. 


STABBING 

Tougher searches 
after death at club 

A SENIOR councillor says he hopes 
tougher security measures at a Stour¬ 
bridge nightclub where a man died 
after being stabbed will prevent similar 
incidents from happening again. 

Councillor Nicolas Barlow has wel¬ 
comed the use of metal detection 
wands to search customers at Chica¬ 
go’s, which has been allowed to re¬ 
open after the death of Ryan Passey. 

• Searches at nightclub - page 3 


HEALTH 

Ambulance TV 
show ‘great advert’ 

A HARD-HITTING documentary series 
about the life-saving actions of West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance Service has been de¬ 
scribed as a ‘great advert’ by chiefs. 

Ambulance, screened by the BBC on 
Thursdays, provides a ‘behind-the-sirens 
insight’ through the eyes of paramedics in 
the Black Country and Staffordshire. 

• Real life paramedic drama - page 8 
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Court threat over rubbish mountain 



Wall of rubbish at Shaw Road 


A WASTE management company faces 
court action in the wake of failed at¬ 
tempts by an environment watchdog to 
get thousands of tons of rubbish moved 
from a site. 

A mountain of waste, including tyres, 
plastic and industrial materials, towers 
from an yard formerly operated by Row- 
anoak Waste at an industrial estate in 
Shaw Road in Dudley. 

Despite the firm being told to stop 
operating at the site, and to clear up 
the waste, last year, tons of rubbish are 
still there, to the dismay of other nearby 
business owners and residents. 


Dudley North MP Ian Austin has 
even raised the matter in Parliament. 

The Environment Agency has ac¬ 
cepted its previous orders for site clear¬ 
ance have failed and, alongside the 
police, Dudley Council and Her Majes¬ 
ty’s Revenue and Customs, is now pur¬ 
suing court action against Rowanoak 
Waste. 

Steve Rogers, of the Environment 
Agency, said the agency had shut down 
Rowanoak waste site in March 2016 and 
was taking strong enforcement action 
against those who deposited and have 
failed to remove the waste. 


“We understand the concerns of the 
residents and we’re working with the 
landowners to clear the site so that it 
does not fall to the taxpayer,” he said. 

“Although the landowner partially 
cleared the site in June, we have since 
continued to apply pressure for more 
waste to be removed and positive pro¬ 
gress is being made working with a 
range of regulatory partners - Dudley 
Metropolitan Council, West Midlands 
Police, West Midlands Fire and Rescue 
Service and HMRC - to ensure we are 
collectively using every power, including 
court action, to clear this site.” 


Philippines failure 
health trip cost £l9k 


THE trust which runs Russells 
Hall hospital spent £19,000 on a 
trip to the Philippines, which saw 
them recruit just three new staff. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust conducted 115 candidate inter¬ 
views on the trip in April last year but 
almost all of them proved unsuitable. 

A total of 108 candidates were unsuccess¬ 
ful because they failed to pass an English 
language test. 

Dudley UKIP councillor Paul Broth- 
wood said: “I think it’s a sad reflection that 
they need to travel all the way to the Phil¬ 
ippines to hire staff when we have perfectly 
good students here in Britain. 

“It’s a total waste of money but sadly it 
doesn’t surprise me, the public financial 
sector is out of control.” 

But the trust now says its recruitment 
focus would now remain closer to home, 
following the trip to the Far East which 
they described as ‘not successful’. 

Russells Hall Hospital has taken on 60 
nurses and midwives in recent weeks and 
held another recruitment event last week 
that led to ten more staff being hired. 

Dudley Council health boss Rachel Har¬ 
ris, said that the Government’s decision to 
cancel bursaries for nurse training had hit 
the homegrown supply of staff. 

Result 

“The issues that the trust, along with 
other NHS organisations, are facing is the 
direct result of the current lack of our own 
nurses in the system. This is just the start 
of what will be an increasing pressure.” 

Siobhan Jordan, interim chief nurse at 
The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
said: “The £19,000 covered flights and ac¬ 
commodation at competitive rates for the 
recruitment team.” 

He added: “International recruitment is 
no longer a significant part of Trust’s work¬ 
force strategy. We are now focusing on a 
sustainable recruitment plan that aims to 
attract a talented workforce from our own 
local population and the West Midlands.” 


Freemasons open doors to public 



Stourbridge Freemaons secretary Ken Hingley and chairman Alan Payne in their lodge room at the hotel 


THERE’S no secrecy surrounding 
a Freemasons group as it opens its 
lodge doors to the public. 

The free event, which takes place 
on Saturday, September 9, from 
11am to 4pm, at The Talbot Hotel 
in Stourbridge, will see members 
of the Stourbridge Freemasons ex¬ 
plaining what the long-established 


group do and what happens at their 
meetings. 

The opening will celebrate 300 
years since the Premier Grand 
Lodge of England was founded. 

Stourbridge branch, which has 
been around since the 1800s, is one 
of the oldest lodges in the country. 
Members will be revealing some of 


its artefacts and its work, including 
much done for charities. 

Secretary of the Stourbridge 
group Ken Hingley, 73, explained 
what visitors could experience dur¬ 
ing the open day. He said: “They 
can expect to see a lodge room as its 
set up and be able to talk to Free¬ 
masons. It’s not a secret society. 


Horror fatal 
smash on 
notorious 
A449 bend 

A MAN was killed and a baby left fight¬ 
ing for life after a car flipped over in a 
crash at on a notorious bend in the road 
at Penn. 

On Sunday evening a red Peugeot 206 
overturned on the A449 Stourbridge 
Road, Penn, throwing a man and the 
baby from the vehicle. 

Horrified passers-by rushed to help 
after the incident at about 6.30pm with 
one attempting CPR on the man while 
another picked up the crying baby from 
a grass verge. 

Two air ambulances landed in the 
road, near the Miller & Carter restau¬ 
rant, but nothing could be done to save 
the man while the baby was taken to 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital by land 
ambulance. 

The car was travelling towards the 
Wombourne island at the junction of 
Wodehouse Lane. There was another 
man and two women inside the car and 
one is thought to be the victim’s wife. It 
was not yet known if the victim was the 
baby’s father. 

Staffordshire Police said a man has 
been arrested in connection with the 
incident 

It was the second fatal accident to hap¬ 
pen at that spot in less than 10 months, 
following the death of elderly pedestrian 
Frederick Dudley as he crossed the road 
after getting off a bus. 

Gun threat at 
bookmaker's 

POLICE are hunting two robbers who 
threatened staff at a bookmakers in 
Dudley with a gun. 

The crooks, who were wearing boiler 
suits and masks, burst into Betfred in 
Saltwells Road, Netherton, and got away 
with cash. 

West Midlands Police has now issued 
a plea for information from anyone who 
was in the area at the time. The incident 
happened just after 9pm on Monday, Au¬ 
gust 21. 

One of the men was wearing a red 
baseball cap and the pair are believed to 
have left the bookies in a pale blue car. 

Anyone with information should call 
DC Sean Lowe, of West Midlands Police, 
on 101, using extension number 815 
6092, quoting 20DY/178372C/17. 


Kasabian concert 

LEICESTER rockers Kasabian have an¬ 
nounced a 12-date tour including a gig 
at Birmingham Arena on December 8. 
Tickets go on sale for the Fire outfit’s 
Birmingham gig today (Thursday) from 
9.30am, at www.theticketfactory.com or 
by calling 0844 3388222. 
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Quarrel over 
free parking 
exposes Tory 
UKIP divide 

THE introduction of free parking at 
council-run car parks across Dudley 
borough has sparked a row. 

UKIP members have been irritated 
by the Conservative-controlled coun¬ 
cil’s move to bring in an hour’s free 
parking, insisting it will make little 
difference and pushing for two hours 
of free parking instead, as per a previ¬ 
ous trial period. 

UKIP support allowed the Tories to 
take control of Dudley Council in May 
but cracks in the alliance have begun 
to show as UKIP group leader Coun¬ 
cillor Paul Brothwood is irritated that 
they were not consulted on the move. 

No single party has a majority at 
Dudley Council but UKIP lent its sup¬ 
port to the Tories in May to put Con¬ 
servative group boss Patrick Harley 
in charge as council leader. It is not a 
formal coalition. 

Councillor Brothwood said: “With¬ 
out consulting us they reduced it to 
two hours. It is certainly not good 
enough. The trial for two hours was 
very successful and I spoke to traders 
who had seen an increase in footfall.” 

Councillor Harley said the change 
to one hour free parking would make 
up to £500,000 available to tidy up the 
borough. He did not rule out bringing 
in two hours free parking in the fu¬ 
ture. He added: “One hour will be fine 
for the majority of shoppers.” 

The free hour will be introduced on 
October 1. 

Burglars claimed 
they were police 

TWO burglars broke into an elderly 
Dudley woman’s home while she was 
sleeping and then pretended to be po¬ 
lice. 

The 89-year-old was disturbed by 
the men after they forced open the 
back door of her home in the Russells 
Hall area. 

When challenged the intruders told 
her that they were police officers but 
began searching her bedroom. The 
pair fled empty-handed. 

The woman was not physically in¬ 
jured but suffered a panic attack and 
was very shaken by the experience, 
according to West Midlands Police. 

Officers are now appealing for in¬ 
formation following the burglary at 
around 12.40pm on August 2. Three 
white men made off in a grey Audi A3. 


vaping store move 

A VAPING store has relocated to a 
larger store in Brierley Hill. Electro 
Mist has moved from the Merry Hill 
Centre to the Moor Centre, where it 
has taken over the former Boots. 


Reports of shots as man hit by vehicle 



Police blocked Himley Road in Dudley 


A MAN was seriously injured after 
being hit by a car amid reports of 
gunfire as violence flared in a Dudley 
street. 

Armed police descended on Himley 
Road after the 36-year-old suffered 
serious leg injuries and shots were 
heard. 

Neighbours told of a large group of 
men armed with baseball bats, ma¬ 
chetes and golf clubs seen getting out 
of cars and vans at around 7.30pm on 
Thursday. The gunshots were heard 
at around 10pm as a car sped away 
from the scene. 


Around 15 men then gathered near 
a roundabout that joins with Wolver¬ 
hampton Street as police arrived. 

The victim was taken to hospital 
with serious leg injuries but did not 
suffer gunshot wounds and is believed 
to have been the only person hurt. 

Himley Road was closed off for 
forensic teams to comb the area for 
clues. Officers were also out to reas¬ 
sure worried residents. 

Chief Inspector Sean Phillips, in¬ 
cident manager for West Midlands 
Police, said: “Gun crime is a high 
priority for us and we will be work¬ 


ing round the clock to identify who is 
responsible. 

“We urge anyone who was in the 
vicinity, and saw what happened, to 
contact us as soon as possible with 
any information.” 

Ex-soldier Mark Rigg, aged 52, who 
lives nearby, said: “Seven vehicles - 
cars and vans - pulled up and some 
men jumped out with machetes, base¬ 
ball bats and golf clubs, and went up 
to the house. A guy in the car wearing 
a mask started papping his horn and 
they all jumped back into the cars. He 
drove off with the doors still open.” 


Police tell nightclub to 
carry out more searches 


A NIGHTCLUB in Stourbridge that was 
the scene of a fatal stabbing is being 
allowed to open again by licensing 
bosses. This comes after police de¬ 
scribed the search policy at Chicago’s, 
in the town centre, as ‘inadequate’ 
when Ryan Passey, 24, was stabbed. 

Detectives said they had seen no evidence 
from CCTV of anyone being searched en¬ 
tering the club on the night that Mr Passey 
was stabbed but club bosses insist customers 
were searched out of view of the cameras. 

Popular amateur footballer Mr Passey, from 
Quarry Bank, died as a result of the injuries he re¬ 
ceived during the incident inside the club during 
the early hours of Sunday, August 6. 

The nightclub has been told it can re-open but 
ordered to tighten security and will now have to 
use metal detection wands to search customers. Po¬ 
lice they were not satisfied with the previous policy 
of one in six people being searched. 

Aunt 

Mr Passey’s aunt Sue Passey told councillors: “I 
don’t believe they were doing any checks. I also be¬ 
lieve Chicago’s was negligent in its responsibility, 
not only to keep Ryan safe but to keep the public 
safe.” Ms Passey handed a petition signed by 4,000 
people calling for the High Street club to be closed. 

Charles Streeten, on behalf of West Midlands 
Police, said: “The procedures in place were inad¬ 
equate. The police have proposed a series of strin¬ 
gent conditions designed to prevent anything like 
this happening again. Police viewed two hours of 
CCTV and didn’t see anyone being searched.” 

Dudley Council’s licensing committee approved 
several conditions that the club must follow, in¬ 
cluding fire exit alarms to ensure nobody sneaks in. 

James Rankin, on behalf of Deltic, which owns 
Chicago’s, said: “I accept with the benefit of hind¬ 
sight the procedures in place that night were inap¬ 
propriate. But it was appropriate at the time given 
there was no history of offences.” 

Kobe Murray, 19, of The Broadway, Dudley, 
has been charged with murder and remanded in 
custody to appear at Birmingham Crown Court on 
Tuesday. 



Police at the scene the day after 24-year-old Ryan Passey was attacked at Chicago’s night club 



Popular footballer Ryan Passey was stabbed Hundreds attended a vigil to remember Ryan 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Car ends up on 
roof in M5 crash 

FIVE people were treated by medics 
after a three-car smash which saw one 
vehicle end up on its roof on the M5. 

The crash happened just before 
lpm on Saturday on the M5 north 
between junctions three and two in 
the Woodgate Valley area, close to the 
Halesowen junction. 

One person was taken to Sandwell 
hospital following the crash and two 
people suffered minor injuries. 

Two fire crews attended the scene. 
A spokesman from West Midlands 
Fire said: “We were called at 12.51 to 
a three motor vehicle collision on the 
M5 north between junctions three and 
two. One vehicle ended up on its roof.” 

Shopping centre 
deal is refinanced 

THE owner of intu Merry Hill shop¬ 
ping centre has completed a £488 mil¬ 
lion refinancing deal. 

Intu Properties has refinanced a 
loan agreement taken out to enable its 
full ownership of the shopping centre, 
where is is planning a new cinema and 
restaurants. Intu originally bought a 
50 per cent stake in Merry Hill, the 
seventh largest UK shopping centre, 
in March 2014 for £408m from West- 
field. Queensland Investment Corpo¬ 
ration retained the other half until 
intu agreed to acquire the remaining 
50 per cent last year in a £410m deal. 

Motorway misery 
is set to spread 

THE M5 delays misery is set to spread 
to more roads with a series of closures 
planned as part of the long-running 
motorway works. 

Birmingham Road, Park Lane and 
Stone Street, in Oldbury, as well as 
Spon Lane South, in West Bromwich, 
will be closed for periods, it has been 
announced. Temporary traffic lights 
and lane closures are planned. 

The affected roads surround the M5 
and highways bosses say they need to 
be closed at certain times for safety 
reasons as scaffolding is erected and 
later taken down. 

Concern over cars 
speeding on estate 

AN ‘urgent review’ into crashes on a 
Brierley Hill housing estate has been 
called for due to concerns over speed¬ 
ing motorists and pedestrian safety. 

Campaigners say that the Caledonia 
estate has seen increased crashes and 
dangerous driving in recent months. 

A petition launched by the Caledo¬ 
nia Residents’ Association is rapidly 
gaining signatures after more than 
100 motorists were caught speeding 
in just one hour on the estate. 
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YOUR REPLACEMENT 
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We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 



FENSA 



CALL PHIL 
01384 352535 
07973 1I4553 

www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Adults fail to do 
10-minute walks 

MORE than 650,000 adults aged 40 
to 60 in the West Midlands do not 
achieve 10 minutes of continuous 
brisk walking over the course of a 
month, according to a study by Public 
Health England. 

The findings also reveal how life¬ 
styles have changed over time, show¬ 
ing people in the UK are 20 per cent 
less active now than they were in the 
1960s and on average walk 15 miles 
less a year than two decades ago. 

Dr Lola Abudu, director of Health 
and Wellbeing at PHE West Mid¬ 
lands, said: “Inactivity among adults 
contributes to one in six deaths in the 
UK, the same as smoking.” 

Show in woods 
is All About Dogs 

DOGS of all breeds and sizes will be 
in the spotlight during an event at a 
beauty spot in the Black Country. 

All About Dogs is taking place at 
Warley Woods near Smethwick on 
Sunday, September 10. 

The event will include a dog show 
and a demonstration by Guide Dogs at 
The Pavilion, Lightwoods Hill. 

There will also be the chance to 
browse a range of canine-themed 
stalls at the event, which will run from 
11am until 4pm. 

For more information see the web¬ 
site www.warleywoods.org.uk or call 
0121 420 1061. 

Man arrested over 
vehicle theft spree 

A MAN has been arrested in connec¬ 
tion with a series of car thefts across 
the Dudley borough. 

Police said that the suspect was 
being questioned after vehicles were 
stolen in Stourbridge and Brierley 
Hill. The man was arrested at a house 
in Wollaston last week. 

Dudley Police said on their Twitter 
account: “A suspected car thief has just 
arrived in the cells after Dudley Police 
called at his Wollaston home to make 
an arrest.” 

Book celebration is 
really Hobbit forming 

AN Unexpected Birthday celebration 
is being held to celebrate the 80th 
anniversary of the publication of JRR 
Tolkien’s book The Hobbit. 

Tickets are £25 for the event on 
September 9 at 7pm which will feature 
live music, a hog roast, plenty of ale 
and a slice of birthday cake at Sare- 
hole Mill, Hall Green, Birmingham. 

It forms part of the annual Middle 
Earth Festival at the mill on Septem¬ 
ber 9 and 10 from 11am to 5pm. 


Shaz leaps in to help mayor's charities 



Shaz during his charity leap 


DUDLEY’S taxis boss took a different 
method of transport when he jumped 
out of a plane at 10,000ft for charity. 

Chairman of Dudley Private Hire 
Taxi Association Shaz Saleem took 
part in the challenge to help Dudley 
Mind, YMCA and Dudley Alzheimer’s 
Society, which are the Mayor of Dud¬ 
ley’s chosen charities this year. 

Shaz called it an amazing experience 
but promised his mother he would 


never do it again after he safely landed. 
Shaz is one of Mayor Councillor Dave 
Tyler’s borough ambassadors. 

Shaz was snapped falling from the 
sky over Salisbury in Wiltshire, plum¬ 
meting to the ground attached to in¬ 
structor Ryan. 

His original fundraising target was 
£1,000, but that has now been sur¬ 
passed by £!00 with more cash still 
coming in. 


He said: “It was quite scary ahead of 
the challenge. My mother was panick¬ 
ing and she made me promise her not 
to do it again. 

“This is my little contribution as a 
way to say thank you to these chari¬ 
ties who do amazing work. I feel it is 
important to give back something and 
show appreciation.” 

To donate, search for ‘Shaz Saleem’ 
on www.btplc.com/mydonate 


Adi-glass trainers 
add festival sparkle 


By Jamie Brassington 


CINDERELLA may have had 
glass slippers but these train¬ 
ers take ‘glass-wear’ to a 
whole new level. 

This amazing artwork is in the 
Black Country spotlight as part of 
the International Festival of Glass. 

This weekend’s festival was launched 
with a glitzy awards ceremony honour¬ 
ing the country’s leading glass artists. 

The world-renowned festival was 
taking in Stourbridge Glass Quarter 
with artwork of all shapes and sizes on 
show. 

It launched at the Ruskin Glass 
Centre with the opening of the British 
Glass Biennale exhibition - the centre 
piece of the festival which showcases 
artwork from the country’s leading 
glass sculptors. 

The exhibition features work from 
63 artists, whose glass sculptures line 
the bright exhibition space inside the 
Stourbridge centre. Six awards were 
handed out on the night. 

A sculpture featuring a chandelier of 
glass trainers, made by former Univer¬ 
sity of Wolverhampton student Andrew 
Collins, was among the award-winning 
designs. The 37-year-old’s piece, called 
‘Urban Chandelier’ scooped the run¬ 
ners-up student prize. 

Distinctive 

Andrew, from Huddersfield, was able 
to get the distinctive shapes by making 
moulds of the trainers. He was then 
able to blow glass onto these moulds. 
The design features three different 
types of trainers. Each shoe is made 
from glass and is wrapped with gold 
leaf and feature actual laces. 

Artist Joseph Harrington won the 
Biennale prize for his sculpture called 
‘St Helens’, which features two green 
chunks of glass that look like moun¬ 
tains. Among local artists taking part 
was Allister Malcolm, 42, from Penn. 
One of his glass bowls sold for £840. 



Andrew Collins celebrating his award with his sculpture hanging from the ceiling in the exhibition 



With a piece of his work, artist Allister Malcolm, of Penn Exhibition curator Matt Durran at the British Glass Biennale 


700 parents 
can't find 
childcare, 
claim group 

MORE than 700 parents in Dudley 
borough are unable to find a carer for 
their children. 

A report has found that just 318 
childcare providers were found to be 
actively searching for work in Dudley 
in comparison to more than 1,000 par¬ 
ents requiring their services. 

However, council bosses in the bor¬ 
ough have disputed the findings and 
challenged them after the apparent 
crisis was revealed by Childcare.co.uk, 
which compiled its internal data to 
compare the number of parents and 
child carers. 

Councillor Anne Mill ward, cabinet 
member for children’s services at 
Dudley Council, said: “I must admit 
I have never, ever had any calls from 
anybody, had an issue with anyone 
coming to me saying they can’t find 
child care. 

“In the last few years we have had 
a massive increase in private nurser¬ 
ies, in fact, it’s one of the big growth 
areas, so I’m rather surprised that’s 
what they said. 

“I would challenge those figures, 
we have got some excellent Ofsted 
ratings and as I say I have never had 
anybody come to me with a child care 
issue in the borough.” 

The company also claimed that 
Dudley is one of the most in-demand 
places in the UK for childcare provid¬ 
ers. 

The most expensive type of child¬ 
care for Dudley are nannies which 
cost £8.86 an hour, with babysitting 
costing £6.82 on average, nurseries 
£4.02 and childminding at £3.98, ac¬ 
cording to the figures. 


Violent incidents 
at the bookies 

MORE than 100 violent attacks have 
taken place at West Midlands’ book¬ 
makers in the past four years - with 
one in five of the incidents taking 
place in the Black Country. 

Malicious wounding, grievous bod¬ 
ily harm with intent and assault on 
a police officer were some of the of¬ 
fences investigated. 

There has been 110 violent crimes 
at betting shops in the region since 
2014, with 21 in the Black Country. 
Fourteen of the offences were in Wol¬ 
verhampton, four in Walsall, two in 
Sandwell and one in Dudley. 

But Birmingham came top with a 
staggering 83 incidents at the bookies. 
There were six recorded offences in 
Coventry. The figures were revealed 
through a Freedom of Information re¬ 
quest by the Liberal Democrats. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 



Cloudy2Clear Windows.. 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


E 2 


Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 


























5 


More than 
200 homes 
plan at old 
brickworks 

MORE than 200 homes could be built 
at a former brickworks site in King- 
swinford if council planners give the 
scheme the green light. 

Developers Taylor Wimpey have 
submitted an application to Dudley 
Council to build a total of 229 homes 
at the former Ibstock brickwork off 
Stallings Lane. 

The application includes access to 
the site, drainage and landscaping. 

According to the application: “The 
aim of the proposals is to provide a 
new high quality residential devel¬ 
opment that respects and enhances 
the surrounding area and also deliv¬ 
ers benefits to the wider community 
through the provision of new publi- 
cally accessible open space within the 
locality.” 

Clay 

The plan is the latest for the site 
that first had developers apply to take 
it over in October 2016. 

The former application was made 
by Ibstock Brick and Hawkins, on the 
site which was formerly used for clay 
extraction and brick manufacturing. 

The 18.8 acre site is bounded by 
Stallings Lane, the B4175, to the 
south, on the opposite site of which is 
the Pensnett Trading Estate. 

It is also close to the Himley View 
residential development, which com¬ 
prises of approximately 335 dwellings. 


Trial date after 
murder bid denied 

A MAN has denied attempting to kill 
a woman following a stabbing in Dud¬ 
ley. Ralph Foster, 55, from Bayswater 
Road, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of attempted murder and section 18 
wounding with intent to cause GBH. 
He appeared at Stafford Crown Court. 

The charges relate to an incident at 
Himley Hall just before 8pm on July 
16 which saw a 30-year-old woman 
and her eight-year-old son taken to 
hospital.The woman suffered multi¬ 
ple stab wounds and the boy had an 
arm injury. 

Foster denied further charges of ag¬ 
gravated vehicle taking, possession of 
a bladed item in a public place and in¬ 
terfering with a motor vehicle. He will 
stand trial at Stafford Crown Court on 
January 15. 


Grand club move 

DUDLEY-BASED Lawrence Cleaning 
is the latest company to join Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre’s Business 
Club. The cleaning company will be 
using membership for corporate en¬ 
tertaining and to treat staff members. 


Drug dealer is locked up after chase 


A DRUG dealer from Tividale who led police on a 
high-speed chase, narrowly missing a family cross¬ 
ing a road, has been jailed for four years. 

Leon Robinson drove a Ford Focus at speeds of up 
to 79mph, going through red lights, mounting pave¬ 
ments and being on the wrong side of the road on a 
weekday afternoon in Tipton. But his three-minute 
attempt to escape police came to an end when he 
lost control on a corner, just avoiding pedestrians 
crossing the road. 

Police recovered heroin and crack cocaine, with 
a combined street value of £1,000, which had been 
thrown out of the vehicle by a female passenger. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court, Recorder Roger 
Evans jailed 30-year-old Robinson, of Hill Road, for 


four years for seven offences, including dangerous 
driving. 

Robinson pleaded guilty at an earlier hearing to 
supplying cocaine, crack, heroin and cannabis be¬ 
tween February 1 and September 1 last year. 

He also admitted possession of heroin and crack 
with intent to supply on August 31 last year, the 
same day he was stopped following the police chase. 

Mr Edward Soulsby, prosecuting, said: “Drugs 
were seized and his phone researched. It showed 
through the year he had been dealing crack cocaine, 
heroin and cannabis.” 

On September 14 last year, Robinson was again 
found in possession of drugs, this time with a street 
value of £970 along with £120 in cash. 


Defending Robinson, Ms Caroline Harris, said the 
defendant had turned to offending in a bid to get out 
of debt, a result of his frequent cannabis use. 

She provided a letter to Recorder Roger Evans 
from Robinson’s employer which referred to him as 
a competent plasterer who was a valued member of 
the team. 

Ms Harris added: “He is a long-term drug user 
who has taken cannabis everyday from the age of 
14. He has got into debt and has tried to get himself 
out of it.” 

Robinson was also disqualified from driving for 
three years. Charges of driving without insurance 
and not in accordance with a licence were laid on 
file. 


£10,000 plea to make 
landmark theatre safe 


A FUNDRAISING mission to raise 
£10,000 towards the restoration 
of a landmark theatre in the Black 
Country has been launched. 

It comes as Dudley Hippodrome cam¬ 
paigners say ‘a few hurdles’ have been 
put in the way of their bid to bring the 
beloved building back to life as a venue, to 
be renamed Black Country Hippodrome. 

A crowdfunding page - called Restore the 
wonderful Dudley Hippodrome - was set up by 
The Black Country Hippodrome group. Funds 
are urgently needed for essential work. 

In recent months a major clean-up of the 
building has taken place inside and out by a 
15-strong team at the Castle Hill building, 
which has stood empty since 2009. 

A statement on the fundraising page reads: 
“We urgently need to raise funds for essential 
asbestos surveys to be carried out and removal 
works to be completed to ensure that the vol¬ 
unteers and workmen can continue to clean 
and begin restoring what is an important part 
of our Black Country Heritage. 

Asbestos 

“The task of cleaning up the Hippodrome is 
obviously massive and is 100 per cent reliant 
on volunteers at this stage who cannot risk 
their lives going into what is potentially an 
unsafe environment, with loose ceiling tiles, 
hanging light fittings and most seriously of all 
- asbestos. 

“We want to see the Hippodrome restored 
and opened to the public as a multi-purpose 
arts venue, not only for people of the West 
Midlands but from across the country. Being 
centrally located, and just a stone’s throw from 
the ever-popular Black Country Museum and 
Dudley Castle, the Hippodrome is uniquely 
placed to offer both local people and visitors 
not only a wide range of entertainment, but a 
step back in time.” 

The group must raise around £5 million to 
ensure the plans can go ahead. 

The theatre hosted such stars as Laurel and 
Hardy, Max Miller, Ken Dodd, Norman Wis¬ 
dom and Tommy Cooper during its heyday. 


Misty the go inspires another tail 



Author Dave Robertson with Misty and his popular children’s books in which his pet dog is the star 


A BORDER collie named Misty 
has inspired a series of children’s 
books with the next tale due to be 
published later this year. 

Dave Robertson, who lives in 
Hinksford, near Kingswinford, 
put pen to paper three years ago 
while recuperating from a heart 
attack. The former engineer hwas 
inspired by his beloved 11-year- 


old dog Misty for the first in a se¬ 
ries of books. 

Dognapped, about a quartet of 
canines and their narrowboat ad¬ 
ventures, was one of 12 finalists in 
the children’s book section of the 
national People’s Book Prize. 

“I was pleased just to be nom¬ 
inated. It meant a lot that I was 
put forward for it,” said Mr Rob¬ 


ertson, 61, chairman of the Cas¬ 
tle Writers group which meets at 
Dudley Library. 

Dognapped was followed by In 
the Doghouse, published in Janu¬ 
ary, and third book, On the Dog 
Walk, will be published on No¬ 
vember 28. 

For more information see www. 
mistybooks.net 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

More backing call 
to save old house 

MORE objections have been lodged 
over plans to knock down an historic 
house in the Black Country. 

Dozens have contacted Dudley 
Council insisting Hatherton Lodge in 
Cradley - once home to famous chain- 
maker Noah Hingley - needs to be 
saved from proposed demolition. 

The once-grand Victorian property 
has fallen into disrepair but cam¬ 
paigners believe it should only be sold 
to someone willing to refurbish it. 

Council planners are considering 
plans to demolish the building in 
Drews Holloway and replace it with 
seven homes. 

Welder is college's 
apprentice winner 

AN apprentice at The Alan Nuttall 
Partnership,has been awarded Dudley 
College’s 16-18 Apprentice of the Year 
award for manufacturing and engi¬ 
neering. 

Jaime Ward, aged 17, has worked 
for Nuttall since the start of this year 
as an apprentice fabricator welder. 

She will be presented with the 
award at the college’s annual student 
celebration this month. 

The Dudley-based interior fit out 
and display specialist has been com¬ 
mitted to training and development 
throughout its 51 years in business. 

First vegan fair 
attracts 1,500 

A BLACK Country town’s first vegan 
fair got off to a good start with more 
than 1,500 people attending. 

The Vegan Health and Lifestyle 
event took place at Stourbridge Town 
Hall. It featured more than 40 stalls 
selling food and other items free from 
animal products. There were also 
talks and films about veganism. 

Organiser Katrin Winstanley said: 
“A lot of volunteers worked very hard 
to promote the fair but the attendance 
was even higher than expected.” 

Almost £1,200 was raised for Hill- 
fields Animal Sanctuary. 

Networking brunch 
at the Beacon Centre 

THE Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce’s next Chamber Brunch Net¬ 
works event is taking place in Sedgley 
on Tuesday. 

It is being held at the Beacon Centre 
for the Blind, Wolverhampton Road 
East, from 10am to 12 noon. 

There will be networking and a 
chance to learn about the work of the 
centre, which began in 1875 as the 
Wolverhampton Society for the Blind. 

It is £20 for non-members. 


BLINDS 

DUDLEY - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! / AO 

3 child safe V MX 
verticals w\3 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


(ife/tijle Window/ 

“Trad/men not fale/men” 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 


hi 

; 15 



•± Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.com 

Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 


Denture Care Clinic 


• Providing a personal and discreet service 

• Be confident with your new hand crafted unique smile 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise 
your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget 



DENTURES 


COPY 

DENTURES 


NATURAL 

LOOKING 


DENTURE 

REPAIR 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Lee Torrington 01384 468 648 

CDT Royal College of Surgeons England RDT w " ww ■ wtw 

3a BLACKBERRY LANE, HALESOWEN, B63 4NX 


D Find us on: 

facebook 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Exams? No 
really it’s 
advice that 
is failing 

GIVING advice to parents of teenagers 
whose exam results weren’t what they 
would have hoped, psychologist Elle 
Boag of Birmingham City University says 
the worst possible thing they could say is: 
“You have done your best.” 

Really? That’s the very worst thing a 
parent can say? Because I would have 
thought “You’re a failure, you’ve let us all 
down, it’s time you moved out, and we’ve 
booked you a room at the YMCA” would 
give it a very decent run for its money. 

Apparently, telling children they have 
done their best implies that their best isn’t 
good enough, that they got the grades 
they deserved. She suggests it is more 
helpful to simply say: “It is what it is.” 

Well, I’m sorry, but I can’t think of any 
circumstances where it is acceptable to 
say “It is what it is”. What, exactly does 
it mean? It is just a jumble of words con¬ 
structed into what passes for a sentence. 
It is a hateful, pointless cliche that has 
crept into common vocabulary over the 
past few years. It is one short step away 
from “We are where we are.” 

If somebody said “It is what it is” to 
console me, it would be tempting to re¬ 
ply: “I might have failed my exams, I 
might have failed in life, I have probably 
sentenced myself to a lifetime of drudg¬ 
ery. But at least I can string a sentence 
together without sounding like a reject 
from a late-night reality TV series.” 

For some reason, I don’t usually get 
much sympathy. 


nnn 


OUR hospitals are at breaking point, 
squeezed in a perfect storm of an age¬ 
ing population, expensive treatments and 
squeezed public finances. At least that’s 
what we’re always told. 

So you would think NHS bigwigs would 
roll out the red carpet for a few commu¬ 
nity-minded lads who dressed up in silly 
outfits for a sponsored bed push, raising 
£2,500 for their local hospital. 

Instead Jan Ditheridge, the chief exec¬ 
utive of the NHS Trust which runs Lud¬ 
low hospital, refused to accept the mon¬ 
ey, because the men did the bed push 
dressed up as female nurses. Ms Dith¬ 
eridge thought it “inappropriate, highly 
sexualised, and demeaning.” 

Now I think it takes a very vivid imag¬ 
ination to view 10 burly lads dressed up 
as Hattie Jacques as “highly sexualised”, 
but each to their own. 

Still, I suppose she should be congrat¬ 
ulated to sticking to her principles. Even 
to the cost of the patients she is sup¬ 
posed to serve. 


Charles royally backed as we reach THAT anniversary 



Charles the cherishable? Can the nation 
get behind their next monarch? 


Dame Helen Ghosh - not really maintaining 
the trust of middle England’s twin set set 




Diana - 20 years on, but aren’t we all a little 
weary of the ongoing hype over her death 


Long live king, but 
leave Diana in Deacf 


AFTER an opinion poll this week revealed public 
disappointment with Prince Charles, the Wind¬ 
sor spin-machine rolled out Dickie Arbiter, for¬ 
mer Palace press secretary to tell the nation: “It 
is time we learnt to cherish him.” Well, maybe 
it is. But the snag with Charles in his up-and- 
down relationship with us plebs is that just when 
we’re about to cherish him, he does something 
uncherishable. 

TAKE his affair with Camilla which led to the 
break-up of his marriage and, ultimately, the 
death of his sons’ mother. Arbiter insists: “To 
chastise the Prince unendingly for his relation¬ 
ship with Camilla is deeply unfair. If anything, 
he will be a modern king, with a deeper trove 
of life experience, because of it.” Really? So 
cheating on Diana will make Charles a better 
king? Whatever we may think about HRH, does 
anyone cherish Dickie Arbiter? 

THE good people of Cromer will no doubt be 
reassured that the invasion, riots, rampaging 
mobs, blatant theft, road blocking and general 
thuggishness that forced their little east-coast 
resort into lockdown at the weekend was, ac¬ 
cording to the police, merely “low-level disor¬ 
der.” You can’t help wondering whether the 
cops would have used that description if it had 
happened in, say, the chief constable’s front 
garden. 

“LOW level.” I can’t recall weasel words ever 
being quite so weasely. And despite two days of 
anarchy, anguish and distress, not a single ar¬ 
rest was made. If this outrage had been caused 
by football fans or motorbike gangs, would the 
police response have been the same? Of course 
not. They would have turned up mob-handed 
and the cells would be full. So why the “low-lev- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


el” approach? Possibly because those involved 
were travellers The courts have ruled that some 
travellers are a separate ethnic group and you 
can’t help feeling that when the word “ethnic” 
crops up, the authorities like to look the other 
way. That restaurant being invaded by 40 burly 
blokes stealing booze from the fridge? It’s just 
low-level disorder. Nothing to see here, folks. 

AFTER a season steeped in controversy over 
Gay Pride badges, altered flapjack recipes and 
dropping the “Easter” from egg hunts, National 
Trust head Dame Helen Ghosh admits she may 
have alienated “some of our perhaps more tra¬ 
ditional visitors.” She still doesn’t get it, does 
she? Ghosh seems to imply that “traditional” 
visitors are some cranky minority within the NT. 
The truth is that if you take away the traditional 
folk, there is no National Trust. In the main it is 
supported, staffed and visited by over-50s, mid¬ 
dle-class English people whose only interest is 
to see grand old houses and beautiful gardens. 
They are not some radical hip-hop, happening 
youth group and they don’t like being made to 
feel uncomfortable about sex, racism or slav¬ 
ery. If NT folk were asked how NT properties 
could be improved, they would probably opt for 
a good cup of tea and more lavatories, not a 
lecture on Gay Pride. 

JUDGING by the funniest one-liners at the 
Edinburgh Festival this week, you can only con¬ 
clude that funny isn’t as funny as it used to be. 


DOES anyone seriously believe that up to a 
dozen young Muslim men and the local imam 
spent six months planning a major bomb attack 
at their headquarters in the little Spanish town 
of Ripoll and nobody suspected anything? Pull 
the other one. It reminds me of the Troubles in 
Northern Ireland. Only a tiny percentage of the 
Catholic community were IRA guerillas. But for 
every IRA gunman there were dozens of folks 
who would never dream of informing the cops. 
A survey among British Muslims for Channel 4 
last year revealed that while 96 per cent were 
against terrorist violence, only 34 per cent 
would inform the police if they thought some¬ 
body they knew was getting involved with peo¬ 
ple who support terrorism in Syria. And in Rip¬ 
oll? One resident told the world’s media: “We 
are in a state of shock.” I dare say some are 
more shocked than others 

I WROTE about a colleague who took his 
three-year-old daughter through a car wash 
and told her it was Alton Towers. It reminded 
a reader of deception at the dinner table one 
Christmas during the austere 1940s. The par¬ 
ents thought the roast would fool the kids but 
one of them noticed that the “chicken” had four 
legs. A rabbit. 

THE irony now is that chicken is everyday 
nosh while rabbit has become a delicacy. 

YES, it was a terrible tragedy and yes, she 
was a good dresser. But it was 20 years ago and 
I cannot be the only one to have reached Di- 
ana-exhaustion on this over-hyped anniversary. 
We have seen and heard quite enough author¬ 
ised and unauthorised tapes, gossip, video and 
books. Can the nation cope with another ‘Diana 
- Queen of Style’ supplement? I think not. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Nothing 
jersonal, 
Dutthis 
is too far 

IN these times of social media frenzy, 
we’re all supposed to have as many 
‘friends’ as possible, or at least ‘likes’. 

But what about the people who don’t 
want to join in the self-congratulatory 
mutual appreciation society that has such 
a tight grip on the internet? 

And what if you can’t find anyone to be 
your friend? 

As usual, Talking Point can come to 
your rescue, and in this case the solution 
is very often right under your nose. 

I refer to the personification of such 
items as documents, motor vehicles and 
even kitchenware. As our world becomes 
ever more touchy-feely (without the ac¬ 
tual physical contact, of course) it would 
appear that it’s not enough for instruc¬ 
tions and terms and conditions to remain 
plain and simple. No, they have to be giv¬ 
en a personality all of their own. 

Take for example this message on a 
receipt: “I’m important please keep me 
safe - you need me for collection!” Is it 
a cry for help or, as the exclamation mark 
suggests, a nudge in the ribs to remind 
the customer to take it with them to the 
shop? And don’t you dare think you can 
get away with not acknowledging your re¬ 
cently acquired friend, as this instruction 
shows: “Say hello to your new contact¬ 
less card”. So, all of a sudden, a piece of 
plastic takes on a life of its own. 

Passers-by can’t escape this patronis¬ 
ing drivel either. Just consider this com¬ 
mand, spotted on the forecourt of a car 
dealership: “Take me home with you to¬ 
day”. What, without paying for the car, or 
even inquiring within? 

To cap it all (no pun intended) the most 
excruciating of all were the care and use 
instructions for a food container: “Wash 
me first before you use me, please, I can 
either be washed in the dishwasher (top 
rack only) or in warm, soapy water.” 

It’s the “top rack only” directive that 
gets me, as if the container will be watch¬ 
ing your every move when it comes to 
washing the damn thing, although it does 
say “please”. I’m all for getting an impor¬ 
tant message across in the most effective 
way but surely this latest form of commu¬ 
nication has gone too far. 

Not only is it irritating, it’s also making 
fools of us for assuming that we don’t no¬ 
tice how widespread it has become. 

Mind you, I think it’s only fair to give 
that food container one more moment of 
glory: “Ensure I’m thoroughly dried after 
being washed.” 

At least it stops short of saying “and 
then tuck me up nicely in the cupboard”. 
Now, reader, say goodbye to Talking 
Point for another week. Bye bye Talking 
Point. “Bye bye reader”. 

STEVE PARLETT 


Hotpoint Whirlpool Zanussi Sony White Knight Electrolux 


Deliver, Connect and Collect 
Old Machine £25 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 


B Like us on: 

facebook 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 



• Romans • Pleated 


• Conservatory Roof Blinds 



• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


Hotpoint Whirlpool Zanussi Sony White Knight Electrolux 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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it was only a bit of fun fundraising 

t/IEN have been Dortravina there is always one. I cannot believe The only people who volunteered t( 


MEN have been portraying 
women for centuries. Shake¬ 
speare would not have got far 
with his plays without them, 
as all his female leads were 
played by young boys with 
high pitched voices. 

There is a dame in every panto¬ 
mime and it is how Les Dawson, Paul 
O’Grady, The Two Ronnies and many 
more made a living. 

It’s entertainment, it makes people 
laugh, well most of them at least, sadly 


there is always one. I cannot believe 
that Jan Ditheridge, chief executive to 
Ludlow Hospital, has seriously refused 
to take money collected for the NHS 
Trust because it was collected by men 
dressed as nurses. 

Highly sexualized? Don’t think so. I 
can’t imagine men finding any of these 
‘nurses’ attractive no matter how sexy 
they tried to dress. 

I would be interested to see how 
many of the nurses at Ludlow Hospital 
found it demeaning as she claimed it 
was, it only served to highlight nurses 
not take away respect for them. 


only people who volunteered to 
look idiots to begin with were the men 
themselves, sadly, Jan Ditheridge has 
made herself look even sillier than 
they. 

I just hope her stupid decision has 
not dampened anyone else’s spirits 
when they come to do any more fund¬ 
raising. 

People donate when they are having 
fun. I doubt men in collars and ties 
would have raised £2,500. 

Well done boys. 

JENNY JAMES 

Wordsley 


Batteries 
store up 
problems 

THE future is electric but 
I don’t know where all this 
extra ‘juice’ is going to come 
from. 

But rather than bore you 
with my apocalyptic fore¬ 
casts on energy, I will bring 
you up to date on why these 
thoughts were prompted. 

I had to take my better 
half to the doctors, and ar¬ 
riving on time like I always 
have, I was deemed half 
an hour early even though 
my appointment card said 
16:30, so we had to wait 
until 17:00. So I put on 
my car radio and, thinking 
about the climate, I did not 
run my engine. My wife 
came out I turned the key - 
flat battery. 

So I called the RAC and 
we got the car started but 
that’s not the end, the en¬ 
gineer told me whenever 
I have the radio on to run 
my engine. So I have to now 
wonder in this brave new 
age of the electric car, can 
we have a battery that lasts 
longer than a AAA battery 
to run my in-car radio? 

S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 


dudley.chrons@ 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Thanks for kind 
acts at supermarket 

COULD I give thanks to the person, unknown to me, who 
kindly handed in my bag in to Sainsbury’s in Blackheath, 
after I’d inadvertently left it outside on the bench? 

Such honesty is becoming rarer these days, sadly. 

If not for this person’s honesty I would have been with¬ 
out my money, smartphone, newish glasses for computer 
lessons and house keys. 

And, most importantly, my dog Rory would have been 
still waiting for me to return to the house that day, later 
on in the afternoon, to feed him tea! 

I’d also like to say thank you also to Sainsbury’s and the 
Brookfleet cab taxi driver for their help, I’ve asthma. 

J ADAMS 

Rowley Regis 


Experts are 
up in cloud 
cuckoo land 

I think, our supposed trans¬ 
port experts are living in 
cloud cuckoo land when 
they very misleadingly in¬ 
sist that ‘mainline services’ 
can still be returned to the 
Black Country Railway af¬ 
ter slow, frequent stopping, 
‘bus on rails’ trams have 
first gone on only 6.7km 
of the existing but un¬ 
used 56kms of the 120kms 
mainline railway between 
Worcester, the Black Coun¬ 
try and Derby. 

I think, many Black 
Country patriots would 
want to join me in flooding 
Councillor Roger Lawrence 
(labourleadersoffice@wol- 
verhampton.gov.uk) and 
Mayor, Andy Street (andy@ 
andy4wm.co.uk), with the 
sensible request that they 
should return the freight 
and passenger trains to the 
full 120kms and put the ‘bus 
on rails’ trams on roads to 
replace buses - not trains. 
And, per kilometre, at a 
fraction of the cost, too - at 
least, one fifth! 

TIM WELLER 

Halesowen 




FIREPLACES FROM WORCESTER MARBLE-ELGIN & HALL - BE MODERN 

MANUFACTURED IN THE ENGLISH COUNTRYSIDE MADE TO ANY SIZE 

SO YOUR FIREPLACE IS TRULY BESPOKE 



GAS FIRES from 
VALOR 
WILDFIRE 
FLAVEL 

ROBINSON - WILLEY 
BE MODERN 
ELGIN & HALL 

WE ARE A VALOR CENTRE 



ELECTRIC FIRES from 
DIMPLEX 
VALOR 
EVONIC 
PUREGLOW 
BE MODERN 
ELGIN & HALL 


Fitting Service Available 


The Fireplace Studio 

Alderwood Precinct, Northway, Sedgley DY3 3QY, 
(next to the Cabin Public House) 01902 662796 

OPENING TIMES 

Monday - Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Sunday Closed 




Vertical Blinds 
Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds 
Pleated Blinds 
Roman Blinds 
Perfect Fit Blinds 
Plantation Shutters 
Conservatory Blinds 
Motorised Blinds 
Awnings 
Canopies 

FREE No Obligation Measure Service \ FREE Installation 
Visit our newly refurbished showroom. 

Can’t get to us? Give us a call and we’ll come to you! 


^ka\w 
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AVAILABLE ON SEPTEMBER 


— Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Guardian 


ULTIMATE 

SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 


We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the 
installation has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring. 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
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QUALITY 

KITCHEN 

FACELIFTS 


A fresh approach 
to a new kitchen 




why replace whew 
you cu\a rtface? 


• Trusted reputation 



• Made to measure custom-built doors and units 


• Door swaps to full kitchens - tailored to your needs 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 

View our credentials on 

ChwfeaU-ld-C ::im || 

Call Gary For a Free Estimate 

01384 466991 dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 

26 Lower High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 


DREAM DOORS 8 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


Paramedics' dramatic 
actions shown on IV 



Terry is given treatment on his living room floor after going into cardiac arrest 



This family in Stourbridge celebrated the birth of their baby boy on television 


THE inspirational actions of 
paramedics tending to pa¬ 
tients in the West Midlands 
have been screened on TV. 

The dramatic and graphic foot¬ 
age shows the life-saving inter¬ 
vention crews made to a 75-year- 
old grandfather in Rowley Regis 
who went in to cardiac arrest. 

And the documentary, called Am¬ 
bulance, also aired the heart-warming 
moments a high-risk expectant mother 
from Stourbridge give birth to her son 
in her bedroom. 

The first episode of the eight-part 
series which was shown on the BBC 
last week promising a ‘behind the si¬ 
rens insight’, centred around West 
Midlands Ambulance Service, which is 
one of the busiest services in the coun¬ 
try dealing with 3,000 calls a day. 

Advised 

Terry Billingham went into cardiac 
arrest at his home in Rowley Regis, at 
8.30pm on March 11. 

His wife Joan made a desperate call 
to 999 and was advised how to give 
him CPR by the call handler. Mean¬ 
while, paramedics Katie Linford and 
Sarah Watson were dispatched from 
around five miles away and arrived at 
the home within minutes. 

The documentary captures their he¬ 
roic actions in trying to revive Terry 
on the living room floor, ironically 
while Casualty is on the television in 
the background. 

After he had been in cardiac arrest 

for an agonising 26 minutes they man¬ 
aged to get a pulse, to the visible relief 
of his wife Joan looking on. 

For Katie, it was one of the rare 
occasions she has witnessed a patient 
survive a cardiac arrest. She said: “I 
get nervous. I try and keep it under 
wraps but deep down this person’s life 


is in your hands and it is your respon¬ 
sibility not to get it wrong. 

“Programmes on TV and reality are 
quite different things.” 

The previous day a crew had to 
attend a home in Stourbridge to a 
25-year-old woman in advanced la¬ 
bour. Paramedics considered transfer¬ 


ring the expectant mother, who was 
considered high-risk. 

But they made the decision to de¬ 
liver at the home and the baby arrived 
healthy and happy. 

Paramedic Natalie Greaves said: 
“What a privilege. To pass a baby to 
their mum is just lovely.” 


SANDWELL COLLEGE 

ESOL FOR ADUUS - ENROLMENT MVS 


FRIDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 10AM-4PM & SATURDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 10AM-2PM 

@ SANDWELL COLLEGE, CENTRAL CAMPUS, 1 SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH B70 6AW 
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GAIN QUALIFICATIONS 
IMPROVE YOUR WORK PROSPECTS 
FIND OUT ABOUT LIFE IN THE UK 



WE’RE NEXT TO THE BUS & METRO STATIONS IN WEST BROMWICH 

0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 


ENROL NOW 


Ofsted 

Good 

Provider 
























Mammoth attraction 
gets new home by canal 



Sarah Fellows with Fluffy the woolly mammoth at The Portal in Dudley 

Express views at forums 


AN ENOURMOUS visitor 
has pride of place at a Black 
County attraction until next 
spring. 

Fluffy, a stuffed woolly mam¬ 
moth, has been taken in by Dud¬ 
ley Canal Trust and is not far off 
touching the ceiling of their canal- 
side Birmingham New Road base, 
The Portal. 

Housed in the Biffa Award Gallery, 
visitors can meet Fluffy - previously 
housed at the now closed down Dud¬ 
ley Museum & Art Gallery - for free, 
seven days a week from 10am until 
5pm. 

Sarah Fellows, the trust’s heritage 
activities officer, said: “Fluffy the 
mammoth used to live at Dudley Mu¬ 
seum & Art Gallery, and when that 
shut he went out to Bilston Craft Gal¬ 
lery as a part of a pre-historic exhibi¬ 
tion along with dinosaurs and things 
like that. 

Extinct 

“He is not due to go out to Worces¬ 
ter City Art Gallery and Museum 
until April next year, so we offered to 
temporarily home Fluffy until he goes 
there. We’ve given him a home - a roof 
over his head.” 

Complete with masses of fur, huge 
hooves and tusks - Fluffy truly is a 
sight to behold, and those who go to 
meet him at the trust’s headquarters 
will be able to find information on 
woolly mammoths, which became ex¬ 
tinct 15,000 years ago. 

Ms Fellows said: “It’s free to visit 
and people are encourage to take as 
many mammoth selfies as they like. 
Around 10,000 to 15,000 years ago, 
they would have been living here in 
Dudley and there’s information on 
what they were like.” 


PEOPLE in Dudley borough have 
been urged to share their views at 
community forums about ways of im¬ 
proving the area. 

The next round of the Dudley Coun¬ 
cil-run meetings will be held from 
September 4 to October 2. People can 
meet with local councillors and police 
officers. Forums also offer community 
groups the chance to bid for grants of 
up to £5,000 for projects. 


Councillor Patrick Harley, leader 
of Dudley Council, said: “Making de¬ 
cisions that are right for local people, 
and the borough as a whole, is key and 
that’s why we want to put local peo¬ 
ple at the heart of the decision-making 
process. It’s more important than ever 
before for people to come along and 
talk to us. 

For a list of the upcoming forums 
visit the dudley.gov.uk website. 


CHANGES ARE COMING 
TO PLANNING IN DUDLEY 



A NUMBER OF PLANNING PROCESSES IN 
DUDLEY ARE CHANGING... 


* Quicker, simpler and easier planning approval for home extensions 

* New processes for planning enforcement/appeals 

* Receive direct emails when a neighbour applies for planning 
with My Alerts 

* Charges now apply for pre-application advice 


COMING OCTOBER 2 

DETAILS OF THE CHANGES CAN BE FOUND ON THE 
PUNNING PAGES AT WWW.DUDLEY.GOV.UK 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


Y 
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HOICE 1 


ATHROOMS 


YOUR CHOICE... FOR A BETTER BATHROOM 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We want YOUR CHOICE to be us... 





”§§8 


“ Our company is owned and run by 
local tradesmen meaning the work 
is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low 
as possible in order to keep within 
the budgets of retired, disabled and 
working families which make up 
95% of our customers ” 


• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle with 
low level tray • 15 SQM Wall Tiles 
• Tiled Floor • Replacement 
Shower • New Basin & WC 
• All Rubbish Removed 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
HOME VISIT & ON THE SPOT PRICE 
WITHIN 48 HRS OF YOUR CALL 


8*A 


THIS WEEKS 

'bathroom special 


Are you having problems getting in and out 
of your Bath? We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level round, square 
or oblong cubicle and tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower. 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail. 

ALL FOR ONLY 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 

TELEPHONE: 01384 287222 

Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 

Showroom also at: Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WVI I ITW. 01902 861908 
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Brierley Hill Bathrooms 



Special help for the disabled 
and elderly 

Baths removed and shower 
cubicle, seat, shower and tiles 
tom, installed 

XI/950 


Large Showroom • Helpful Staff • Free Survey 



Taskforce will combat 
off-road bike menace 

AN emergency service task- 
force has been set up to 
tackle the menace of off-road 
bikers in the Black County. 

West Midlands Police has joined 
forces with Sandwell Council and 
West Midlands Fire Service to 
stamp out disruptive behaviour in 
parks and open space across the 
borough. 

The partnership was unveiled at 
Warrens Hall Park in Dudley where 
it was revealed that the taskforce will 
use Fire Brigade Response Vehicles to 
catch nuisance off-road bikers, fly-tip¬ 
pers and people starting grass fires. 

The 4x4s will allow members of 
the team to gain access to areas that 
standard vehicles cannot reach. 

Haden Cross fire watch commander 
Jason Jew said: “When our crews 
come out and attack these issues, such 
as grass and fly-tipping fires, we’re 
also trying to address instances of an¬ 
ti-social behaviour involving off-road 
motorcycles. 

Threat 

“Obviously, off-road motorcycles 
pose a threat to my crews that are at¬ 
tending these fires and tackling these 
fires but also any people that are actu¬ 
ally using the parks - dog walkers and 
cyclists. It’s an emerging risk not only 
in Warrens Hall Park, we’ve got issues At the launch at Warrens Hall park were Rachael Myers, Councillor Elaine Costigan, 



01384 484088 

10/11 Garratt Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JU 


www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 


in Wednesbury, which is Friar Park, 
we’ve got issues in Tipton.” 

Off-road bikers have also been caus¬ 
ing a nuisance for residents at Worces¬ 
ter Road, Netherton, in recent weeks. 

The partnership aims to ease the 
workload of West Midlands Police, 
helping the force to identify those 
causing problems and to impound off¬ 
road scramblers. 


The pilot scheme will run until Oc¬ 
tober. If it is successful, plans have 
been made for it to be rolled out every 
year. 

Jason Brunt, sales manager at 
Streetbike in Halesowen, was at the 
launch of the initiative. He said: “ 
“Anybody who is a proper motor¬ 
cyclist will be taking off-rode bikes 
to proper off-road centres around the 


Midlands and there’s plenty of them 
within easy reach, so there’s no need 
to come to places like this.” 

Inspector Gavin Peever, from 
Sandwell Police, said: “Working along¬ 
side our partners we are committed to 
tackling the issue of off-road bikes. We 
understand the nuisance they cause 
for communities and we are carrying 
out regular activities to combat this.” 



DW Windows 080^9^90969 

BUILT ON QUALITY, AFFORDABILITY AND RELIABILITY www.dwwindOWS.CO.uk 

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A HONEST, RELIABLE COMPANY with the best 
prices and customer service, with no pushy sales people then give us a call. 



Windows 




This is what a few of our 
customers say about us... 

“We found DW Windows an extremely professional com¬ 
pany, we invited the salesman round to the house and he 
was lovely, no pressure to buy whatsoever. The quote he 
gave was very competitive and much cheaper than the 
other company we had round to quote.” 

_ _ Wayne Fellows Rowley Regis 

Dear Dave, 

“We would like to say how pleased we are with the new 
windows. Your fitters were very good in every way. They 
were professional and their work was of a high standard.” 

Mr Challenor, Swan Bank, Penn 


Why choose DW Windows? 

• We’re a family run business, so customers still get 
the personal touch 

• Our quotes are Free, so we can help you plan your 
project without any cost or obligation 

• No pushy salesmen, we like to deal with our 
customers on a friendly no pressure basis 

• Our fitters are NOT sub contractors, so we can 
ensure our workmanship is second to none 

• Our quality is exceptional, we use the best products 
on the market, giving customers the latest most 
secure and energy efficient products around 

• Trading for over 10 years, so you can be sure we are 
not here today and gone tomorrow 

• One of the best showrooms in the Midlands, so 
customers have a massive selection to see before 
they buy 

• We pride ourselves on a brilliant aftersales service, 
so customers get a worthwhile guarantee which 

is another reason most of our work comes from 
recommendations 

• We will not be beaten on price as we always aim to 
do the best deal possible for our customers. 

• If you like the sound of us then pop in or give us a 
call to arrange your free no obligation Quote 

• See what a couple of our customers thought 
about us 


Conservatories 




WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORY CENTRE 


Not in conjunction with any other offer 


G 


<5t> 
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8 Meadow Lane (Off Shaw Road), Coseley, West Midlands, WV14 9NQ Tel: 01902 661779 | 7 Brick Street, Sedgley DY31NT Tel: 01902 662511 Stourbridge 01384 900 185 
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Two solicitors are 
jailed after dispute 

TWO Midlands solicitors have been jailed for fraud and 
perverting the course of justice. 

Diljit Bachada, 45, was the principal solicitor at the law 
firm Hollies Solicitors in Bromsgrove. The victim was em¬ 
ployed by the firm, however, in August 2012 she resigned 
and there followed a dispute between the two parties about 
money owed to the victim. 

In May 2013, the victim received a county court claim 
made against her by the defendant for the breach of her 
contract of employment for £20,486.35. Attached to this 
claim were two contracts, signed by Bachada and the vic¬ 
tim, who realised that she had never signed them. 

The Law Society copyright at the foot of each page was 
incorrect and the clause stated in the contract did not come 
into force until July 2010, yet the documents had appar¬ 
ently been signed in January 2010. 

Bachada was later arrested as was 41-year-old Tharinjit 
Biring who had assisted her by providing false informa¬ 
tion in a witness statement. Bachada was found guilty of 
two counts of fraud and two further counts of perverting 
the course of justice. She was sentenced to four and a half 
years imprisonment. Biring was found guilty of perverting 
the course of justice and given 19 months jail. 



Stars asked to help 
support ex-players 


Jeff Astle died in 2002 from a degenerative brain condition 

PREMIER League footballers should donate one per cent 
of their wages to help fund dementia care for ex-players, 
according to the daughter of Baggies legend Jeff Astle. 

Dawn Astle said just one per cent of top footballer’s 
wages could go a long way towards setting up care homes 
for those suffering with the disease. 

Her father, who played 361 games for West Bromwich 
Albion and scored 174 goals, died in 2002 aged 59 due to a 
degenerative brain condition. Ms Astle, whose family set up 
a foundation in her father’s name, said dementia affected 
hundreds of former players. 

Research suggests footballers who repeatedly headed the 
ball could end up suffering from dementia. 

She said: “Our dream was to have a series of care homes 
to provide respite or long-term care. A one per cent levy 
on the wages of Premier League players would raise mil¬ 
lions to do that. Surely today’s players, who have so much 
money, wouldn’t begrudge that so those who laid the foun¬ 
dations for everything they have can be looked after.” 

End of the road for 
work at Spaghetti 

A £4.7 million scheme to carry out vital repair work to Spa¬ 
ghetti Junction on the M6 is entering its final stages. 

Highways England have been working around the clock 
to complete the project on the motorway which carries 
more than 220,000 vehicles a day. 

More than 215 locations where concrete was damaged 
have been repaired and replaced. 

The final stages of the scheme are set to be the most chal¬ 
lenging as the work is heavily weather dependant. 

Highways England emergency planning officer, Frank 
Bird, said: “We’re now entering the final stages of the 
scheme and we’d like to thank motorists for their patience 
while this vital work takes place. 

“Unlike some motorways in England, large stretches of 
the M6 and M5 in the Midlands are elevated which means 
that we need to ensure the integrity of the structure is 
maintained. Safety is our top imperative.” 


Build trains here and bring 
skills to the Midlands, says MP 


DUDLEY North MP Ian Ausin 
has welcomed plans to in¬ 
vest £1 billion in rail servic¬ 
es but says the new trains 
should be made in the Mid¬ 
lands. 

The Department for Transport has 
awarded the West Midlands rail fran¬ 
chise to West Midlands Trains Ltd, a 


joint venture of Dutch-owned Abellio, 
Japan East Railway Company and 
Mitsui & Co Ltd. 

The company is promising to spend 
nearly £1 billion on new trains, car¬ 
riages, station improvements, more 
frequent services and 900 appren¬ 
ticeships but Labour MP Mr Austin 
wants an assurance companies and 
young people in the Midlands to bene¬ 
fit from the investment. 


He is writing to Transport Secre¬ 
tary Chris Grayling asking to meet 
the new operators to seek those as¬ 
surances. 

Mr Austin said: “The trains and 
carriages should be made here in the 
Midlands, parts sourced from man¬ 
ufacturers here and I want to see 
youngsters in the Midlands benefit 
from the 900 apprenticeships so they 
can get skills.” 


Prime Point unit ready 
three months early 

THE first unit at a multi-million speculative devel¬ 
opment in Kingswinford has been completed three 
months ahead of schedule. 

The 20,000 sq ft unit - Building A - at Prime Point, 
which is being developed by London and Cambridge 
Properties, the national property, investment and man¬ 
agement company, at its flagship Pensnett Estate indus¬ 
trial estate is ready for occupation. 

The adjoining Building B, a 30,000 sq ft unit, has also 
been built and left as a shell for incoming tenants to 
work with LCP to arrange their exact requirements. 
Both units can be let in multiples of 10,000 sq ft. 

Andrew Preston, industrial portfolio manager of LCP, 
said the level of enquiries had been extremely positive. 



All this Final weekend... 

Celebrate our 21st Anniversary! 

Save at least 25% off everything... 

plus, a pay nothing until next year, low deposit, interest free credit option!* 



\Isioim Baker 


Ibardi 
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0% APR Representative Tow deposit Deferred Interest Free Credit option available on all orders over £500. All balances must be paid in full by the end of the first six months after delivery or collection as highlighted at the time of purchase. 
Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&OE. 
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The best just got even better 
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OMBOURNE V^NDOWS WILL 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
WRITTEN QUOTATION* 

m -m For more information Freephone 

r «mbonrne 0800 0858518 




TM 


or visit our website at 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


H&C's apply) 

Authorised and regulated by the financial conduct authority 
We are a credit broker not a lender. We offer credit facilities from one lender 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 



storm 


HomePro 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday 




















































































Best of brass in Brum 

THE 165th British Open Brass Band Championship and 
a brass gala concert are being held in Birmingham next 
weekend. 

The championship at Symphony Hall on September 9 has 
already sold out but tickets may still be available for the 
concert at 2.30pn on September 10. The concert features 
the Black Dyke Band, the Cory Band and BBC Radio 2 
Young Brass Award Winner 2017 trombonist Isobel Daws. 
See www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 


Woods will 
re-open as 
security is 
stepped up 


A BEAUTY spot that was forced to close due 
to dog attacks, drug dealing and outdoor 
sexual activity will reopen this autumn. 

As ‘a last resort’ Uffmoor Wood, near Halesowen, 
was shut in May by The Woodland Trust due the 
sheer volume of anti-social activities going on in the 
woods. 

The move followed a spate of problems that had in¬ 


cluded off-road bikes ripping 
through the nature area, ir¬ 
responsible dog owners al¬ 
lowing their pets to foul the 
bluebell wood and people 
meeting for sexual liaisons. 

However, trust bosses 
now say the woodland 
between Halesowen and 
Romsley will be made ‘safer 
and more secure’ for its reo¬ 
pening in either October or 
November this year. 

Dens 

The area’s security has 
been overhauled in recent 
months with new fencing, 
signs and the removal of 
dens. 

Hollie Anderson, spokes¬ 
person for The Woodland 
Trust, said: “We are aiming 
to have it reopened by the 
end of the year. 

“There is still work to be 
done on the site, but the 
main thing is that we have 
given it time to breath. 

“We need to make sure 
the space is safe and more 
secure. We will do this by 
having more signage with 
policies of dog walking and 
also better patrols on an¬ 
ti-social behaviour. 

“Following the woods clo¬ 
sure, we have undertaken 
all routine annual work. 


By Clare Butler 


We’ve also been clearing 
unofficial dens, fly-tipped 
waste, windblown trees 
from the paths and mending 
breaches in the fencing. 

Other future improve¬ 
ments will involve some for¬ 
estry work that will increase 
visibility from the highway, 
promoting confidence and 
security. 

“We haven’t set a firm 
opening date yet - we want 
the wood to be back to its 
best.” 

In June, bosses deemed 
the site as being unsafe 
with reports continuing to 
be received about illegal ac¬ 
tivities. 

But a Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation request submitted 
by The Friends Of Uffmoor 
Woods revealed only 28 re¬ 
ports of anti-social behav¬ 
iour at the woodland had 
been reported to police since 
2012. 

Campaigners were an¬ 
gered by the closure of the 
popular beauty spot. 

A West Mercia Police of¬ 
ficer said they had made 
regular patrols at the site. 


Everything must go 
in big refurbishment 

SALE MUST END SOON 



1000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose 
Made to Measure Suites 


Call in to view our many unbeatable offers on display 

WHILE STOCK LASTS 




[DSAOd© 

£1000 P/X FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

RISE & RECLINER CHAIRS. FROM £595 

CORNER GROUP . WAS £2495 NOW £995 

MATCHING SWIVEL CHAIR ..WAS£895 NOW £395 

STAPELEY SUITE WAS £2995 . NOW £1495 

DOUBLE BEDS . WAS £799" NOW £299 

ODD BASES & 

MATTRESSES TO CLEAR. ONLY £69 

KING SIZE DIVANS. WAS £4995 NOW £399 

TABLE & CHAIRS. WAS £4295 NOW £699 

3 SEATER LEATHER WITH 

2 RECLINERS. WAS £4295 NOW £395 

v FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED* 


Dreamworld Crt t n ttaa vr 


Est. over 30 years 


Mon-Sat 

10am-5pm 

Sunday 

10.30am-4.30pm 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Large Free Car Park 

Tel: 01384 295660 


MasterCard 


VISA 
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Don’t throw out your existing units - We can iust chanqe the cupboard Doors 


a \oo e S0N Request your 
home quote for 
replacement Kitchen Doors 
during September, and you'll 
a GENUINE 33% discount 




vVW v 


idoorsandmore.co.uk 

0800 088 7044 

Lawnswood^ad S D%TpDTe1: n ofi84^W65 T 4 e Made to Size Doors New Worktops New Handles New Appliances New Look! 
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CENTRAL CAMPUS, SPON LANE, 

WEST BROMWICH 

ENROLMENT EVERY DAY FROM 10AM-7PM (4PM ON FRIDAYS) 
NO MATTER YOUR RESULTS - COME IN AND TALK TO US 
AMAZING RANGE OF COURSES - FANTASTIC FACILITIES 

WE’RE NEXT TO THE BUS & METRO STATIONS IN WEST BROMWICH 


www.sandwell.ac.uk 

CENTRAL CAMPUS, 1 SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6AW 


ENROL NOW 


Ofsted 

Good 

Provider 



Size 30 to 10 as mother 
halves her body weight 


ZKr 



Before - dinner lady Cheryl was a size 30 until 
her transformation thanks to healthy eating 

After - the new slimline 
38-year-old is now a size 10 


New plan for 200 homes 


A MOTHER-of-two has trans¬ 
formed her life by losing an 
incredible 10 stone. 

Cheryl Roberts, 38, from Nor¬ 
ton, in Stourbridge, has dropped 
from a size 30 to a slinky size 10 
over the past three years. 

At her heaviest she weighed 19st 
lllbs but now she is a trim lOst 31b. 

The school dinner lady says she now 
wants to help others change their lives 
and achieve their weight loss dreams 
by setting up her own Slimming World 
group. 

Cheryl said: “I was someone who 
was out every weekend - eating all 
the usual takeaways and drinking - 
and then I woke up one morning and 
thought ‘It’s now or never, something 
has to change’. 

“I could not carry on the way I was, 
it was just the simple things like get¬ 
ting in a car and worrying if the seat- 
belt would fit me. 

Lifestyle 

Cheryl had previously tried fad diets 
to loose weight, but cut out the fatty 
takeaways in exchange for pasta, rice, 
potatoes and lean meat and fish. 

“I changed my lifestyle and stopped 
bunging stuff in the oven all the time, 
I started to cook healthier for all the 
family,” she added. 

Being a mother to Jack, 15, and 
Max, 11, also was key in motivating 
her to lose weight. She added: “The 
children were like mini-motivators to 
me. 

“Now it feels amazing to be able to 
walk into different clothes shops in¬ 
stead of just having the one to go to 
for my size.” 

“I still go to the gym and keep the 
pounds off that way as well as being a 
Slimming World member.” 


DEVELOPERS have returned with a 
bid to build more than 200 homes and 
shops on a former brickworks. 

Taylor Wimpey first launched plans 
for the development last year but was 
asked to alter its proposals due to con¬ 
cerns over noise. 

The housing firm now hopes it has 
done enough to secure the green light 
for 229 homes and shops on the old Ib- 
stock Brick site in Tansey Green Road. 


A further perimeter block has been 
added to the plan while the develop¬ 
ment area has been altered follow¬ 
ing concerns it would be too close to 
homes and businesses. Plans will now 
be looked at again by Dudley Council. 

Pensnett’ s Councillor Karen Jor¬ 
dan said: “I welcome new homes but 
we need to look at the road infrastruc¬ 
ture and school places for people who 
will live there in the near future.” 



WE ARE 

FORGE 


m 

_ r *xX. 

Ofsted 


Provider 


Come and find out who we are. 

Our open events are the perfect opportunity to experience the Forge family 
first hand. You can meet the Principal, enjoy a tour of the academy, take 
part in activities and, most importantly, meet our students. 

Open day events 

Thursday 21st September 6pm-8.30pm 
Saturday 23rd September 9am-12pm 


For more information call 01384 566598 
or visit www.ormistonforgeacademy.co.uk 

-f /ormistonforgeacademy ^l f @ormiston_forge 


FORGE 

I ACADEMY 
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40 % 

OFF 



Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens # Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms # Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
# Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



0)9 


All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 







What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


iU QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

4- the GUILD a 

, OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


WWW.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co. uk FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Choir get ready 
for big concert 

THE Midlands’ ‘coolest choir’, Got 2 Sing, 
present their spectacular One Voice con¬ 
cert at Symphony Hall, Birmingham, on 
Sunday. The two-hour event, starting at 
6pm, promises ‘roof-raising harmonies 
and a flag-waving Proms finale’. 

Got 2 Sing include choirs in Wolver¬ 
hampton, Stourbridge, Bromsgrove and 
Bewdley, and are planning to start a new 
choral group for Birmingham. 

Tickets cost £23 (£19 under-16s). See 
www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 
Or for more information on the ten Got 
2 Sing choirs in the region, see the www. 
got2sing.co.uk website. 


Jail for teenage driver who led 
police on a 34-mile car chase 


A TEENAGE driver led police on a 34- 
mile chase which saw him hit speeds 
of more than 10Omph, a court heard. 

Alexander Donaldson, 19, was spotted by of¬ 
ficers in his Seat hatchback in Stourbridge and 
sped off when they switched on their blue light. 
He raced through five red lights as pursuing of¬ 
ficers tracked him for nearly half an hour, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court was told. 


Donaldson averaged 68mph during the pur¬ 
suit on September 18 along the A461, the A449 
towards Kidderminster and then towards 
Bromsgrove. Officers had thought Donaldson 
was in a stolen car but he was driving his own 
vehicle, which was taxed and insured. 

CCTV showed him driving at 70mph in 
30mph zones. Donaldson joined the M5, where 
he touched llOmph. The chasing police vehicle 
managed to force him off the motorway at Junc¬ 


tion 4, where he was intercepted using a Stinger 
device. 

Donaldson pleaded guilty to dangerous driv¬ 
ing at an earlier hearing. 

Mr Andrew Baker, defending, said: “It was a 
terrible piece of driving but no accident ensued. 
He says he simply panicked.” 

Donaldson, of Pine Close, Kingswinford, was 
jailed for eight months and also disqualified 
from driving for two years and four months. 


Award-winning 
tribute to Elvis 

THE World Famous Elvis Show, featuring 
top tribute act Chris Connor, pays homage 
to the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll at Forest Arts 
Centre in Leamore, Walsall, next Friday. 

Chris Connor, who was presented with 
a top Elvis performer award in Memphis, 
will be bringing his band The Steels and the 
Sweet Harmonies singers for the two-hour 
show on September 8. 

For tickets see www.forestartscentre. 
co.uk or call 01922 654555. For further 
information on the show see the www. 
worldfamouselvisshow.com website. Chris 
Connor burst onto the Elvis scene in 2009 
and has gone on to tour Canada and per¬ 
form at the London Palladium. 


SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms 

We can refit 

Trust the experts... your bathroom 

With our recommended fitters, we are £3 750 * 

with you from conception to completion (VATfree iiuiualifying cases) 


Selected! Pisi^/Clieaiiancei 


We can refit 
your bathroom 
from 

£ 3,750 

(VAT free in qualifying cases) 
Home visits available 
for quotations 


DESIGNER 

SUITE. 


Basin, pedestal, 
pan and cistern 
with soft 
close seat 

£219 


CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, ^ 

550 basin & soft close 
seat. 


PRICE £139 


SALE 


P and L SHAPED BATHS 


INCLUDES 
P or L shaped 
bath, front panel, 
bath screen with 
safety glass 
and towel rail. 




SALE 

PRICE 


£329 


SALE CQOO 
PRICE £0^9 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 


ONLY 

£tiig 

800 or 900 quadrant 
includes tray & waste 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 

W 11 


\m 

i 


Straight Chrome 

600 x 800 £69 
600 x IIOO £79 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £79 
600 x 110O £89 


1050 

COMBI UNIT 

9» 


WAS_£43fT 

price £249 

INCLUDES: Furniture, 
basin, concealed cis¬ 
tern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 




MIRA 

THERMOSTATIC VALVE 
Rail, hose and head 

prTce £149 

TRITON T80Z 

7.5kw, 

8.5w 

9,5kw 

and 

10.5kw 


SALE 

PRICE 


£139 


•I 


ii 





Walk in shower 
Specialists 



VANITY UNITS 

AT SALE PRICES 
400mm 
450mm 
550mm 
650mm 
750mm 
850mm 


Special offers on 
all fitted furniture 


AMPLE FREE OPEN 
PARKING 


EY STREET PENSNETT DY5 

01384 263626 

PEN 7 DAYS: 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 


1: 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
11AM - 4PM SUNDAY 


RnI in mi 

fac ebook 



Gym aiming to create stars 


Shahzada Saleem, teenagers Haaroon Hussain and Usmaan Shazada, and mayor Dave Tyler 


A GYM has launched a bid to get younger 
people active by offering free membership 
for 16 to 21 year olds. 

Flex Physiques, at Queen’s Cross in 
Dudley, has set up the initiative after un¬ 
dergoing an extensive refurbishment and 
reopening. 

The move has been welcomed by gym am¬ 
bassador Shahzada Saleem, a world cham¬ 
pion stone lifter who was awarded a British 
Empire Medal by the Queen for his services 
to the sport. 

Training 

The 51-year-old said: “As someone who 
began training at 16,1 know how difficult it 
is to get the right coaching and to train your 
muscles properly. 

“For our youngsters this is a great way of 
getting fit and in shape without damaging 


your muscles. The fact it is free is brilliant. 
I train regularly at this gym and the atmos¬ 
phere is awesome.” 

Mr Saleem, from Ploverdale Crescent, 
Kingswinford, was a champion stone lifter 
from 1985 to 1996, before retiring from the 
sport. 

Young people who sign up to Flex Phy¬ 
siques will get free training and a diet plan 
as part of the package. 

The scheme has also been welcomed by 
the Mayor of Dudley Councillor Dave Tyler. 

Gym boss Mohammed Nasar said he 
hoped to help turn youngsters into ‘future 
athletic stars’. 

He said: “One of our personal aims is to 
help develop our youngsters into future ath¬ 
letic stars. I am offering free membership 
to help them grow and learn how to develop 
muscles the right way.” 


More firms on the 
brink of insolvency 

MORE West Midlands businesses are standing at the brink 
of insolvency than at any other time this year. 

It comes despite national statistics showing a sharp 15.4 
per cent drop in underlying corporate insolvencies in the 
second quarter of 2017, 

Monthly research by the Midlands branch of restructur¬ 
ing and insolvency trade body R3 found that 27 per cent of 
businesses in the region are now at higher than normal risk 
of becoming insolvent. 

R3’s August figures highlight that this is equivalent to 
over 73,500 West Midlands companies and is in contrast 
to January’s figure, which was almost four points lower at 
23.6 per cent or just over 62,500 local businesses. 

Of key West Midlands sectors monitored - include man¬ 
ufacturing, retail, construction, agriculture, professional 
services - hotels was the only sector to register a decrease 
in insolvency risk this month, albeit a marginal one. 


Free concert 
celebration 

BIRMINGHAM Contempo¬ 
rary Music Group celebrate 
30 years in existence with a 
free concert next weekend. 

Under the baton of con¬ 
ductor Emilio Pomarico, the 
BCMG perform an hour- 
long concert at the CBSO 
Centre in Berkley Street, 
Birmingham, on Sunday, 
September 10, at 6pm.The 
performance will included 
music by Ondrej Adamek, 
Rebecca Saunders and Hel¬ 
mut Lachenmann. 

For free tickets see www. 
thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 
3333. 
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32 nd Anniversary Offers 

HURRY OFFERS END THIS SUNDAY 5PM! 

Until 5pm this Sunday you can celebrate with Cousins and take advantage of their Anniversary Offers. 

Final massive reductions in every department, you'll find huge savings off sofas, dining 
and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, homewares and much more. 

BUY NOWAND PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR • NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE 



j,: w} 


£749 


V, 
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JENNIFER 4 SEATER PILLOW BACK 
SOFA (INCLUDES CUSHIONS) 
Normal £1099 




-* 


V^v> 


MASSIVE 

REDUCTIONS 


& AMAZING OFFERS 

THROUGHOUT THE STORES 


ENDS THIS 
SUNDAY 


03 u 0 JaiapK 


Parker Knoll 


iHALO L3I i TEMPUR 


lit 


DURISIA ^ erco : 



Established 1985 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 
Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. Bll 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 
Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2018 on the date 
specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, in store concessions or web specials. 
Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert 
are valid until 03.09.17. See website for Price Promise details. 


CELEBRATING 



PRICE 

PROMISE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


FREE CAR PARKING 
INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


TRUSTED MERCHANT 

2016 

★ ★★★★ 
feefo 
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THURSFORD 

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR 

Fri 1 to Mon 4 Dec 


Your break includes 

Y 3 nights DBBatThe Waverley Hotel, 
Great Yarmouth 

y/ Entertainment on one night 
y/ Entrance to the Thursford Christmas 
Spectacular 

y/ Excursion to Norwich 
\/ Return coach travel from Halesowen 
& Stourbridge 

*Please note that lunch will replace dinner 
when an evening performance of the 
Thursford Christmas Spectacular has been 
booked (some dates may be a matinee 
performance) 


4 Day Break 


LIVERPOOL 
& CHESTER 

TURKEY & TINSEL 

~~ Mon 6 to Fri 10 Nov 

Your break includes 

y/ 4 nights DBB at the Adelphi 
Hotel, Liverpool (incl. traditional 
'Christmas' dinner) 
y/ Tea, coffee and mince pies 
on arrival 

y/ Light entertainment (quiz and DJ) 
on two nights 

S Excursions to Southport & Chester 
y/ Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


5 Day Break 


SENSATIONAL 

SOMERSET, 

SALISBURY & STONEHENGE 

Mon 23 to Fri 27 Oct 


Your break includes 

4 nights DBB at the Wessex Hotel, 
Street 

>/ Entertainment on some nights 
/ Excursions to Cheddar, 

Weston-super-Mare, Stonehenge, 
Salisbury & Bath 
>/ Return coach travel from 
Halesowen 


5 Day Break 


SAVE £25 PER PERSON I SAVE £20 PER PERSQPlSAVE £20 PER PERSON 


C 08432 244 217 f justgohols 

% justgoholidays.com/RT ¥ (©justgoholidays 


Calls to 08 numbers will cost 7 pence 
per minute plus your phone company's 
access charge. Calls from mobiles may 
iry. Single supplements and terms apply 


Pupils receive CCSE exam 
results in new system 



Katie Watson and Lewis Jones with their trophies at Coseley School 


STUDENTS from across Dud¬ 
ley had cause for celebration 
after getting their GCSE re¬ 
sults. 

The exams were the first run under 
a new system, which sees youngsters 
given scores - ranging from 1 to 9 - 
in their English and maths exams in¬ 
stead of grades. Other subjects are still 
marked from A* to U.. 

Thursday proved be an emotional 
affair for pupils and staff at Coseley 
School, which is closing down. 

The school’s top performers in its 
last cohort were Katie Watson and 
Lewis Jones, who both received tro¬ 
phies for highest academic achieve¬ 
ment. They are both off to King 
Edward VI in Stourbridge for their 
A-levels. Assistant head Phil Nicholls 
said he was proud of staff and stu¬ 
dents’ efforts last year in the knowl¬ 
edge the school was closing down. 

Grades 

At Bishop Milner Catholic College 
in Dudley, 90 per cent of students 
achieved a standard pass or higher 
and 77 per cent gained a strong pass 
or higher. The top performing student 
was Chloe McColgan, who achieved 
the highest possible grades in all 11 of 
her examinations, with three 9s and 
eight A*s. 

Pupils at Old Swinford Hospital 
in Stourbridge achieved double the 
number of top grades in English and 
maths. More than one third of the 
new grades in GCSE maths were at 
the top levels of 8 or 9. In maths and 
English combined, a quarter of grades 
were at 8 or 9. More than 90 per cent 
of pupils secured five or more C grades 
and grades 4 or above in English and 
maths. 

Eighty-eight per cent of Redhill 


School’s pupils left with a standard 
pass of 4 or above in English and 
83 per cent with a standard pass in 
maths. A total of 84 per cent of stu¬ 
dents netted two grades at A* to C in 
science subjects. The percentage of 
pupils gaining a standard pass in both 
English and maths was 79 per cent. 

At Summerhill School in Kingswin- 
ford 87 per cent of students bagged a 


standard pass in English and math, 
with three-quarters getting a stand¬ 
ard pass in at least five subjects. The 
school’s top performer was James Hill 
with 10 A*s, one A, two grade 9s and 
one grade 8. 

Children’s services chief Councillor 
Anne Millward said: “We have some 
very talented students in this borough 
who have a very bright future ahead.” 


28 Years Trading 
Beautiful Showroom 
“Top Quality” at 
competitive prices 


Est '■ y 
1989 





including VAT 



Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

| includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarfwall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 

From 


including VAT 

Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 





©Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 

1 ** 

©Yale Locking Systems 

© Swish Window & Door Systems 

G No Deposit Required 

G Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 

© Full 10 Year Guarantee 

G 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 


Ya\e 


Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


01384 442 490 


ww w.carera wi ndows.co. u k 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd, Audman DY8 4YJ 











































Save money- Live better. 


Asda Sedgley 

High Holborn, DY3 1SS 


Subject to availability. 
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ONLY 

£10 

ON PRODUCTION 
OF ADVERT , 



SIGNATURE KETTLE 
AND 2 SLICE 

ONLY £10 
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CONVECTION 

HEATERS 

ONLY £10 



BLUETOOTH 

HEADPHONES 

ONLY £10 


PIFCO WET AND 
DRY HAND VAC 

ONLY £10 


ONLY 

£10 

ON PRODUCTION 
OF ADVERT 
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SIGNATURE 

STEAM MOPS 

ONLY £10 

PIFCO FLOOR 
SWEEPER 

ONLY £10 

MORPHY RICHARDS 
ACCENTS KNIFE BLOCK 

ONLY £10 

HAND STEAMER 

ONLY £10 

SWAN SLOW 
COOKER 

ONLY £10 

ELGENTO STAINLESS 
STEEL KETTLE 

ONLY £10 


ANY ITEM LISTED ONLY £10 WITH PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 
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BLUETOOTH DISCO 
BALL SPEAKER 

ONLY £10 

ILLUMINATED 

MIRROR 

ONLY £10 

MINI RADIATOR 

ONLY £10 

TURBO TIGER 
HAND VACUUME 

ONLY £10 

HALOGEN HEATERS 

2 FOR £10 

MORPHY RICHARDS 
SODA STREAM 

ONLY £10 
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TOWER STAINLESS 
STEEL KETTLE 

ONLY £10 


I LTR FRYER 

ONLY £10 



CANDY DISPENSER 

ONLY £10 



TEKNIQUE DIGITAL 
VIDEO CAMERA 

ONLY £10 




BATHROOM SCALES 

ONLY £10 


ELGENTO IRON 

ONLY £10 


MANY MORE GREAT OFFERS INSTORE 



Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you 
the best deals available 
on daily basis. We stock 
electrical and other amazing 
retail products at up to 
90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 


Offers expire 31st August 2017 T&C’s Apply 
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Stay independent with help 
to get your home adapted 



Anyone who is struggling should ask for help from the adaptations service 


Commercial feature 

Dudley Council is offering help 
to Dudley borough residents who 
need to adapt their homes to 
better meet their needs. 

Anyone who is struggling with daily 
life in their home can ask for help. If a 
member of the household of any age 
is having difficulties bathing, getting 
upstairs, even getting into the home, 
help is on offer to adapt the property to 
better meet these needs. 

Dudley Home Improvement Service, 
part of Dudley Council, offers the 
adaptations package. Grants are 
available to pay for adaptations, along 
with an adaptations package of advice 
and practical support. This consists of 
an expert recommendation, support to 
design and build the adaptation from 
technical officers and council approved 
builders. All work is overseen by the 
council, so there is no hassle and no 
stress to people. 

Home adaptations for independence 
are available to people who own 
their own homes or are private rental 
tenants. Council tenants can already 
request adaptations to their homes 
through the council. The aim is to 
help people stay independent in their 
homes. Typical adaptations include 
handrails, stair rails, ramps, level 
access showers, stair lifts, through- 
the-floor lifts, even home extensions 
to provide extra sleeping or bathing 
facilities. 

An initial assessment by an 
occupational therapist will take 
place and this will establish the 
type of adaptation needed to suit a 


person’s needs and to help them stay 
independent and safe in their home. 

The service offers adaptations to 
people of any age. Full grant funding 
is always provided for adaptations 
needed for children under 18. 

Alan Lunt, Dudley Council’s strategic 
director of place said: “Anyone who 
is finding it difficult to manage in 
their home, or has a member of their 


household who is struggling should 
ask for help from the adaptations 
service. Lots of support is on offer, 
along with grant funding to pay for 
home adaptations for many people. 
It’s all about keeping people safe 
and independent in their homes and 
making life more liveable.” 

Contact Dudley Home Improvement 
Service on 0300 555 0055. 


Country matters 
at the game fair 
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Owners will put their dogs through their paces at the Midland Game Fair 


The annual weekend cel¬ 
ebration of life and sport 
in the countryside returns 
to Weston Park 


THE Midland Game Fair has 
been the event of choice for 
country sports enthusiasts 
and families looking for that 
special day out for over a 
decade. 

Held over the weekend of Sep¬ 
tember 16 and 17 at Weston Park 
in Shropshire, the Midland Game 
Fair has become the annual meet¬ 
ing place for the shooting commu¬ 
nity as well as all those who want 
to experience the best the coun¬ 
tryside has to offer. 

The vast parkland offers a superb 
setting for the huge countryside event 
which includes country sports events, 
displays of skills, a food fair, range of 
musical stages and stalls selling a mas¬ 
sive range of equipment and clothes. 

Jousting 

This grand family day out features an 
impressive line-up of activities, espe¬ 
cially inside the Realtree Main Arena. 
Here visitors can watch jousting team 
the Knights of Middle England; Britain’s 
longest established and leading dog 
display team, Essex Dog Display; Ye 
Olde Redtail Falconry; fun sheep rac¬ 
ing with the Lamb National; the tradi¬ 
tional Hound Parade; and an insightful 
demonstration from seasoned demon¬ 
strator, countryman Brian Brinded. 

There is also the ever-popular Folk 
Roots Festival across three different 


stages; the Prince Albert Angling Fish¬ 
ing Village; a Working Dog Village; Fal¬ 
conry Village; Airgun Expo and Game¬ 
keeper’s Row; as well as a Fieldsports 
Arena, Food Festival and Beer in the 
Park, where visitors can take a break. 

There’s also the Gunmaker’s Road¬ 
show, which brings together world- 
class shotgun manufacturers and dis¬ 
tributors, a Survival Camp; and whole 
host of family inspired entertainment, 
from ferret displays and donkey rides 
to have-a-go fun and demonstrations 
in rural crafts. 

As Britain’s largest field- 


sports-themed outdoor event, the 
2017 annual Midland Game Fair boasts 
grand finals of the Chudleys Gundog 
Championship and BASC Clay Shoot¬ 
ing. 

There are more than 700 trade 
stands selling the latest in countryside 
goods, outdoor wear and accessories. 

To discover more about this year’s 
event at Weston Park, visit www.mid 
landgamefair.co.uk website. 

For more information on all of Coun¬ 
tryman Fairs events visit the website at 
www.countrymanfairs.co.uk and join 
them on Facebook. 



Make your home work for you! / 

Home adaptations for independence 


Struggling in your home? Are you or a member of the family having difficulties bathing, 
getting upstairs, or even getting into your home? 



If you are a homeowner or private rental tenant and need 
assistance with adapting your property to better meet the 
needs of a member of your household, we can help. 

Dudley Council offers grants to pay for adaptations* 
uses reputable, approved tradespeople and can 
arrange all works for you. 

*Dependant on criteria 


Level access showers 
Door widening . 
Stairlifts 
Ramps f 
Extensions 


Dudley 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 



Selected Saturday departures, 
November 2017 - January 2018 


Quote Code: RQF054 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Timed admission to The King is Back!- Elvis 
on Tour at the 02 Arena on Sunday 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

£129 


only 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


DIANA 

HER FASHION STORY 
at Kensington Palace 


Selected Saturday departures 
until April 2018 


Quote Code: MTY564 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in London on Saturday 

2 days, by coach 

£139— 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f ¥ {§)) OPENING TIMES: 

OmegaHols SOmegaHols OmegaHols MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 

—-——-—-;- SAT 8.30-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, SUN 10 00 . 16 00 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 




Excellent - Brassed Off show stealers Tim Jones and Greg Yates as Harry and Jim 

Brass is best with local 
talent in a Grand show 


Brassed Off, Grand Theatre 

THIS is the first in-house production for 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre in 40 
years and let’s hope it won’t be long before 
the next. 

Although I have seen Brassed Off before 
somehow the fact that this one had LOCAL 
stamped all over it hit just the right note. 

Well-known actors teamed up with home¬ 
grown actors and, of course, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Brass Band to make this show extra 
special. 

Adapted by Paul Allen from the screen¬ 
play by Mark Herman, this full-scale pro¬ 
duction was everything and more than I 
expected. 

The ‘star’ of the show was Jeffrey Hol¬ 
land, probably best known for his portrayal 
of ‘Spike’ in BBC TV’s Hi-De-Hi. He played 
Danny the ex-miner and veteran conductor 
of Grimley Band. But, it was local ama¬ 
teurs, Tim Jones and Greg Yates, who ex¬ 
celled as mining pals, Harry and Jim.. Their 


REVIEWS 


timing and delivery were superb. Add to 
that amateur actresses Donna Heaslip and 
Susie Wilcox as their wives, and a group of 
talented community actors who appear as 
the miners and their families, the amateur 
performers did the theatre proud. 

Brassed Off takes us back to 1994 when 
Danny’s lifelong ambition to lead Grimley 
Colliery Band to the National Brass Band 
Competition at the Royal Albert Hall looks 
like it might finally happen. But as Grim¬ 
ley pit faces closure, the future looks bleak. 
Flugelhorn player Gloria arrives in town 
bringing with her a renewed sense of hope 
and a touch of romance, but no-one knows 
who she’s really playing for. The show runs 
until Saturday. Grab a ticket if you can. 

SUE ATTWATER 


Making his 
Marc as the 
top tribute 
to T Rex 

T Rextasy, Robin 2, Bilston 

THEY were boa’rn to boogie 
on Saturday with a feather 
boa-waving crowd in party 
mood for the return of the 
top tribute to 1970s glam 
rocker Marc Bolan and his 
band T Rex. 

Danielz and co, regular 
visitors to the Robin 2, Bil¬ 
ston, did not disappoint. 
Opening with Raw Ramp, 
the corkscrew-haired front¬ 
man gave us his best Bolan 
pouts and poses as the four- 
piece hit top gear with Tele¬ 
gram Sam and a rocked up 
version of Deborah. 

A semi-acoustic interlude 
featured Dreamy Lady and 
Cosmic Dancer and there 
were some rarities for the 
dedicated fans, including 
Thunderwing and Sailors 
Of The Highway. T Rextasy 
reached the finale of the 
first of two hour-long sets 
with Jeepster. 

Back after a 20 minute 
break, now sporting a red 
boa and a spangled jacket, 
Danielz recharged the party 
with Bolan’s best - I Love 
To Boogie, Solid Gold Easy 
Action and Children Of The 
Revolution - before reach¬ 
ing a crescendo with Ride A 
White Swan and Get It On. 

After a delirious encore 
of Metal Guru and Hot 
Love, Danielz reminded the 
audience that September 
includes what would have 
been Bolan’s 70th birthday 
and the 40th anniversary of 
the car crash that claimed 
his life. Meanwhile, the mu¬ 
sical legacy is safe in T Rex- 
tasy’s hands. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


Adult and Community 
Learning in Sedgley 

Open Evening - Thursday 7th Sept 2017 - 6pm-8pm 

Enrolments can be taken on the evening or by telephoning 01384 816389 


Art - Watercolours 

Art - How to Draw & Paint 

Foamsmithing 

Beadweaving - Jewellery Making 
Celebration Cards 
Celebration Cards- Workshop 

Introduction to Brass Rubbing 

Cake Decorating and Sugarcraft for Beginners 

Cake Decorating and Sugarcraft for Improvers 

Cake Decorating - Modelling 

Cake Decorating - Cupcakes 

Flower Arranging for Beginners 

Flower Arranging for Improvers 

Bridal Flowers - Workshop 

Fashion Sewing for Beginners 

Fashion Sewing for Improvers 

Spanish for Beginners 

Spanish For Improvers 

Italian for Beginners 

Deaf Awareness Workshop 


Sign Language Introduction 

BSL Full Level 1 Qualification 

BSL Full Level 2 Qualification 

BSL Full Level 3 Qualification 

Photoshop Elements 

Computers for Beginners 

Computers for Improvers 

Create Your own Website using Wordpress 

Using Ebay to Buy and Sell 

Introduction to Spreadsheets 

Health & Wellbeing 

Start Your Own Business 

Introduction to health & Social care 

Have Fun and Brush Up Your Maths 

Have Fun and Brush Up Your English Skills 

Coaching & Mentoring 

Get Cooking 

Belly dancing For Beginners 
Exercise and Fitness for All 
Zumba 



The Dormston Centre 

Mill Bank 

Sedgley 

Dudley 

DY31SN 

01384 816389 


www.thedormstoncentre.co.uk 
































Bl. CAFE 
CASITA 

RISTORANTEITALIANO 

Family run restaurant with an 
authentic mediterranean feel, 
which is reflected in the cooking, 
decor & hospitality. 


■ Early Bird Lunch Menu j 
* Tuesday-Saturday 12-4pm 
^2 Course £10.9^ 

- A LA CARTE MENU 
| Tuesday-Saturday 12-9.30pm 

Italian Style Afternoon Tea 
^pm-4pm Pre Bookings Onl^J 


Visit us to 
experience 
a warm, 
friendly 
Italian feel 
and enjoy 
the fine taste 
of Italy! 

FREE 

PARKING 



EL 


\ WWW.Cafecasita.CO.uk 18 Clarence Street, Sedgley, Dudley DY3 1UP 01902 676754 


ms) 

tripadvisor" 


utypetitoi; 
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DUDLEY TOWN HALL 

Matinee Show 

A Salute to the 1940s 

DAD'S ARMY 

VARIETY SHOW SPECIAL 

Tue 19 Sept - 2pm 

MILTON JONES 

Is Out There 

Fri 29 Sept -7.30pm 

KATHERINE RYAN 

Glitter Room 

Sat 14 Oct -8pm 

ALL STAR 

SUPERSLAM WRESTLING 

Special Half-Term Show 

Tue 24 Oct - 7.30pm 

ROCKIN' & ROLLING 

WITH LAUGHTER 

feat. Beryl Marsden, Mick Miller, 

The Merseybeats, The Dakotas & more 

Sat 11 Nov -7.30pm 

LEE NELSON 

Seriousjoker 

Fri 1 Dec -7.30pm 

JETHRO 

The Bull & Bonkers Tour 

Thu 7 Dec -7.30pm 

Matinee Show 

SWING TIME 

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 

feat. Five Star Big Band 

Tue 12 Dec - 2pm 

PSYCHIC SALLY MORGAN 

Kisses To Heaven Tour 

Thu 1 Feb -7.30pm 

PAUL CHOWDHRY 

Live Innit 

l\so5jSSt - EXTRA DATE: Fri 23 Feb 8pm 

DAVID BADDIEL 

My Family: Not The Sitcom 

Thu 19 Apr -7.30pm 

JASON MANFORD 

Muddle Class 

Fri 27 Apr & Wed 3 Oct -7.30pm 

W ^^ 

BOROUGH T 

halls Dudley 

dudley.Stourbridge-Halesowen Metropolitan Borough Council J 

^0 @BoroughHalls f j Dudley Borough Halls 

01384 812812 
boroughhalls.co.uk 


Nadia is a breath of 
fresh Eyre as Jane 


I t took Nadia Clifford approximately 
0.2 seconds to accept her dream 
role as Jane Eyre. Actually, that’s 
not true. It took less than that for 
her to break into a scream after her 
agent called to say she’d landed 
the part. 

The people she was walking past, in London’s Soho, 
looked on aghast as she squealed with joy. 

“It was after my third audition, I was on my way to 
meet a friend for lunch, by which point I was emotionally 
invested in the role and the show. 

“My agent called 20 minutes after I left the audition 
with Sally, the director, and told me. I was in the middle of 
Soho and I just screamed down the phone. Anyone who 
was in the vicinity of me for 20 yards must have thought I 
was a mad woman. I was thrilled.” 

Nadia is, of course, anything but mad. An avowed 
Charlotte Bronte fan, she is quite literally playing her 
dream role in the National Theatre’s production of Jane 
Eyre, which runs at Birmingham’s REP from Monday until 
September 16 as part of a major 21-city tour of the UK. 

This year marks the 170th anniversary of the first 
publication of Jane Eyre - and Charlotte Bronte’s much¬ 
loved story of the trailblazing Jane is still as inspiring 
as ever. The National Theatre’s bold and dynamic 
production tells the story of one woman’s fight for 
freedom and fulfilment. 

From her beginnings as a destitute orphan, Jane Eyre’s 
spirited heroine faces life’s obstacles head-on, surviving 
poverty, injustice and the discovery of bitter betrayal 
before taking the ultimate decision to follow her heart. 

Nadia had read the novel several times before 
auditioning for the role. Her first read through was as 
a 14-year-old, while she immersed herself again at 21 
before re-reading it twice for the role. 

“It’s a mammoth role and so I wasn’t taking it lightly. 

I wasn’t allowing myself to fantasise about 
getting it. It was so beyond the realms 
of possibility I just didn’t want to make 
a fool of myself. I was pinching myself 
when it eventually happened.” 

“It’s funny because reading it with 
the knowledge that I was going to 
be playing the role meant I read it in a 
different way to someone just enjoying 
the work of Charlotte Bronte. What was 
really amazing when I read it knowing I’d 
got the role was that it catapulted me 
back to my teens. I felt a strong sense of 
identification with a kindred spirit, which 
so many people feel. 

“Jane Eyre is universal at articulating 
love and anger and jealousy. It’s 
an enriching experience to read 
good writing. It makes you feel 
acknowledged in your own 
emotional state.” 

In Sally Cookson’s highly- 
acclaimed staging, Nadia 
plays Jane Eyre with Tim 
Delap as Rochester. They 
are joined by Hannah Bristow 
(Helen Burns/Adele/St John/ 

Grace Poole/Abbot), Matthew 
Churcher (Musician), Alex Heane 
(Musician), Melanie Marshall 
(Bertha Mason), Paul Mundell (Mr 
Brocklehurst/Pilot/Mason), David 
Ridley (musician), Evelyn Miller 
(Bessie/Blanche Ingram/Diana) 
and Lynda Rook (Mrs Reed/Mrs 
Fairfax). The cast is completed 
by Ben Cutler, Jenny Johns, 

Dami Olukoya, Francesca 
Tomlinson and Phoebe 
Vigor. »' 

The exciting new stage 
version of Jane Eyre was 
originally presented in 




two parts at Bristol Old Vic, and then transferred 
to the National Theatre, re-imagined as a single 
performance, playing to sold-out houses at the 
NT’s Lyttelton Theatre. 

Nadia says she pours herself into the role: 

“I think that in order to be authentic with 
your performance you have to draw on 
your own emotions and experience. 
That can be quite a painful thing to 
do. You are accessing little boxes 
that are hidden away. 

“You can’t splash around in 
those dark emotions during the 
normal course of a day without 
doing some serious damage to 
your mental health. 

“But I have to access those 
places and when I am on stage. 

I still have to draw on personal 
experience and relationships and 
events from my life to bring truth 
and honesty to Jane’s journey. 

“OK, so I’m not an orphan and 
I don’t know what it’s like to be 
traumatised as a child, like she is 
in that relationship with Mrs Reid. 

But I know loneliness and 
frustration and I know what 
it is to be overwhelmed by 
emotions. They are all in Jane’s 
frame of reference. As an 
actor, you have a tool box and 
those are in mine.” 

Nadia grew up in 
Manchester. As a teen, she 
was a super, uber, ultimate, 
turbo fan of the Bronte 
sisters. She wasn’t far 
from Howarth and would 
visit the parsonage where 


I know loneliness 
and frustration and 
I know what it is to 
be overwhelmed 


they grew up.“I am a big fan of all the sisters work and 
I love period dramas. Howarth is an amazing place. It’s 
such an incredible place to be. It’s so isolated and it’s so 
humming with this energy. It’s so cut off. Knowing how 
intelligent and analytical all three of the sisters were was 
very important to me. They had to work hard. Because of 
their gender, they couldn’t come out and earn a living as 
novelists. They had nothing like the recognition they had 
after their lifetime.” 

Jane Eyre remains a bona fide classic - as enjoyable 
for the cast and crew as it is for the audience. 

Nadia adds: “It’s a massive rollercoaster. We haven’t 
had a moment to think. We travel on a Sunday, perform 
Monday to Saturday with eight shows a week and each 
show is three hours. I never leave the stage. But it’s 
amazing to be involved in this whirlwind that completely 
swallows up you. I’ve had to forsake everything in my life 
for now, it’s full on. We have a holiday coming up soon 
and I am really looking forward to downtime so that I can 
reboot. But being part of this, with the National, really is 
a dream.” 

• For tickets visit www.birmingham-rep.co.uk 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 















Pretty good way to 
catch up with the Furs 


The veteran post-punk band The 
Psychedelic Furs, led by brothers Richard 
and Tim Butler, are touring the UK for the 
first time in five years - including a gig at 
Birmingham 02 Institute on Tuesday. 

At the Digbeth venue and the other venues on 
their nine-city jaunt they will be celebrating the many 
singles they’ve released throughout their career. 

Since 1980, the Furs have released seven studio 
albums and a string of singles that have had great 
success both here and abroad. 

From the early days of Sister Europe and We 


Love You and continuing on through such iconic 
hit songs as Love My Way, Heaven, The Ghost In 
You, Heartbreak Beat and the classic Pretty In Pink, 
the Psychedelic Furs have certainly left an indelible 
impression. 

The Singles tour will be a chance to revisit highlights 
from their career and at Birmingham fans will also be 
able to get reacquainted with Stiff Records’ queen of 
quirk Lene Lovich, as the Lucky Number hit-maker will 
be supporting with her band. 

See the website academymusicgroup.com/ 
o2institutebirmingham for further details about this 
and other forthcoming gigs. 


Countdown until 
Richard's big night 


TV and radio comedy star 
Richard Digance is on the 
road in celebration of his 50- 
year career. 

He will stop off at Bilston’s Robin 
2 for a show this Wednesday, 
September 6. 

Richard first realised his dream 
of doing stand-up when he was a 
student, inspired by someone who 
was soon to be one of comedy’s 
biggest names. 

“There was this guy who used to 
sing at a folk club near where I went 
to college in Glasgow,” explains 
Richard. “He was a bloke called 
Billy Connolly. When he finished, 


guys would buy him beers and the 
girls would try and chat him up. I 
thought ‘that’s what I want’. 

“I joined the BBC and worked 
with the satirical man of the 
moment, Bernard Braden. My job 
was to write songs every week 
for his show. That’s how I started. 
I’ve been getting away with it ever 
since.” 

“I went on tour in 1974 with 
Steeleye Span; and that was my 
first entry to theatres. Through the 
70s I did the Breakfast In America 
with Supertramp, I toured with Tom 
Jones and with Jethro Tull. I was 
only known as a support act, which 
is OK, I was really just cashing in 



on other 
people’s’ 
audiences.” 

Richard joined forces with 
comedy legend Steve Martin to tour 
the US. “I’d watch him every night 
and just think ‘wow’.” 

Touring with Jim Davidson he 
was asked if he would like a TV 
show. “So I went straight on TV with 
my own show, from 1984 to 1995. I 
was able to do what I wanted, such 
as playing guitar duets with people 
such as Brian May and Status Quo. 
Then I went on to Countdown for 
19 years. It wasn’t what I wanted to 
be. I love telling stories and playing 
guitar - it’s just really fun.” 


Oh Bhoy, Danny 
getting Stronger 

Scottish comedian Danny 
Bhoy brings his new show 
to Wolverhampton on 
Wednesday. 

His ‘Make Something 
Great Again For 
Stronger Better Future 
Tomorrow Together’ 
show will be performed 
by the acclaimed stand-up 
at the Slade Rooms. 

Danny began his career in 
comedy 19 years ago and has been a regular 
success at the Edinburgh Fringe and in Canada. 
He has already sold out his gig later this month at 
the Old Rep in Birmingham. 


Elvis and Dreamboys 
feature in one nighters 

There’s a big week of one-nighter shows on the way 
before Birmingham’s New Alexandra Theatre gets into 
its autumn schedule of five-day musicals and plays. 
On Tuesday the Alex hosts The Simon and Garfunkel 
Story featuring such classic songs as Bridge 
Over Troubled Water and Homeward Bound with 
Sam O’Hanlon as Paul Simon and Charles Blyth 
as Art Garfunkel. Those bare-chested hunks The 
Dreamboys will muscle in for a teasing time at the 
Alex on Wednesday. 

Tribute award-winner Rob Kingsley brings A Vision of 
Elvis on Tour to the Suffolk Street-Queensway venue 
on Friday, September 8, complete with his Cadillac 
Band and the Sweet Sensations. Next Saturday 
singer and impersonator Joe Longthorne is in concert 
at the Alex. 



life 1 " 

OLD BULLS HEAD I 

lU/ ° ners Of ‘Express & Star Pub of the Ve» r 
2016 & 2017 

First Gin Festival 

Thursday 7th - Saturday 9th September 2017 

> Over 100 Gins to choose from 

> Tickets £20 (£18 of that will be drinks tokens) 

> Entry includes a commemorative gin glass to take away 

> Buy your tickets from www.eventbrite.co.uk 





ZZZZ9Z50? 


Opening Hours Sunday to 
Thursday5pm-11pm, 
Saturday & Sunday 5pm - 


FREE 

DEUVERY ^ 

min onier bio www.balticottage.co.uk 


til OF 4MB2S 


013842710: 

8 Charterfield Drive (off Stallings Lane), Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 7RD 



CLASSIC EVENTS 


CLASSIC VENUES 


CLASSIC & RETRO SHOW 

3rd SEPT DY3 4DF HALL 


• AROUND 800 VEHICLES 

• DISPLAYS OF CLASSIC CARS AND 
MOTORCYCLES, COMMERCIAL VEHICL 

• TRADE AND AUTOJUMBLE STANDS 

• THE BLUEBIRD BELLES’ 1940s & 
VINTAGE VOCAL HARMONY GROUP 



ADULTS: £8 | UNDER 14’S: £4 
FAMILYTICKET (2 ADULTS & 3 CHILDREN): £24 

10am - 4pm | Dogs allowed on leads 

Enter your vehicle before 6th Aug, Trade stands available 


WWW.CLASSICMOTORSHOWS.CO.uk ^AssoaATmwrrH 
FOR FURTHER INFO ENQUIRIES 0845 879 1028 bS LANCASTER 

-- ---- Assn! INSURANCE 


OR EMAIL: INFO@GEMINIEVENTS.CO.UK 
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The X Factor 
(ITV, 8pm) 

New series. Dermot O'Leary 
returns with the long-running 
talent contest, which is now 
entering its 14th year. As ever, 
would-be pop icons from all 
walks of life queue down the 
street for a moment in the 
spotlight as the auditions 
process begins, but it remains 
to be seen whether the 
contestant who will ultimately 
replace last year's winner Matt 
Terry as champion will be 
among the first acts to present 
themselves to the panel. Louis 
Walsh, Nicole Scherzinger and 
Sharon Osbourne all return to 
take their places at the judges' 
desk, alongside ever-present X 
Factor supremo Simon Cowell. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nadiya’s British Food 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 
12.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Athletics: Diamond 
League Brussels Highlights. 2.15 Live 
Triathlon. The British Triathlon Mixed 
Relay Cup. 4.30 Flog It! (R) 5.10 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.40 Wallace 
& Gromit: The Wrong Trousers. (R) 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.25 Len Goodman’s Partners in 
Rhyme. Michelle Ackerley, Russell 
Kane, Russell Grant and Roxanne 
Pallett try to help contestants Brun 
and Isabella make it through Len’s 
poetry-based challenges. 

7.00 Pointless Celebrities. Simon Day, 
Paul Chowdhry, Emily Atack, Ian 
Lavender, Kerry Godliman, 

Graeme Garden, Steve Pemberton 
and Bob Mortimer take part in a 
special edition of the quiz. (R) 

7.50 Casualty. Ethan anxiously awaits 
the result of the coroner’s report 
into Scott Ellisson’s death, and lain 
faces the wrath of Lily’s Aunt Ling 
when he accompanies her to a 
family wedding. 

9.00 Film: The Full Monty. (1997) Six 
unemployed men from Sheffield 
decide to become strippers for one 
night only in a bid to raise extra 
money. However, with no dancing 
experience and far from perfect 
physiques, the men rely on the 
unique selling point of complete 
nudity to impress the punters. 
Comedy, starring Robert Carlyle, 
Mark Addy, Tom Wilkinson, Hugo 
Speer and Paul Barber. 

10.25 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.45 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Newlyweds 
Dermot and Maria argue over 
whether they should buy their own 
home, while Grandad hopes to 
witness his own funeral. (R) 

11.15 Live at the Apollo. Frankie Boyle 
hosts an evening of stand-up at 
the Apollo in Hammersmith, 
London, introducing routines by 
Simon Evans and Aisling Bea. (R) 

11.45 People Just Do Nothing. Kurupt 
FM’s HQ is daubed with graffiti as 
the spat with Kold FM intensifies, 
and while the others set about 
securing the boundaries, Grindah 
continues his battle to win back 
Miche. 

12.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.45 The NFL Show. (R) 7.15 Film: 

Valley of Eagles. (1951) 8.35 Film: Mrs 
Miniver. (1942) 10.45 Railways of the 
Great War with Michael Portillo. (R) 
11.15 Wanted Down Under. (R) 12.00 
My Life on a Plate. (R) 12.45 Dirk 
Bogarde: Talking Pictures. (R) 1.25 Film: 
The Password Is Courage. (1962) Fact- 
based Second World War comedy 
drama, starring Dirk Bogarde. 3.20 
Mastermind. (R) 3.45 University 
Challenge. (R) 4.15 Only Connect. (R) 

4.45 Gardeners’ World. (R) 5.45 The Big 
Family Cooking Showdown. (R) 

6.45 Proms Extra. Katie Derham is 
joined by percussionist Evelyn 
Glennie and pianist Stephen 
Hough to discuss Stravinsky’s 
Violin Concerto and some of the 
recent Proms concerts. Last in the 
series. 

7.25 Venice Biennale: Britain’s New 
Voices. Documentary following a 
group of British artists as they 
prepare an exhibition of their work 
in a Venice Palazzo during the 
prestigious Italian arts festival. 

8.00 lolo’s Great Welsh Parks, lolo 
Williams visits Dare Valley Country 
Park near Aberdare, which was the 
first country park in Wales and up 
until the 1960s was the site of 19 
coal mines. Last in the series. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Wilson struggles to 
get the platoon out of the pub and 
on parade, leaving Mainwaring to 
tackle a suspected IRA terrorist. 
Comedy, starring Arthur Lowe. (R) 
9.00 Whitney: Can I Be Me. Director 
Nick Broomfield makes use of 
previously unused footage and live 
performance recordings to tell the 
life story of Whitney Houston, the 
celebrated American singer who 
died at the age of 48 in 2012. 
Despite making millions of dollars, 
and achieving more consecutive 
number-one hits than The Beatles, 
Whitney’s time in the spotlight left 
her believing she “wasn’t free” to 
be herself, and here, Broomfield 
assesses the circumstances that 
would bring a talented performer 
of international repute to believe 
she was a victim of her own 
success. 

10.40 Film: Hunky Dory. (2011) A 
teacher at a 1970s Welsh school 
persuades her students to stage a 
rock musical based on 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 
Comedy drama, with Minnie Driver. 

12.25 Film: I’m So Excited! (2013) 1.50 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Ninjago: Rebooted. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 
Weekend. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Saturday 
Morning with James Martin. 11.25 The 
Hungry Sailors. (R) 12.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 Tipping Point. (R) 1.30 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 3.30 Film: 
Mamma Mia! (2008) Musical comedy, 
starring Meryl Streep. 5.30 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 The Family Chase. New series. 
Bradley Walsh pits teams made up 
of family members against some 
of the finest quiz brains in the 
country, beginning with the 
Bennetts from Hampshire. 

7.00 Cannonball. New series. Andrew 
Flintoff hosts the action-packed 
game show, in which 24 
contestants are tasked with 
traversing a series of water-based 
challenges and custom-made 
inflatable obstacles, each designed 
to test their speed, accuracy, 
height and distance. The most 
successful contestants then claim 
a chance to launch themselves 
'cannonball-style' at a moving 
target on the surface of a deep¬ 
water tank, all in the hope of 
nabbing the show's 'priceless' 
Cannonball Cup. Frankie Bridge, 
Radzi Chinyanganya, Ryan Hand 
and Maya Jama all join Andrew at 
the poolside to commentate on the 
action. 

8.00 The X Factor. New series. The 
long-running talent contest 
returns, as judges Louis Walsh, 
Nicole Scherzinger, Sharon 
Osbourne and Simon Cowell 
appraise their first batch of 
auditionees. 

9.30 The Jonathan Ross Show. New 

series. The chat show returns, as 
Jonathan interviews singer- 
turned-actor Harry Styles, actress 
Suranne Jones, retired track 
runner Mo Farah and comedian 
John Bishop. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Die Another Day. (2002) 

Spy adventure, starring Pierce 
Brosnan and Halle Berry. 

1.15 Jackpot247.3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


8.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 11.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. (R) 1.20 Four in a Bed. 
(R) 1.50 Four in a Bed. (R) 2.20 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 2.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.25 
Four in a Bed. (R) 4.00 A Place in the 
Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.00 Channel 4 
News. 5.30 Formula 1: Italian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 

7.00 Rome’s Sunken Secrets. 
Documentary exploring the 
underwater ruins of Baiae, an 
ancient Roman city located in the 
modern-day Bay of Naples, which 
in its time was an exclusive retreat 
for the wealthiest and most 
influential of the empire’s citizens. 
A team of historians and 
volcanologists examine the relics 
that have been uncovered from the 
city and investigate the reasons 
why it sank. Baiae was located in a 
volcanic landscape, which 
provided a supply of hot water and 
steaming sulphur baths - but also 
led to the city’s destruction. (R) 
8.00 Great Canal Journeys: India. The 
first of two programmes in which 
Timothy West and Prunella Scales 
explore India by canal boat. The 
trip begins in Kerala, a region of 
palm-fringed lakes, rivers and 
British-built canals which has had 
a thriving spice trade for 
thousands of years. They explore a 
boat built by a local ruler and make 
offerings at a temple, while Pru 
learns a traditional dance. (R) 

9.00 Film: A Good Day to Die Hard. 
(2013) John McClane goes to 
Russia having received word that 
his estranged son Jack is in 
trouble with the law. He is 
surprised to discover Jack is 
secretly a CIA agent, and father 
and son join forces to take on the 
Russian Mob, who are engaged in 
a plot to steal nuclear weapons. 
Action adventure sequel, starring 
Bruce Willis and Jai Courtney. 
10.50 Film: X-Men 2. (2003) The X-Men 
are forced into an uneasy alliance 
with arch-enemy Magneto to battle 
a common foe. Superhero 
adventure sequel, starring Hugh 
Jackman. 

1.10 Hollyoaks. 3.15 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 4.10 Selling Houses with 
Amanda Lamb. 
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6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.45 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 2. (R) 11.05 Police 
Interceptors: Deadly Pursuits. (R) 12.00 
Police Interceptors: The Fatal Four. (R) 

I. 00 Police Interceptors. (R) 2.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 5.00 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 

Coventry, the sheriffs chase 
£10,000 owed by a publican to a 
contractor, while agents in central 
London try to recover almost 
£8,000 owed to a firm of 
accountants. (R) 

6.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Paul and Ben face a challenging 
eviction in London, where a 
vulnerable tenant in rent arrears 
has barricaded her front door, and 
the agents receive a tirade of 
abuse. Meanwhile, Brian and Del 
chase a debt of nearly £2,000 in 
Surrey, before trying to recover 
almost £3,000 in 
Northamptonshire. Finally, Steve 
and Ru head to Portsmouth to 
evict a young family for a landlord 
who wants her property back. (R) 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Supernatural Nazis. Hitler’s belief 
in black magic and psychic 
abilities, which he used to shape 
his strategies and influence the 
course of the war. 

9.00 Super Scary Plane Landings. 

Flying remains the safest way to 
travel, but a 10-year study by 
Boeing shows that more than half 
of fatal air crashes happen during 
approach and landing - eight 
times more deadly than take-off 
fatalities. This documentary visits 
the islands of the Caribbean, home 
to some of the world’s most 
difficult runways, including St 
Barts where the airport is on the 
side of a hill that gives way to the 
sea. It also includes interviews 
with passengers who were on 
board a flight forced to return to 
Heathrow after an engine burst 
into flames. (R) 

10.00 The Secret Life of the Long-Haul 
Flight. Documentary following one 
of the longest flights in the world - 
from London to Sydney. (R) 

II. 30Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 

Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Eve of 
Destruction. 4.45 Access. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Brain with David Eagleman 8.00 
Fossil Wonderlands: Nature’s Hidden 
Treasures 9.00 Inspector Montalbano 
11.00 Top of the Pops: 1984 12.10 The 
Everly Brothers: Harmonies from Heaven 

I. 10 Metal at the BBC 1.40 Fabric of 
Britain: The Wonder of Embroidery 2.40 
Fossil Wonderlands: Nature’s Hidden 
Treasures 3.40 Close 

ITV2 

II. 50 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 12.15 
You’ve Been Framed Gold! Funniest 100 
1.20 Film: Space Chimps (2008) 2.20 
FYI Daily 2.25 Film: Space Chimps 
(2008) 3.00 Film: Paul Blart: Mall Cop 
(2009) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Paul 
Blart: Mall Cop (2009) 4.50 Film: 
Despicable Me (2010) 5.50 FYI Daily 

5.55 Film: Despicable Me (2010) 6.55 
Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 7.55 FYI Daily 
8.00 Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 9.30 Film: 
The 40 Year-Old Virgin (2005) 10.30 FYI 
Daily 10.35 Film: The 40 Year-Old Virgin 
(2005) 11.50 Family Guy 1.15 American 
Dad! 2.10 The Keith Lemon Sketch Show 
3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

I. 45 The Darling Buds of May 3.00 Film: 
The Queen (2006) 4.00 FYI Daily 4.05 
Film: The Queen (2006) 5.05 Lewis 9.00 
Foyle’s War 11.05 Law & Order: UK 1.05 
The Knock 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.00 British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 1.30 ITV Racing: Live from 
Sandown. 4.00 Film: Every Which Way 
But Loose (1978) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 
Film: Every Which Way But Loose (1978) 

6.15 Storage Wars 7.10 Barcelona’s 
European Glory 7.25 World Cup 2018 
Qualifier. 10.00 Cycling: Vuelta a Espana 

II. 00 World Cup Highlights 2018 12.30 
Film: Senna (2010) 1.30 FYI Daily 1.35 
Film: Senna (2010)2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.55 Film: Muppet Treasure Island 

(1996) 1.55 Streetmate 3.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 4.00 The Great British Bake Off 

5.15 The Great British Bake Off: An Extra 
Slice 6.05 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 
Film: Gl Joe: Retaliation (2013) 10.05 
Naked Attraction 11.10 Gogglebox 1.30 
Tattoo Fixers 2.20 Rude Tube 3.25 Naked 
Attraction 4.20 Rude(ish) Tube 

Film4 

1.00 The Book of Life (2014) 2.50 Carry 
On Constable (1960) 4.30 Fantastic Four 
(2005) 6.35 Mrs Doubtfire (1993) 9.00 
Prisoners (2013) 12.05 Solomon Kane 
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Fake or Fortune? 

(BBC1,8pm) 

Fiona Bruce and art expert 
Philip Mould travel to Australia 
to verify whether a painting 
bought from an English auction 
site is a lost work by 
impressionist Tom Roberts, one 
of the country's most important 
artists. The owners have fallen 
on hard times, and desperately 
need to prove the painting is 
genuine. The investigation 
leads them to retrace the time 
Roberts spent in Britain and 
uncovers some alarming 
forgeries. 



BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Man- 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 

11.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 
12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Money for Nothing. (R) 
2.15 Escape to the Country. (R)3.00 
Points of View. 3.15 Lifeline. 3.25 Songs 
of Praise. 4.00 Diana: The Last Princess 
of Wales. 5.00 Film: Toy Story 3. (2010) 
Woody, Buzz and the other toys 
accidently end up in a daycare centre 
when their owner grows up. At first this 
seems like the perfect new home for 
them, but when they realise the dangers 
lurking under the surface, they begin to 
formulate an escape plan. Pixar animated 
adventure sequel, with the voices of Tom 
Hanks and Tim Allen. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. A look at how our 
food is harvested, whether it is 
large-scale crops to stock 
supermarket shelves or smaller 
hand-picked harvests for local 
markets. John Craven is in 
Oxfordshire meeting the only 
distillers in the country to use an 
ancient strain of rye to create a 
new type of gin, while Margherita 
Taylor is in Norfolk with a farmer 
keen to extol the virtues of the 
humble British radish. 

8.00 Fake or Fortune? Fiona Bruce and 
art expert Philip Mould travel to 
Australia to verify whether a 
painting is a lost work by 
impressionist Tom Roberts, one of 
the country's most important 
artists. 

9.00 Strike-The Cuckoo’s Calling. 

Long-buried secrets are revealed, 
putting Strike and Robin in danger 
as they close in on Lula’s killer. 
Robin receives key information 
from a salesgirl at the boutique 
Lula visited, while John points out 
that he, Tony and Yvette all have 
an alibi. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 New Tricks. Detective drama, 
starring Dennis Waterman as one 
of three retired officers dedicated 
to tackling unsolved cases. (R) 

11.30 Film: Keeping Rosy. (2014) A 
businesswoman takes increasingly 
desperate measures to make 
amends after she commits an 
uncharacteristic violent act. 

Thriller, starring Maxine Peake. 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.00 The Instant Gardener. (R) 6.45 
Garden Rescue. (R) 7.30 Gardeners’ 
World. (R) 8.30 The Beechgrove Garden. 
9.00 Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Lorraine’s Fast, 
Fresh and Easy Food. (R) 12.00 A Cook 
Abroad: Monica Galetti’s France. (R) 

I. 00 Boxing: World Amateur 
Championships. 3.00 Equestrian: 
Burghley Horse Trials. 5.00 Flog It! (R) 
6.00 Wild Tales from the Village. 

Documentary following the 
animals that live near a remote 
rural French village, including red 
squirrels, wild boar, dormice and 
stone martens. As the wildlife 
struggles to survive the winter, 
they take full advantage of living so 
close to unsuspecting humans in 
their search for food, while trying 
not to be detected. (R) 

7.00 Tribes, Predators & Me. Gordon 
Buchanan travels to Papua New 
Guinea, where he meets a tribe on 
the banks of the Sepik River that 
has learned to live alongside 
crocodiles. Members of the tribe 
teach him to hunt fully grown adult 
predators using only their bare 
hands and discovers their belief 
that a giant crocodile lives in a 
nearby lake and protects them 
from harm. Last in the series. (R) 
8.00 Dragons’ Den. Deborah Meaden, 
Peter Jones, Touker Suleyman, Tej 
Lalvani and Jenny Campbell 
consider the profit-making 
potential of a crowdfunded range 
of personalised luxury bags, a 
range of free-from, allergy-friendly 
frozen curry sauces and a thick- 
yarn crafting business. 

9.00 Astronauts: Do You Have What It 
Takes? The candidates move from 
basic to advanced stages of 
selection, heading to some of the 
most specialised astronaut 
training facilities in Europe. 
10.00111 Behaviour. Joel is consumed 
by paranoia as he and Tess resort 
to locking Charlie in the basement, 
and accidentally destroys the last 
round of chemotherapy drugs. 

Last in the series. 

II. 00 Film: Let Me In. (2010) A bullied 

boy befriends a mysterious girl, 
unaware she is a vampire who is 
behind a recent series of killings. 
Horror remake, starring Chloe 
Grace Moretz. 

12.45 Film: Return from the River Kwai. 
(1988) 2.25 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 
3.20 Holby City. (R) 4.20 This Is BBC 
Two. 
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6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.15 
Super4. (R) 7.30 Ninjago: Rebooted. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 
Weekend. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 10.25 Joanna Lumley’s 
Postcards. (R) 10.55 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. 11.20 Long Lost 
Family. (R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 
12.30 Bear Grylls Survival School. (R) 

I. 00 Film: Happy Feet. (2006) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Elijah Wood. 
3.00 The X Factor. (R) 4.30 Victoria. (R) 
5.35 Regional Programme; 

Weather.5.40 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. New 
series. Ben Shephard presents a 
celebrity quiz, in which 
contestants Melanie C, Louis 
Walsh and Anton Du Beke answer 
questions to win turns on an 
arcade-style machine. 

7.00 Coronation Street. Phelan makes 
a grave decision about Andy, Rana 
and Kate’s night out ends in upset, 
and Todd leaves Summer and Amy 
to their own devices. 

8.00 The X Factor. The long-running 
talent contest continues, as Louis 
Walsh, Nicole Scherzinger, Sharon 
Osbourne and Simon Cowell judge 
their second batch of auditionees. 
9.00 Victoria. The queen suspects that 
her husband is attracted to another 
woman, and discovers that she is 
pregnant with a second child - 
leaving her concerned that 
motherhood will dominate her life 
and reign, at the expense of any 
other possibilities. Below stairs, 
new dresser Cleary thinks that the 
palace is haunted, but Brodie 
believes there is a natural 
explanation for the events that 
have frightened her. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Judge Rinder’s Crime Stories. 
Barrister Robert Rinder examines 
real-life cases, looking at the 
events leading up to crimes, going 
through the police investigations 
and summing up the trials. (R) 

II. 25 5 Gold Rings. A brother and sister 

and two Royal Navy shipmates 
compete to identify images on an 
LED floor while viewers can play 
along using the series app. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.00 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. (R) 
6.15 Last Man Standing. 6.40 Outlaw 
Triathlon. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.20 Film: Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 

Dog Days. (2012) Family comedy sequel, 
starring Zachary Gordon. 3.15 The 
Crystal Maze. (R) 4.10 The Great British 
Bake Off. (R) 5.25 Channel 4 News. 5.45 
Formula 1: Italian Grand Prix Highlights. 
8.00 From Russia to Iran: Crossing the 
Wild Frontier. Levison Wood and 
his guide journey by any means 
available through Azerbaijan, 
encountering terrifying dogs and 
nomadic shepherds in the 
Gobustan desert. Then it is on to 
Georgia, where Levison goes in 
search of a hermit monk who lives 
on top of a 45m tall stone 
monolith, passes the birthplace of 
Stalin and visits an old Soviet 
mining town. 

9.00 Film: Exodus: Gods and Kings. 

(2014) Premiere. Moses, the 
adoptive brother of the pharaoh of 
Egypt, is sent into exile, where he 
receives a message from God 
demanding he set all the country’s 
slaves free. When his brother 
refuses to comply, the kingdom is 
struck by a series of devastating 
plagues. Biblical epic, starring 
Christian Bale, Joel Edgerton, 
Sigourney Weaver and John 
Turturro. 

11.50 Film: Safe House. (2012) A CIA 
agent has to protect a captured 
fugitive from mercenaries, but also 
has to resist his prisoner’s mind 
games. Thriller, with Denzel 
Washington and Ryan Reynolds. 

1.50 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
The chef helps a New York restaurant 
stuck in the 1980s. (R) 2.40 Gillette 
World Sport. An interview with boxer 
Marco Huck. 3.10 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 
Reece Bellotti looks to keep his perfect 
record intact at the 02 in London. 3.35 
Para Triathlon: Superhero Tri. Jonnie 
Peacock, David Weir and Kadeena Cox 
are among the stars appearing in the 
inaugural event, which took place at 
Dorney Lake. (R) 4.30 Location, 

Location, Location. Kirstie Allsopp and 
Phil Spencer revisit Matt Rushworth, 
who wanted to settle down in Windsor, 
and a couple from Sheffield with different 
opinions about their property. (R) 5.25 
Jamie’s Comfort Food Bites. Jamie 
demonstrates howto make a 
marshmallow pavlova. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Poppy Cat. 6.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 6.25 Mr Men. (R) 6.35 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.40 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 

6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.55 Wissper. (R) 
7.05 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.15 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.25 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.30 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.50 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.15 Noddy: 
Toyland Detective. (R) 8.35 Floogals. (R) 

8.50 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
9.05 Shimmerand Shine. 9.20 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

10.05 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 
10.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.10 Penguins Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. (R) 12.05 Monkeys Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 1.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.05 All New Traffic 
Cops. (R) 3.05 All New Traffic Cops. (R) 
4.00 All New Traffic Cops. (R) 5.00 
Traffic Cops: On the Edge. (R) 

6.00 Traffic Cops: Under Attack. 

Thieves towing a stolen generator 
on one wheel along town and 
country roads cause chaos, 
smashing the barriers on a closed 
level crossing and coming close to 
causing a train crash. (R) 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
High Court enforcement agents 
Paul Bohill and Steve Pinner are in 
Birmingham on a potentially 
dangerous, full-scale eviction of a 
large traveller community. (R) 

8.00 Aviva Premiership Rugby 
Highlights. Action from the 
opening round of fixtures, 
including Saracens v Northampton 
Saints, London Irish v Harlequins 
and Gloucester v Exeter Chiefs. 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Fifty Shades of Grey. (2015) 
Premiere. A naive young literature 
student’s life is thrown into turmoil 
by an affair with a mysterious 
billionaire. Initially she is intrigued 
by his aloof and distant manner, 
but soon realises he is harbouring 
dark secrets and desires. Erotic 
drama based on EL James’ 
bestseller, starring Jamie Dornan. 
Including 5 News Update at 22.00. 
11.25 My Secret Sex Fantasy. New 
series. A detailed look at the 
deepest fantasies of ordinary men 
and women, who volunteer to 
reveal them on camera, asking 
what their deeper meanings are 
beyond the sex. 

12.20 OMG! Rise of the Insta-Babes. 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Judy Garland: In 
Life and Death. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 The World’s Most Beautiful Eggs: 
The Genius of Carl Faberge 8.00 BBC 
Proms 2017 12.40 Singer-Songwriters at 
the BBC 2.35 The World’s Most Beautiful 
Eggs: The Genius of Carl Faberge 3.35 
Close 
ITV2 

11.00 The X Factor 12.35 Film: Around 
the World in 80 Days (2004) 1.35 FYI 
Daily 1.40 Film: Around the World in 80 
Days (2004) 2.55 Film: Beethoven’s 2nd 
(1993)3.55 FYI Daily 4.00 Film: 
Beethoven’s 2nd (1993) 4.45 Film: 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2005) 
5.50 FYI Daily 5.55 Film: Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (2005) 7.00 Film: 
Inception (2010) 8.05 FYI Daily 8.10 
Film: Inception (2010) 10.00 Family Guy 

11.55 American Dad! 12.55 The 
Cleveland Show 1.50 Viral Tap 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

12.55 Midsomer Murders 2.55 Film: The 
Secret Garden (1993) 3.55 FYI Daily 4.00 
Film: The Secret Garden (1993) 5.00 
Midsomer Murders 9.00 Sunday Night at 
the Palladium 10.00 Diana: The Day 
Britain Cried 11.00 Law & Order: UK 1.05 
Foyle’s War 2.50 The Knock 3.45 Wycliffe 
4.40 Rising Damp 5.05 Judge Judy 5.30 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

3.45 Football’s Greatest: Paul Gascoigne 

3.55 Storage Wars 4.20 The Big Fish Off 
5.25 Minder 6.25 Cycling: Vuelta a 
Espana 7.25 World Cup 2018 Qualifier. 
Hungary v Portugal (Kick-off 7.45pm). 
10.00 Cycling: Tour of Britain 11.00 
Film: Maximum Conviction (2012) 12.05 
FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Maximum 
Conviction (2012) 1.10 BRDC Formula 3 
Championship Highlights 2.05 Barry 
McGuigan: Sports Life Stories 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea: Ibiza 12.00 Don’t 
Tell the Bride 1.00 Streetmate 2.05 Film: 
The Tigger Movie (2000) 3.40 Film: Rio 
(2011) 5.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: The A-Team (2010) 11.20 The Big 
Bang Theory 12.20 Tattoo Fixers on 
Holiday 1.20 Don’t Tell the Bride 2.25 
Body Fixers 3.20 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Phantom (1996) 1.00 Baby’s 
Day Out (1994) 2.50 Eragon (2006) 4.55 
Congo (1995) 7.00 Evolution (2001) 

9.00 Four Weddings and a Funeral 
(1994) Romantic comedy, with Hugh 
Grant and Andie MacDowell. 11.15 
Instinct (1999) 1.40 Mindscape (2013) 
3.45 Close 


B0RSHCH 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 
DY2 0QU • 01384 571 879 

Open: Mon - Sat 9.30am-6pm Sun 10am-4pm 




Integrated Appliances 


INTEGRATED HOBS INTEGRATED WASHING 
MACHINES 

\ A. A 




FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 

ON PURCHASES OVER £150.00 WITH 
THIS VOUCHER 
VALID UNTIL 

SUNDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 


I 


BIRMINGHAM 

Jpper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


WALSALL 

Unit 17-19 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 
01922 279927 


ERDINGTON 

1 -41 Sutton Road 
Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 448 0202 




Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk || 


Simply Confident. Simply Njtunl 

f ^ 


L - A 




Bowled over with their new smiles! 

Living life to its fullest Jean and Roy lectured) don't let 
things get in their way. Having both worn dentures for 
many years they knew it was time to update their smile. 
Keeping active and enjoyrng a regular a game of bowfs 
Jean is happy now to smile with confidence when she 
wins a round with her ladies. 

Being able to spend time with them both we were able 
to discover their individual challenges. Then we were 
able to meet their expectations for the dentures. 

Do call us if you would like a smri# makeover and book 
your free consultation or reouest a brochure. 


At Simply Dentures you get to see our Clinical Technician, 
Peter Brookes DipCDT, who creates your new smile. He 
takes tha time to fasten to your individual needs to gat the 
right treatment plan for you Giving you the confidence 
that you will get the smile you deserve. 

9 free Consultation 9 Hew Dentures 'Copy Sets 9 Repo its 
‘Rcbncs 0 Additions 0 Otonmg Sennet 
9 implant Retained 9 free Denture Health Check 



Call us for information on 01902 664634 
For more information see., www.simplydentures.net 

16-17 Roseville Precinct, Castle Street, Coseley, WV14 9EP 
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MONDAY 

Dear Viola, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Shy accountant Katie is working at a local newspaper 
when she takes over the advice column after the 
regular writer retires. Sifting through the letters, she 
finds one from a widower, who is unable to get over 
the death of his wife years earlier. They begin 
corresponding with each other and she soon finds 
herself falling in love with him. Romantic comedy, 
starring Kellie Martin and Jefferson Brown. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

Fifty Shades of Grey, Channel 5,11pm 

A naive young literature student’s life is thrown into 
turmoil by an affair with a mysterious billionaire. 
Initially she is intrigued by his aloof and distant 
manner, but soon realises he is harbouring dark 
secrets and desires. Erotic drama based on EL 
James’ bestseller, starring Jamie Dornan. (2015) 

THURSDAY 

A Risk Worth Taking, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

A woman caring for her terminally ill husband at their 
home in the wilds of Scotland begins to develop 
feelings for a friend who is helping them to manage 
their business affairs. Romantic drama based on the 
novel by Robin Pilcher, starring Muriel Baumeister, 
James Wilby, Tim Dutton and Olivia Hallinan. (2008) 



FRIDAY 

Jesse Stone: Death in Paradise, Channel 5, 

3.15pm 

A disgraced Los Angeles cop who has become chief 
of police in a small town investigates when the body 
of a teenage girl is found in a lake. His inquiries lead 
him to Boston, where he comes into conflict with the 
local Mob. Third in the crime drama series, starring 
Tom Selleck and Edward Edwards. (2006) 

Little Voice, BBC1,11.35pm 

A painfully shy woman has a talent for impersonating 
famous performers including Shirley Bassey, Marilyn 
Monroe and Judy Garland. She is spotted by a greedy 
promoter who instinctively realises her considerable 
money-spinning potential, but the shrinking violet 
proves reluctant to step into the limelight. Comedy 
drama, with Jane Horrocks. (1998) 



Returning series is just 
what the doctor ordered 


I t all started with one blonde 
hair... 

Back in 2015, the BBC 
launched the TV drama Doctor 
Foster starring Suranne Jones as 
GP Gemma Foster, who seemed to 
have the perfect life - until she 
discovered that stray strand of hair 
on her husband’s scarf and began 
to fear he was cheating on her. 
Some viewers may have thought 
that was a bit of an extreme 
reaction, but it turned out that just 
because Gemma was paranoid it 
didn’t mean that Simon (Bertie 
Carvel) wasn’t a cheat who, in 
addition to getting a younger 
woman pregnant, had also secretly 
put his family in a precarious 
financial position. 

Over the course of five exquisitely 
tense episodes, Gemma set out to 
expose the extent of Simon’s 
betrayal, culminating in a horribly 
awkward dinner party and a violent 
confrontation - which an impressive 
10.1 million of us tuned into watch. 

Suranne Jones, who picked up a 
Best Actress Bafta for her 
performance as the woman 


scorned, can understand why 
viewers were hooked - it played on 
our ‘fear of infidelity and fear of not 
being loved’. 

The former Coronation Street star 
adds: “Trust is an issue that is very 
personal to each individual. You 
want to feel love and trust and all 
those things that bind relationships 
together, with your partner, your 
friends, your relatives or any loved 
ones. When you introduce a drama 
about those things people instantly 
identify with it. That’s why 
relationship and family dramas work 
so well when they’re done right.” 

Although some more bloodthirsty 
viewers were slightly disappointed 
that Gemma’s revenge didn’t go 
even further, the series ended with 
Simon in disgrace, forced to leave 
town with his pregnant mistress 
Kate (Jodie Comer), and the doctor 
with her reputation restored and 
custody of her son. 

And as we pick up the action two 
years later in series two, it seems 
things are going well for Gemma. 

Jones says: “On the surface she 


has got her life back together. She’s 
very busy as she’s now head of the 
GP surgery. She’s still got her 
friends around her, like Ros and her 
neighbours across the 
road. She and [son] Tom are very 
close and very happy. They treat 
each other very respectfully and like 
friends, they are very warm to each 
other. She’s happy.” 

However, that’s about to change 
when Simon takes his life into his 
hands and comes back. Jones 
explains: “I think Gemma would like 
to think she is in a position to allow 
herself to move on and him to move 
on as long as they have separate 
lives and they don’t have to deal 
with each other. So 
when she sees him every ounce 
of upset, torment and hatred comes 
flooding back. She can’t control 
herself again and she hates that.” 

But how far will she go this time to 
regain the upper hand? Well, as 
writer and creator Mike Barlett says 

this new series is‘slightly darker’ _ _ _ 

than the first, Simon should Suranne Jones stars as Doctor Foster, Tuesday, BBC1,9pm 

probably be very afraid... 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Diana and I 
BBC2, 9pm 

There has been a whole raft of programmes looking 
at the death of Princess Diana recently, most of 
them considering the impact the tragedy had on her 
two sons William and Harry and the royal family. But 
what effect did Diana’s death have on people 
throughout the nation? This fictional drama tells the 
story from the point of view of four ordinary people 
and is set across the week that followed her tragic 
death on August 31, 1997. It follows four lead 
characters (Tamsin Greig, Nico Mirallegro, Kiran 
Sonia Sawar and Laurie Davidson) whose stories 
run parallel but are at times interlinked. Each will lift 
the lid on that week, from that fateful Sunday to the 
funeral at Westminster Abbey. A mother, a son, a 
wife, a boyfriend - their human stories concern 
death, love, grief, greed, relationships, marriage - 
and will explore the role that chance and luck play 
in our lives. 

TUESDAY 

Lisa Riley’s Baggy Body Club 
ITV, 9pm 

Over the course of 16 months, actress and 
presenter Lisa Riley has lost an astonishing 12 
stone, going from a size 28 to a 12. However, it 


turns out there is a downside to her impressive 
weight loss. In this documentary, Lisa opens up 
about being part of the eBaggy Body Club’, the 
growing number of people who have been left with 
a mass of unsightly sagging skin after shedding the 
pounds. Filmed over seven months, cameras follow 
Lisa as she reveals how she lost the weight, works 
to maintain her new healthy lifestyle, and looks for 
a way to get rid of her excess skin. Along the way, 
she meets other members of the Baggy Body Club, 
who have either gone under the knife to solve the 
problem or who want surgery but are unable to 
afford it due to the NHS only funding extreme 
cases. 

WEDNESDAY 
Back 

Channel 4,10pm 

In 2015, Peep Show came to an end after 
12 years and nine series, but clearly 
David Mitchell and Robert Webb 
weren’t ready to call time on their 
double act. They’ve now reunited for 
this new sitcom, which stars Mitchell 
as Stephen, a failed lawyer who is 
preparing to take over the family 
pub following the death of his 
father. His mum and sister have 


no qualms about handing over control of the 
business, but Stephen fears his plans are 
unravelling when his charismatic former foster 
brother Andrew (Webb), who spent five months 
living with the family in the 1980s, unexpectedly 
arrives for the funeral. The other mourners are 
delighted to see him again, but Stephen can barely 
remember him - and becomes suspicious about his 
motives for turning up out of the blue. 

THURSDAY 
Safe House 
ITV, 9pm 

In 2015, Christopher Eccleston 
and Marsha Thomason played a 
married couple who turned their 
home into a safe house, enabling 
them to shelter a family forced 
to go on the run. It was a 
self-contained story, 
but ITV liked the 
format so much that 
they’ve brought it 
back, this time with 
Stephen Moyer and 
Zoe Tapper taking 
the lead roles, 
but playing 


different characters. Moyer is ex-police officer Tom 
Brook, while Tapper is his partner Sam, and 
together they run a safe house situated by 
Anglesey’s rugged coastline. Tom continues to be 
dogged by ‘the one show got away’, a serial 
kidnapper known as The Crow. So when, after 
years of silence, the villain to be up to his old tricks 
again, Tom becomes obsessed with bringing him to 
justice. 

FRIDAY 
Cold Feet 
ITV, 9pm 

After last year’s hugely successful reboot, Adam, 
Jenny, Pete, Karen and David are back. And as 
usual there are plenty of ups and downs in store for 
the Mancunian friends. After finally getting together 
at the end of the last series, Adam and his landlady 
Tina have spent the last 10 months being 
completely loved up. He is keen to take their 
relationship to the next level, but will she jump in 
with both feet? Thankfully, Pete has overcome his 
depression and problems with money, and is now 
earning a tidy living as a chauffeur. His wife Jenny is 
also flourishing in her job, but has she taken her eye 
off the ball with her marriage? Elsewhere, Karen is 
getting ready to launch her publishing house and its 
debut novel, and David’s ready to find love again. 




WINDOW 

DOCTOR 

CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 


Old looking handles, letterboxes etc. can be replaced 
draughty windows can be re-sealed, gaskets replaced 


Hew locking systems, barrels and keys 


Any problems please call tor free quote and advice 


Vie are a company you can bust trading for over 25 years 


FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

vmwMfestylewlnrlomofkingswinford.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 



Varifocals Free with 
EBB Voucher 
SAVE LOTS & LOTS£ 
£ e OF MONEY £ £ 

rom £40 Single, 

£55 Bifocals, 

£65 Varifocals 

(complete with frames) 

Prescription Sungli 

Clip on ready readers 
" Clip on sunglasses 

Put old lenses into new frames from £30 




WE DO NOT TEST SO BRING YOUR 
PRESCRIPTION AND NHS VOUCHERS 


Now accepting card payments 


01384 237989 


PLAZA MALLS, DUDLEY (inside old Woolworths) 

Open 6 Days a Week 9 am-5 pm 



50% OFF 

VIDEO OFFERS 

VIDEO ADVERT now £349 

CORPORATE VIDEOS now £399 

quote ‘offerSO’ 

www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA DIGITAL 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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1. To succeed in 
tackling a part is a 
fine achievement 
( 11 ) 

9. Makes climbing 
excursions, but 
stumbles (5,2) 

10. Draw a ship partly 
at the mercy of the 
waves (5) 

11. Letter E in that 
translation (5) 

12. Jersey in troubled 
waters around the 
far end of France 
(7) 

13. Bill may be seen in 
front of this placard 
( 6 ) 

15. A press 

arrangement is 
scanty (6) 

18. Definite measures 
of length for those 
going to roost (7) 

20. Important arterial 
way in Australia or 
Tasmania (5) 

22. Made an 
assessment of 
fluctuation in trade 
(5) 

23. Give the reason for 
former monetary 
unit? (7) 

24. Then in great 
confusion using 
intimidation (11) 


Down 

2. Chemical 
produced from 
an underground 
working (5) 

3. Having attended to 
one’s affairs with a 
will (7) 

4. Take up a different 
attitude for sleep (6) 

5. What one produces 
on reflection (5) 

6. Part of the book 
associated with the 
dean (7) 

7. Government 
documents for 
daily publication in 
America (5,6) 

8. Foremen including 
a deck labourer in 
accusations (11) 

14. An abrasion is no 
handicap (7) 

16. Drama writer 
produces 
‘Enclosure for the 
Young’ (7) 

17. A track made by the 
climber (6) 

19. Hog seen by the 
side of the road (5) 

21. Debauchee going 
to northern city in 
France (5) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. In vogue (11) 

2. Append (3,2) 

9. Full of holes (7) 

3. Spiral (7) 

10. Bizarre (5) 

4. Singularity (6) 

11. Sudden fright (5) 

5. Smell (5) 

12. Schoolmaster (7) 

6. Shoe fastening (7) 

13. Tidily (6) 

7. Nearness (11) 

15. Standing (6) 

8. Stood for (11) 

18. Ignorant (7) 

14. Non-professional (7) 

20. Don (3,2) 

16. Hurricane (7) 

22. Tendency (5) 

17. Infrequently (6) 

23. Bishopric (7) 

19. Helped (5) 

24. Rule (11) 

21. Handle (5) 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Hornpipe; 5 Poop; 9 Fair; 
10 Idealist; 11 Sisal; 12 Lattice; 13 Television set; 
18 Register; 19 Site; 20 Acclaim; 21 Seems; 

22 Oils; 23 Druggist. Down: 2 Opaline; 

3 Narrate; 4 Paddle steamer; 6 Origins; 

7 Patient; 8 Tattoo; 13 Tornado; 14 Logical; 

15 Vistas; 16 Nest-egg; 17 Entombs. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Continue; 5 Tsar; 

9 Stun; 10 Distress; 11 Comic; 12 Twinkle; 

13 Pronouncement; 18 Restrain; 19 Sage; 

20 Treason; 21 Rivet; 22 Seem; 23 Alienate. 
Down: 2 Outdoor; 3 Tension; 4 Unintentional; 

6 Speckle; 7 Respect; 8 Strike; 13 Pirates; 

14 Obscene; 15 Onrush; 16 Mission; 17 Neglect. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. In the Christian church, what is another 
name for the Lord’s Supper? 

2. Which hat is named after a former 
Moroccan capital? 

3. What bears the inscription Decus et 
tutamen, ‘an ornament and a safeguard’? 

4. What would we normally call ortho-sulpho 
benzamide? 

5. Which Beyond The Fringe satirist died in 
January 1995? 


Which musical post was first held by 
Nicholas Lanier in 1626? 

Which spirit is named from the Dutch for 
‘burnt wine’? 

What is the capital of Slovakia? 

In which county is Greenham Common? 
Which famous children’s novel was written 
by Johanna Spyri? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Bindweed; 2 The poppy; 3 The brain; 
4 Medusa; 5 Harrods; 6 Richmond, Virginia; 
7 Marilyn Monroe; 8 1986; 9 Pathology; 

10 Walter Matthau. 

Niner: BACTERIUM 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

324487 gives a country, 

81987 gives a second country, 

7365187 gives a third country. 
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Serenity 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS +* 

Call us on 01384 279 997 


ONE CALL BRINGS 
YOU ALL OF THIS 


Example Job ^ 

Choice of 9 Door Panels, Colours and styles 
7 Units worktops and upstands, oven, 
hob and extractor sink and tap. 

Cornice, Pelmet and End Panels 

Fully Fitted £3995 


• Provide a full design and project management service if required 

• Take your ideas and make them a reality 

• So please come and meet the team at Serenity 


• All trades are carried out by our team. This includes, building, tiling, 
plastering, carpentry, electrical, plumbing and gas. No job is too big or 
too small for us. No gimmicks, just quality goods and quality service. 

Stallings Lane | Kingswinford | DY6 7AP 


www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 
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The Crown is still reigning champ 



There’s one thing they never tell you about 
having kids, and that’s to always order the 
salad. 

When everyone around you is chowing down on a 
roast dinner or burger and chips, the salad might seem 
like a rather depressing choice. However, ordering the 
leaves is a must because you will inevitably also eat 
your child’s food. 

“What? You don’t want that indulgently delicious 
goose fat roast potato?” Mummy will have it. “Rare 
roast beef going spare?” Yum, yum, yum. Before you 
know it you’ve eaten your own dinner plus the almost- 
adult sized portion of food sitting untouched in front of 
your one-year-old who prefers to throw crayons on the 
floor than eat. 

Suspecting this would be the case, I ordered the 
salad when we visited The Crown at Wergs one Sunday 
lunch time, declining a delicious-sounding roast in 
favour of a plate of leaves. 

BRISK 

The elegantly furnished gastro-pub was doing a 
brisk Sunday trade with couples and families tucking 
in to tasty-looking food. Service was friendly and, on 
arrival, we were quickly seated, offered the menu and a 
highchair was sorted for our daughter. 

The menu is vast and features everything from 
starters and sharing boards to pizzas, pastas, burgers 
and fish dishes. There was a separate menus of chef’s 
specials, as well as a generous Sunday roast offering. 
There’s even a kid’s menu which doesn’t just serve the 
identikit offerings of fish fingers/chicken nuggets, chips 
and beans options. 

The other half already had his heart set on a roast 
dinner so was delighted that choices included pork, 
beef, chicken and fig and dolcelatte nut roast for 


veggies. With a little one in tow, time was of the essence 
- the window in which she’ll sit happily is pretty small 
without having to resort to episodes of Peppa Pig on the 
iPhone - so we were keen to place our orders. 

We chose some bread and olives to keep hunger 
at bay while we awaited our main course dishes. Our 
daughter, Edie, made light work of the olives while 
my partner and I enjoyed the toasted bread dipped in 
quality olive oil and balsamic vinegar. 

With a bit of down time to take in our surroundings 
before the main courses arrived, we noted the rustic 


chic interior so typical of this type of pub. And there’s an 
open-style kitchen where you can see the chef at work. 

The food arrived and looked superb. The other half 
chose the pork loin roast while we ordered a mini beef 
roast dinner for our little girl. I, meanwhile, chose the 
slow-roasted heirloom tomato salad with brown rice, 
quinoa, edamame beans, baby kale, basil pistou and 
burrata, topped with griddled halloumi. I was a little 
disappointed, particularly at its size; it seemed a bit 
measly for a main course dish, particularly with its 
£12 price tag. However, I consoled myself with the 


knowledge that I’d be tucking into my daughter’s giant 
Yorkshire pud very soon. 

The grilled halloumi was a bit cold, slighty rubbery, 
and I’d argue that the tomatoes were raw rather than 
roasted, but that aside the rest of the ingredients were 
sublime. There was little room for dessert, which was 
quite fortunate seeing as Edie had had her fill of sitting 
still. The bill was just shy of £50 and included a large 
bottle of sparkling water and a 250ml glass of sauvignon 
blanc. 

EMILY BRIDGEWATER 


Stai^Travel « 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Your Chronicle 

^ in association with 

(JiAaP/A^ 







GRASSINGTON DICKENSIAN FESTIVAL 

& Manchester’s Christmas Markets 


Departing Saturday 2 December 2017 


PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area r 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast | 

✓ Visit to Grassington Dickensian Festival 

✓ Visit to Manchester’s Christmas markets 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/EVQ748 


QUOTE CODE: EVQ748 


YORK ST NICHOLAS CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

& Chatsworth House 



Departing Saturday 25 November 2017 


PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Chatsworth House (including admission) 
and Christmas market 

✓ Visit to York St Nicholas Christmas Fayre 


2 days, 
by coach 

.129 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/XJU059 


QUOTE CODE: XJU059 


BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET 

& Blenheim Palace 

2 days, 

Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

coach 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

129 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire 
area hotel with 3-course dinner and 

full English breakfast 

✓ Visit, including admission (value £24.90), to 
Blenheim Palace 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


VIEW ONLINE AT 
www.omega-holidays.com/FPX778 


QUOTE CODE: FPX778 


f ■ (& 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Two-bedroomed 
home is modern 
and has no chain 

A modern two-bedroomed home situated close 
to the heart of Belbroughton, 23 Nash Lane, 
Belbroughton, is for sale through Wakeman at 
£210,000 with no chain. 

Ideal for either a first-time buyer or anyone down¬ 
sizing, the gas centrally heated and double glazed 
accommodation is well-proportioned and has parking 
on the driveway to the front together with a further 
allocated parking space in a nearby courtyard. 

The property is situated within a short walking 
distance from the centre of Belbroughton yet it 
is quietly positioned and has a small private rear 
garden. 

In more detail, the ground floor entrance hall has a 
living room and a dining area, windows to the front 
and rear a kitchen with an acrylic sink unit and mixer 
taps, range of base cupboards, work top surfaces 
and wall cupboards, a built-in Zanussi oven, Lamona 
hob and a cooker hood, tiled splash backs and 
provision for a washing machine. There is also a rear 
hallway. 

On the first floor, bedroom one has a built-in 
wardrobe and overlooks the front. Bedroom two 
overlooks the rear. 

The bathroom has a white suite with a panelled 
bath, a plumbed-in shower, pedestal wash hand 
basin, a low level WC and a part tiled wall. 

Outside is a lawned front garden with a tarmac 
driveway for off-road parking. There is a small rear 
garden with a gated rear access. There is also an 
additional allocated car parking space in a courtyard 
parking area. 

If you are thinking of selling your home, then 
Wakeman Chartered Surveyors and Estate Agents in 
Dudley offer a free market appraisal, in order to give 
you advice on the marketing and asking price for your 
home. 

When you are ready to place your home on the 
market for sale they can quickly prepare high quality 
sale brochures, incorporating exterior and interior 
photographs, as well as floor plans. 

Your property is marketed for sale in their prominent 
office and on all major internet sites, including 
Teamprop.co.uk, onthemarket.com and Rightmove. 


BELBROUGHTON £210,000 







i 


fffl bobbysinghesq 


Thousands of our clients sleep well every night 

Knowing the word of a gentleman is as good as his bond 




loveyourpostcode.com® 
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POSTCODE 
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Property perfect for 
the first-time buyer 


CANNOCK 

£127,000 



Perfect for the first-time buyer, this two-bedroomed 
house in St Aidans Road, Cannock, is for sale 
through Flint & Co at £127,000. 

A spacious semi-detached property, it is ideally 
located in Cannock close to shops, schools and 
amenities. 

With gas central heating and double glazing its 
accommodation briefly comprises a lounge, kitchen/ 
diner, two good-sized bedrooms, a family bathroom, 
an enclosed rear garden and a driveway. 

The selling agents are expecting the sale of this 
property will attract a lot of interest among would-be 
buyers. 

Contact Flint & Co on 01543 624400. 




Five-bedroom 
home on the 
market with 
rural views 


BREW00D 

£799,995 «< 


This stunning designer home 
in Brewood is on the market 
with Connells. 

The property, situated in 
Back Lane, is on the market 
for offers in the region of 
£799,995. 

The residence is on sale 
with no upward chain and is 
located in a wonderful and 
rural private setting which 
offers beautiful views. 

With five bedrooms and four 
bathrooms, large gardens and 
paddock, detached garage, 
remote gated parking, the 
property is a recently built 
and individually designed split 
level detached residence with 
magnificent valley views to rear 
with the beautiful Staffordshire 
countryside and just a stone’s 
throw away from the main 
centre of picturesque Brewood 
village. 

Contact 01902 710170. 



AUCTIONS 

BIGWOOD 


6TH SEPTEMBER 

Aston Villa Football Ground 
Starting at 10:30am 


AUCTION 


150 LOTS 


To include properties on behalf of: 

Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Administrators 


Birmingham 

' City Council 


GVA 

a. Uiir M « 



41 Chatsworth Road, Halesowen 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £140,000+ (plus fees) 




72 Wheatley Road, Oldbury 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 





‘Rylands’, Smithy Lane, Pensnett 
2 Bed Detached Bungalow 

Guide: £110,000-£115,000 
(plus fees) 




16 Overdale Road, Quinton 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £50000+ (plus fees) 




12 St Peters Close, Tipton 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £39,000-£44,000 
(plus fees) 



17 Maybank Road, Netherton 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £59,000+ (plus fees) 


71 Castle Road, Tipton 

3 Bed Detached Dormer Bungalow 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


45 Drews Holloway, Halesowen 

2 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £30,000+ (plus fees) 


4 Wednesbury Oak Road, Tipton 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £50,000+ (plus fees) 


9 Grange Road, Halesowen 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £100,000+ (plus fees) 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 


1 S 1 0121 233 5046 *' www.sdlauctions.co.uk y aSDLBigwood 


Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the 
property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to change up 
to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to 
additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please 
refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


Kings winford 
01384 401777 


Briertey Hill 
01384 265265 


Sedgley 

01902 880888 


Stourbridge . Halesowen 



OAKHAM, Oakham Road 

This IMPOSING & HANDSOME, SIX BEDROOM, DETACHED RESIDENCE comprises: Porch, Hall, 
Sitting Room, Dining Room, Conservatory, Splendid Gloss Kitchen, Guests W.C, Two Modern 
Bathrooms, Driveway, Garage & OUTSTANDING REAR GARDEN. EPC: C 


SEDGLEY, Wolverhampton Road 

EXTENDED, gas centrally heated, part double glazed 3/4 bedroom detached constructed 
circa 1925 in Arts and Crafts style'with CONSERVATORY & magnificent grounds. Benefiting 
from two storey extension (office/relative suite with entrance) comprising; hall, cloakroom, 
sitting room, through living/dining room, vestibule, conservatory, kitchen, utility room. Two 
bedrooms, bathroom; entrance vestibule with cloaks & further staircase to first floor with 
office/bedroom 3 & shower room. Garden. EPCTBC. SEDGLEY. 


G0RNAL WOOD, Eaton Crescent 

Situated on a fantastic corner position in the extremely popular GORNAL WOOD area of 
Dudley this DETACHED bungalow offers so much. With entrance hallway and garage, this 
DETACHED BUNGALOW also benefits from L-shaped open lounge-diner, kitchen, bathroom, 
TWO BEDROOMS central heating, driveway and enveloped by low-maintenance gardens all 
around the property. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D. SEDGLEY 




£370,000 


Offers in the region of £325,000 


Offers in the region of £195,000 



NETHERT0N, St Peters Road 


STUNNING,TWO BEDROOM, DETACHED BUNGALOW RESIDENCE 
comprising: Hall, Pleasant Sitting Room, Modern Breakfast 
Kitchen, Utility,TWO DOUBLE BEDROOMS, Beautifully Appointed 
Shower Room, STUNNING & BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED REAR 
GARDEN. EPC D 


£190,000 



SEDGLEY, Porthkerry Grove, Brownswall esatate 


ENVIABLY SITUATED! - Appreciably SPACIOUS and conscientiously 
maintained gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed semi 
detached in favoured district. Accommodation provides 
enlarged reception hall, lounge with bay, dining room, store, 
enlarged kitchen, 23ft through lobby. Three generous bedrooms 
(scope to enlarge third bedroom into eaves?), upgraded shower 
room (former bathroom), enlarged garage, delightful sheltered 
rear garden. EPC: D SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £190,000 



KINGSWINFORD, Standhills Road 


With a FULL WIDTH DRIVEWAY and a LARGE LEVEL SUNNY REAR 
GARDEN, this IMPRESSIVE SEMI DETACHED FAMILY HOME offers 
a SPACIOUS layout of WELL PRESENTED accommodation which 
includes a CONSERVATORY extension, and THREE BEDROOMS. 
EPC D 


£159,950 



WALL HEATH/KINGSWINFORD, Barton Lane 


A GENEROUS & EXTENDED THREE BEDROOM END TOWNHOUSE 
with upstairs bathroom, GARAGE and a PRIVATE REAR GARDEN, 
well placed within a sought after cul-de-sac, with walkway 
towards Tesco Kingswinford & Wall Heath School, offering a 
SPACIOUS layout including a ground floor wet room. EPC C 


£144,950 



SEDGLEY, Gorge Road 


APPRECIABLY SPACIOUS! Conscientiously maintained, double 
glazed, gas centrally heated (combi boiler) semi detached 
with distant views over allotments to front in popular 
district convenient for so many amenities. Well presented 
accommodation includes; lounge, store, dining kitchen 
(with double French doors out to the garden), TWO DOUBLE 
BEDROOMS, shower room (former bathroom), delightful rear 
garden, parking to front. EPCTBC. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £139,950 



SEDGLEY, Beacon Lane 


REMARKABLY SPACIOUS conscientiously maintained gas 
centrally heated and UPVC double glazed intermediate home. 
Accommodation provides reception hall, spacious lounge, 
transverse breakfast kitchen with a range of'American walnut' 
effect units, store, outer porch, separate WC. Three generous 
bedrooms, bathroom, good size garden. Distant views from front 
and rear. EPC Rating C SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £132,500 



W00DSETT0N, Duncroft Walk 


A conscientiously maintained freehold gas centrally heated and 
majority UPVC double glazed semi detached with potential 
'tucked away'in quiet backwater overlooking open space yet 
convenient for so many day-to-day amenities. Entrance hallway, 
lounge, transverse breakfast kitchen,'garden room', three 
bedrooms, bathroom; sheltered 'low maintenance' rear garden 
with GARAGE and gated driveway. EPC Rating D SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £126,950 




■ 
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RUSSELLS HALL, Osprey Drive 


This surprisingly SPACIOUS, THREE BEDROOM, SEMI-DETACHED 
HOME briefly comprises: entrance hall, lounge, dining kitchen, 
guest wc, three well proportioned bedrooms, MODERN FOUR 
PIECE SUITE BATHROOM, garage, driveway, and rear garden. 
EPC:D 


£124,950 



NETHERT0N, Halesowen Road 


This IMMACULATELY PRESENTED & ATTRACTIVELY FURNISHED, 
MODERN STYLE,TWO BEDROOM, SEMI-DETACHED HOME 
comprises: Hall, Modern Well Fitted kitchen, Spacious Lounge, 
Contemporary Bathroom, Pretty Rear Garden & Off Road Parking 
to the rear. EPC D 


£123,500 



LOWER GORNAL, Ellowes Road 


A traditional freehold UPVC single glazed semi detached 
for improvement offering tremendous potential set in 
popular convenient district and with good distant views. 
Accommodation includes reception hall, lounge, dining room, 
pantry, kitchen, outer lobby, separate WC, further store, three 
bedrooms, bathroom - delightful sheltered secluded rear garden 
and SIDE DRIVEWAY. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 


Offers in th region of £115,000 



NETHERT0N, Heath Road 



PENSNETT, Primrose Park 




This EXPENSIVELY IMPROVED,THREE BEDROOM HOME 
comprises: Hall, Lovely Sitting Room, STUNNING KITCHEN with 
Dining Area & Integrated Appliances,Three Large First Floor 
Bedrooms, Modern Bathroom, Excellent Driveway, Attractive 
Garden. EPC: 


Set within a secure gated retirement complex, including 
beautifully laid out and maintained gardens/grounds, on site 
manager and COMMUNAL RESIDENT CAR PARKING, this LARGER 
STYLE and DECEPTIVE TWO BEDROOM MEWS BUNGALOW is 
AVAILABLE WITH NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC D 


• • Open viewing Sunday 3rd September 11am-1pmOO A 
STYLISH & INDIVIDUAL FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT set within 
the converted Heritage Buildings, offering a SPACIOUS and 
BEAUTIFULLY APPOINTED layout accommodation, including 
one EXCELLENT DOUBLE BEDROOM. With CAR PARKING and 
remainder of NHBC warranty. EPCC 


SIGNIFICANT POTENTIAL. A traditional, gas centrally heated 
(combi boiler) intermediate terrace for improvement set in 
favoured district convenient for the many amenities around 
Sedgley's Bull Ring comprising; living room, lobby, store, dining 
room, kitchen, bathroom, Two double bedrooms, further box 
room. Delightful rear garden. EPC: E. SEDGLEY 


This WELL ARRANGED & MOST APPEALING, TWO BEDROOM, 
SEMI-DETACHED HOME comprises: Lounge, Spacious Breakfast 
Kitchen, Two Large First Floor Bedrooms, Well Appointed White 
Suite Modern Bathroom, Substantial Rear Garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN! EPC: D 


£114,950 


£99,950 


£99,950 


Offers in the region of £95,000 


£89,950 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 


Follow us oil: f ^0 
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Immaculately 
presented home 
has lots of space 
for entertaining 

DUDLEY 

£154,950 »> 


K.Stuart Swash 



107 TRYSULL ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV3 7JH 


An established residential area with local amenities and public 
transport to hand and easy access to the City Centre. 

An attractive bungalow offering extremely spacious and extended 
accommodation benefitting from gas central heating and double 
glazing. Fully enclosed Porch, Hah, Two Reception Rooms, 
impressive 18ft Dining Kitchen with range of fitted units, 

Two Double Bedrooms, smart white Bathroom, paved entrance drive, 
Garage, fully enclosed Rear Garden EPC: D.64 

Offers around £169,500 invited 


Being immaculately 
presented throughout, this 
delightful modern three- 
bedroomed semi-detached 
house in St Edmund Close, 
Dudley, is for sale at offers 
over £154,950 through 
loveyourpostcode.com 

The kitchen/diner has ample 
space for entertaining. The 
lounge has clean, modern 
decor and patio doors leading 
in to the garden. A downstairs 
W/C completes this floor. 

The first bedroom is a 
double bedroom. The second 
bedroom is a further double. 
The third bedroom is a good 
single. Finally the tidy family 
bathroom suite comes with a 
shower over the bath. 

This home also has a private 
driveway for one vehicle, 
central heating and has double 
glazing. 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 
(01902) 710626 / 424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 


Contact loveyourpostcode. 
com on 0800 862 0870. 




K.Stuart Swash 


| AUCTION 
10th OCTOBER 2017 

Entries to date include: 

Freehold Properties 
Investments 
Ground Rents 

Land with Planning Permission 
for Residential Development 

Further Entries Invited 
Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 

(01902) 710626/424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 



Superb home 
with many 
character 
features 


HALESOWEN 

£325,000 


«< 

A superb detached property 
in a most desirable 
location in Waxland Road, 
Halesowen, has many 
character features. 

A delightful family home, it is 
for sale through Hicks Hadley 
at £325,000 with no chain. 

The property comprises 
a lovely hallway, a lounge, 
a separate dining room, a 
fitted kitchen, a downstairs 
cloakroom/WC, three 
good-sized bedrooms and 
a bathroom with a separate 
shower cubicle. 

The property also has a 
lovely, mature rear garden, 
a driveway, a garage, 
outbuildings, gas central 
heating and double glazing. 

The re-fitted kitchen includes 
a built-in oven, hob and 
plumbing for an automatic 
washing machine and further 
appliance space 

For further information, or to 
book that all important viewing 
to see if this is the ideal home 
for you, contact Hicks Hadley 
on 0121 585 6667 or visit www. 
hickshadley.com 
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This extended 
detached comes 
with up to five 
bedrooms 

WILLENHALL 

£ 220,000 «< 


This extended four/five 
bedroomed detached 
property in Dursley Close, 
Willenhall, lies on the 
popular Brackendale Estate. 

It is now for sale through L&S 
Prestige Estates at £220,000. 

The living accommodation 
briefly comprises of an 
entrance hall, a 22ft x 15ft 
lounge/diner, a spacious 
kitchen/diner, a utility room 
and guest WC. To the first floor 
are four bedrooms, an office/ 
fifth bedroom and a family 
bathroom. The property also 
has double glazing and gas 
central heating throughout. 

Outside there is off-road 
parking to the fore in front of 
an integral garage. To the rear 
is an enclosed garden. 

Whilst the accommodation 
would benefit from 
modernisation in part, the 
property offers excellent 
potential. 

Call 01902 606 595. 



Six-bedroom villa 
style house up for rent 


WALSALL 
£1,400 PCM 


Fraser Wood are pleased to offer for let this 
six-bedroom semi detached villa-style house 
which briefly comprises reception hall, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, utility room, six bedrooms, 
bathroom, en-suite shower room, gas central 
heating, driveway, fore and rear gardens and 
garage. 

The property is available for the reduced rent of 
£1,400 pern. 

The property, in Gorway Road, Walsall, is available 
now unfurnished. 

For more information about the property contact 
Fraser Wood on 01922 707500. 


Wakem 
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23 NASH LANE, BELBROUGHTON 

•Modern two bedroom home 

•Situated close to the centre of Belbroughton 

•Gas central heating and double glazed 

•Ideal for first time buyers or someone looking to ‘downsize’ 

•EPC RATING D 


‘BREWERS WALK’ 
VALLEY ROAD 
UPPER GORNAL 

£182,( 

•Two new build semi detached 
houses 

•Three bedrooms with ensuite 
shower room 

•Spacious accommodation 
•Parking for two vehicles 
•Will be built to a high standard 
•EPC RATINGS TBC 




81 NEW STREET, GORNAL WOOD 

•Traditional style detached house 

•Extended three bedroom accommodation 

•Potential for further enhancement 

•Occupying a wide road frontage with ample off road parking 

•EPC RATING E 


O/A £174,950 


62 WOLVERTON ROAD E495PCM 

DUDLEY 
•End terraced house 
•Two bedrooms 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Convenient location 
•EPC RATING D 



o 



102 PENZER STREET, KINGSWINFORD 

•Much improved & well presented semi detached house 
•Two large double bedrooms, re-fitted bathroom 
•Re-fitted kitchen, living room & conservatory 
•Wide frontage with ample off road parking & garage 
•EPC RATING D 


£155,000 26 OLD PARK ROAD, DUDLEY 

•Traditional style semi detached house 

•Improved & extended three bedroom accommodation 

•Ample off road parking & good sized easily maintainable rear garden 

•Through living room with two separate living areas, extended kitchen 

•EPC RATING D 


£149,950 111 GOODRICH MEWS, UPPER GORNAL 

•Modern end town house 
•Two bedrooms 
•Well maintained & improved 
•Car parking for two vehicles 
•EPC RATING B 


£134,950 



7 REDWOOD AVENUE, DUDLEY 

•Three bedroom semi detached house 
•Well proportioned accommodation 
•Occupying a pleasant & convenient location 
•’L’ shaped rear garden .Mining report available 
I.EPC RATING E 


£125,000 15 BIRD STREET, LOWER GORNAL 

•Extended two bedroom end of terraced house 
•Occupying a convenient corner location 
•Well maintained & attractively presented accomodation 
•Internal inspection is highly recommended 
_ M.FPC rating F ___ 


202 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley 

01384 459999 



108 METROPOLITAN LOFTS 
DUDLEY 


£100,000 


.First floor apartment 


.Mezzanine bedroom 


•Good sized accommodation 


•Secure underground parking 


22 SPRINGFIELD GROVE E440PCM 


•One bedroom 
•Gas central heating 
•Shared car parking 
•EPC RATING C 


now require more properties 
to let. Competitive package 
with no upfront costs Quality 
respectable tenants. 
Friendly Managing Agent 
Reputable service 



wakeman-onhne.com 
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ROAD TEST 



Competent and practical family SUV 


By Anthony Martyn 

At a glance, the changes to the X-Trail 
seem rather limited. A light nip-tuck has 
refreshed the SUV’s exterior, while the 
cabin has also had a bit of work done. 

Available as either a five- or seven-seater, 
the X-Trail should prove a popular choice with 
families who regularly have to cart groups of 
children around. 

Improved safety features will also add to the 
big Nissan’s appeal, as will the new ProPilot 
autonomous drive technology that the 
Japanese manufacturer will be rolling out on 
the model from autumn 2018. 

While the new X-Trail may not look too 
different from the model that it replaces, you’d 
still be hard-pressed to call it unattractive 
or dated in its appearance. Sure, it’s not 
especially beautiful to behold, but it’s still 
handsome in an understated fashion. 

Higher-specification models make use 
of much more chrome brightwork around 
the exterior, which immediately lend the 
X-Trail a more upmarket image, while its 
front-end gains a more imposing version of 
the ‘V-motion’ grille that also appears on the 
smaller Qashqai. 

Similar to the exterior, the interior doesn’t 
exactly blow you away with how plush and 
luxurious it is, but it’s still a well-appointed and 
comfortable place to be. The top-of-the-line 
Tekna model that we tested featured heated 
leather seats, satellite navigation and a new 
Bose stereo system. 

Nissan sells the X-Trail in both five- and 
seven-seat configurations, meaning there’s 
no shortage of passenger space. Yes, adult 
passengers won’t find the third row of seats 
incredibly appealing, but children should 



There are five and seven seat options 


be more than comfortable back there. The 
second row offers a great deal more space, 
and is far more suited to larger passengers. 
There’s plenty of head and legroom, meaning 
two adults should be able to sit in comfort 
over longer trips. There is a middle seat, too, 
but squeezing a third adult passenger in isn’t 
a hugely recommendable idea. 

In five-seat configuration, the X-Trail offers 
up a 565-litre boot with the seats in place. 

Fold the middle row flat, and this will increase 
to 1,996 litres. A hands-free boot means 
access to the rear is now even easier - all you 
need to do is wave your foot underneath the 
tailgate and it will pop open, perfect if you’ve 
got your hands full with a heavy shop. 

As well as putting the X-Trail through its pace 
on the road, the test route also included a brief 
off-road section. On this rough, loose surface, 
the X-Trail was plenty of fun. The suspension 
dealt with the ruts, bumps and craters that 
made up the gravel road incredibly well - 
with only the larger imperfections making 
themselves felt in the cabin. The X-Trail’s 
four-wheel drive system also meant you could 
plough on with plenty of confidence. 



The new Nissan X-Trail is handsome in an understated fashion 


Off the track and back on the regular road, 
the X-Trail further impressed. Despite its heft, 
the SUV managed to remain surprisingly flat 
through faster corners, and well-weighted, 
direct steering meant you could turn in to 
corners with confidence. 

As far as pricing is concerned, an X-Trail 
in the entry-level Visia specification will set 
you back from £23,385. This will get you the 
basic 1.6.-litre petrol engine with a six-speed 


manual gearbox and a five-seat layout. The 
most expensive model in the X-Trail range 
is the Tekna specification with the most 
powerful 2.0-litre diesel engine, seven seats 
and the XTronic automatic gearbox. This 
specification includes standard features such 
as full LED headlights, heated front and rear 
seats, and a premium eight-speaker Bose 
audio system. 

According to Nissan, the new X-Trail is a car 


that will appeal to families who lead active, 
outdoorsy lifestyles. Thanks to the new SUV’s 
practical layout, powerful diesel engine 
and capable four-wheel-drive system, the 
Japanese manufacturer won’t be too wide 
of the mark here. Its comfortable road and 
reasonable fuel economy means it should 
also prove popular among families who 
regularly embark on holidays that involve a 
great deal of driving. 


P^..Ngw Car? 


www.expressandstar.co.uk 


MNA 


Fabulous Ford features 
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Hills Ford have new 66 plate 
Fords at the very best prices 


NEW CAR OFFERS 


USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEW S & ROAD TESTS 


Follow us on Twitter @drivetimeES 
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Aiming high with supermini Wraps off new Citroen C3 


































































































ROAD TEST 
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Kia makes bold effort with Cee'd GT 



The GT is fun, competent and offers reasonable value-for-money which out it in contention as a class leader in this particular niche 


By John Griffiths 

It’s not difficult to see the attractions of a 
performance hatchback: a combination of 
sports car-like driving dynamics and family 
car practicality. 

Some have become icons in their own right 
like the Golf GTi, Ford ST, Leon Cupra and 
Honda’s Civic Type-R to name but a few. 

That makes it hard for newcomers to edge 
their nose into the fray but Kia is making a 
bold and appealing effort with its sporting 
flagship, the Cee’d GT. 

It’s perhaps best described as a ‘warm’ 
hatch rather than a full-blooded ‘hot’ machine 
but combines more reasonable costs with 
impressive real-world performance. An 
excellent chassis makes for excellent handling 
(and it’s fun, too) but that doesn’t come at the 
expense of a harsh ride - it’s more civilised 
than extreme. 

The £24,010 car’s engine is pretty 
remarkable too, turning out 201 Ps of power 
and - thanks to turbocharging - a hefty 
265Nm of torque. Enough to take you from a 
standstill to 62mph in just 7.3 seconds. 

Official average fuel consumption is 
38.2mpg (laboratory tests) which is 
reasonable for a car of this power potential. 

My ‘real world’ test result in an average 
34mpg. 

The turbo increases the standard 1,600cc 
engine’s output by 51 per cent and torque by 
61 per cent but that isn’t the only benefit. 

This latest version produces maximum 
torque at lower revs (1,500rpm) than 
its predecessor for slightly quicker but 
smoother, more linear acceleration up to the 
limit. It feels effortless, civilised and particuarly 
quiet - although you can switch on the new 
noise generator (an electronic device) for a 


more growly, sporting sound if that’s how the 
mood takes you. Regulations prevent the use 
of old-fashioned growly exhausts that can be 
heard outside the car. 

It’s switched on by pressing the ‘GT’ button 
on the steering wheel which also changes the 
speedo from an analogue to a digital display, 
with torque and turbo gauges as well. 

This best of two worlds engine really defines 
the Cee’d: it cruises for the most part at a near 
silent 2,000rpm but put your foot down for a 
quick overtake and it surges forward on a very 
convincing wave of power and torque. The 
benchmark 37 to 60mph overtaking sprint 
takes just 5.4 seconds and the job’s done. 

The chassis has the same dual personality, 
too. The sports suspension, while firm-ish, as 
you’d expect, it is well damped so you don’t 
feel the worst some of our bumpy B-roads 
can offer. It also helps to keep you accurately 
on your chosen track on such roads, without 
discermible body roll and no signs of under 
or oversteer. Add sharp steering and it’s a 
rewarding experience for the keen driver. 

This latest Cee’d flagship comes with new 
18-inch alloys shod with grippy 225/40 low 
profile tyres. Bigger disc brakes all round have 
reduced stopping distances, too. 

The interior is a pleasant place to be, 
with room for five adults:the rear seats are 
quite generous and there are stylish and 
comfortable leather and suede Recaro sports 
seats in front. Trim includes high gloss black 
and chrome highlights. 

As you’d expect of the flagship of the range, 
the specification is comprehensive, as indeed 
it is for its sibling - the three-door procee’d 
GT which is £500 cheaper, as it’s essentially 
the same car but with three instead of five 
doors. 

Equipment upgrades on this latest GT 


include an MP3 compatible DAB radio as part 
of a six-speaker audio system, a new seven- 
inch display screen for the satnav, traffic 
messaging and reversing camera. 

The sports-style ‘D’ shaped leather steering 
wheel has a comprehensive array of finer/ 
thumb remote controls, for communications, 
audio, speed limiter and cruise control, 
among others. Also standard are electric 
windows and mirrors, dual zone air 
conditioning, heated front seats and steering 
wheel, and rear privacy glass. 

All Cee’d and Pro_cee’d models are easily 
recognisable by their unique ‘ice cube’ design 


LED driving and fog lamps below the main, 
wrap-around headlights. But the two GT 
versions are also distinguished by a lower, 
broader bumper and air dam and larger 
centre air intake, as well as twin exhausts at 
the rear. 

Body styling touches as new sill mouldings, 
the bigger wheels, aluminium pedals and red 
brake calipers also point to the car’s potential 
and character. 

In engineering the new Gts, Kia hasn’t 
tried to rival some of the establish track day 
favourites but instead produced a pair of 
cars which offer real-world performance 


in a fun but civilised manner. It comes at 
considerably less cost than some of those 
more focussed rivals, too, along with a full 
seven years/100,000 mile warranty which is 
not be to sneezed at. 

The GT is fun, competent and offers 
reasonable value-for-money which put it in 
contention as a class leader in this particular 
niche. 

If you want a turbocharged Cee’d but don’t 
have pockets deep enough for GT land, for 
around £3,500 less you can have the three 
cylinder, 118Ps model in sportily-themed GT 
Line specification. 


VW confirms production 
of all-electric Microbus 




Volkswagen has confirmed that 
it will be putting its all-electric 
Microbus into production. 

Making the announcement at the 
Concours d’Elegance in Pebble 
Beach, California, Volkswagen 
CEO Herbert Diess said that the 
Microbus “unites past and future as 
well as Pebble Beach and the Silicon 
Valley”. 

It is due to hit dealerships in 2022, 
and will come as the second vehicle 
in the compact I.D. range behind a 
compact hatchback. 

Diess added: “After the 
presentations at the global motor 
shows in Detroit and Geneva, we 
received a large number of letters 


and emails from customers who 
said, ‘please build this car.’ 

“The Microbus, which is what 
the Bulli is called in America, has 
always been part of the California 
lifestyle. 

“Now we’re bringing it back by 
developing Volkswagen’s next 
e-generation and by reinventing the 
Bulli as an electric vehicle.” 

Though Volkswagen hasn’t 
disclosed much about the layout 
of the van, it has said the batteries 
will be mounted in the vehicle 
floor - most likely for better weight 
distribution. 

The electric motor’s compact 
size also means that the Microbus 


has short overhangs and a long 
wheelbase, maximising space 
inside. 

Diess said: “The vehicle therefore 
looks like a short compact van on 
the outside, even as it offers the 
generous interior space of a large 
van.” 

Volkswagen also said the I.D. Buzz 
will also be available with Level 3 
autonomous capabilities, meaning 
that ‘safety critical’ features will be 
controlled by the van, though the 
driver is still able to pilot the vehicle 
should they want to. 

However, they do not have to 
monitor the road ahead in the same 
way as with Level 1 or Level 2. 



Halesowen Autos 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 




s: 

2010/10 Volvo XC70 2.4D [ 175] 

Diesel SE 

5dr 2WD Auto Estate, 75k miles,White, Beige 

Leather, Sat Nav, FSH, Stunning Example 

G10995 / Monthly G222 


2012/12 Ford Grand C-Max l.6TDCi 
Diesel Titanium 

7 Seater, ONLY 26k miles, Blue, Integrated Dog Cage, 
S/H, Superb Condition 

G9995 / Monthly G203 


2010/10 Ford S-Max 2.0 TDCi 140 
Zetec 

Diesel 5dr Automatic 7 Seater,4lk miles, Grey, 

Alloys, Air Con, S/H, Excellent Family Car 

G9995 / Monthly G203 

iz 

2009/09 Audi A4 2.0 TDI Diesel 143 

SE 

5dr Auto Estate 88k miles, Black,Alloys,Air Con, 
E/Windows, S/H, Excellent Condition 

G8995 / Monthly G183 

| 

2011/11 Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi 
SRi 

Diesel [160] 5dr Auto, ONLY 15k Miles, Grey,Alloys, 
Air Con, FMDSH, Superb condition 

£7995 / Monthly £164 


2009/59 Mercedes C250 CDI 
BlueEFFICIENCY Diesel Elegance 

89k miles, Grey, Full Leather, Alloys, E/Windows, S/H, 
Excellent Condition 

£7995 / Monthly £164 

Li 

201 I/I 1 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S 

TDCi 

Diesel 3dr, 58k miles, Red, Alloys, Air Con, 

E/Windows, S/H, Excellent Condition 

£5995 / Monthly £124 

I a’. j- 

2013/63 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 Energy 

5 dr, 24k miles, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD Player, S/H, 
Excellent Condition 

£5995 / Monthly £124 

|C.- 

2008/58 Fiat Bravo 1.9 Multijet 

Diesel Dynamic 

5dr, 61 k miles, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, E/Windows, S/H, 
Excellent Condition 

£2995 / Monthly £66 


EZ 

2013 VolkswagenT30 HLine LWB 

5 Seater Camper 2.0Tdi Diesel 182hp, 27k miles, Lots 
of Mods, Featured in VW Mag, Stunning Condition 

£37995 / Monthly POA 


2013/63 BMW 3 Series 320d SE 

Diesel 

5dr Step Auto,White, 41 k miles, Full Leather, Sat Nav, 
E/Windows, S/H, Superb Condition 

£15995 / Monthly £320 


2009/59 Land Rover Discovery 4 3.0 
TDV6 Diesel HSEAuto 

One Owner, Silver, Full Leather, Sat Nav,Triple 

Sunroof, S/H, Superb Condition 

G14995 / Monthly £301 

EZ 

2010/10 jaguar XF 3.0d V6 Luxury 
Diesel 

4dr Automatic, 48k miles, Indigo Blue, Grey Leather, 

Sat Nav, E/Windows, S/H, Suberb Condition 

£13995 / Monthly £281 


2005/54 Land Rover Defender 90 

TD5 

74k miles, Green/White Roof, Snorkle, Side Windows, 
S/H, Excellent Condition 

£13495 / Monthly POA 

S_ 

2013/13 Honda CR-V 2.2 i-DTEC 
Diesel S 4WD 

5dr, One Owner, 58k miles, Blue, E/Windows, FMDSH, 
Superb Condition 

£12995 / Monthly £261 

E 

2010/10 Ford Focus 2.5 ST-2 

3dr, ONLY 12k miles,White,Alloys, Nav System, 
E/Windows, S/H, Stunning Example 

£12495 / Monthly £252 


2011/11 Audi A5 2.0TDI 4WD 

Diesel Quattro S Line 

2dr Coupe, 68k miles, Grey, Black Leather,Alloys, Sat 
Nav, S/H, Excellent Example 

£12495 / Monthly £252 


2008/08 BMW Z4 2.01 Sport 
Convertible 

2dr, ONLY 10k miles, Red, Black Leather,Alloys, 
E/Windows, E/Hood, S/H, Excellent Condition 

£10995 / Monthly £222 


Monthly figure calculated with 10% Deposit / Finance Example: Price £9995,10% deposit £1000, Amount of credit £8995, Flat rate 6.1 %, 13.5% APR, 
60 Monthly payments of £203.25, Total amount payable including fees £13195 (Subject to status) 

FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE I 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 
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Blinds4Le$$ 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


oXt LJH „. 

Carpentry 


A fully qualified, 
professional carpenter 
with 25 years experience. 

Kitchens • Bedrooms 
Decking • Floors • Doors 
Windows and much more 


For a free quote 

01384 259243 
07772 024612 


Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE AND 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


WE HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 

01384911383 

Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
iV* >■ www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

^ Mobile: 7887 520599 



Driveways 


Gardening 


^ ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD j 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, CHy 
ml _ Halesowen B63 2QB _ ftjg 


IM> 
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Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
1 Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - - 


mbelectric. co.uk 



Fencing 


HIMLEY 

fertt&f 


Gardening 






Comercial & Domestic 


* 

Sandyfields 



Driveways & Patios 


Tree Felling 
Root Removal 
Hedge Trimming 

Wood Chipping I- 

Pruning & Shaping 
Landscaping 
Fence Installation 


Sheds **22 
Also Shed 

r Refe,ts w^#£jk *2 

Prices start from £60.00 per bay 
Includes: Heavy duty concrete post 
• Gravel Board 
• FREE no obligation quotes 
Fully Insured • Three year warranty 

Call 07871 793 677 or 
01384 863284 


Foot Health Practitioner 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


PROVENCLEAN 

« 0 


Professional oven 
cleaning services 

Reliable, local and 
independent business 
Have your oven restored to 
near showroom condition at 
an affordable price 
Call 01384 732132 
E: info@provenclean.co.uk 
W: www.provenclean.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 



/ central Heating & Boilers 

/ power Flushing 

/ Boiler Servicing & Repairs 

/ Kitchens & Bathrooms 

'SSZ'SXs*-! 




raw 


mem 


wd for all other offers 





Roofing 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving, Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available J 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 


Free Quotation Online 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdcdriveways.co.uk 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Checka 



Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



M: 07768 392 009 T: 01902 882 115 

www.sandyfields.co.uk 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


GORNAL TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

• Conifers reduced & trimmed 

• Crown reductions • Tree Felling 

• Turfing • Fencing • Hedge Trimming 
»Jungles & gardens cleared 
» Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified 
»Stump removals 


Need someone to 
cut your Nails? 




ROOFING SERVICES 


• Filing 

• Nail cutting 

• Split nails 

• Optional extras such as 

h hand/foot massage and 

/v nail paint 

* • An AFFORDABLE service 

for all those who need 
help 

Look after YOURSELF by taking care of your FEET 
Use Birmingham’s Registered Nail Carers 


Your Local Nail Carer is: MRS TERESA WILLIAMS 
Nails cut/filed/hard skin: £15 FOR A HOME VISIT 
Book direct on: 07848102497 

Email tresinia1960@gmail.com 


1 


07860i 


HOME VISITING SERVICE 

PRICES 

Nails cut/filed/hard skin smoothed/moisturised 
First appointment (to include individual nail care kit) £20 
Re-Books: Single £15 or £13.50 each for a couple 

For 3 people or more at same location 
eg. Sheltered or Residential Housing: £12.50 each 

Fingernail cutting and lower limb massage option for small 
extra charge, please ask for details. 


For further information visit: 

www.bhamnailcare.co.uk 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


ROOFING 


✓ Slating 

✓ Tiling 

✓ Flat Roofs 

✓ Guttering 

✓ Soffits 

✓ Fascias 

✓ New Roofs 






































































































Plumbing 

NEED A PLUMBER OR JOBS 


DOING AROUND THE HOUSE? 


Give Ian a call 

I fit Bathrooms, Outside 
Taps, Flat Pack, etc 


Outside Tops Supplied 
& Fitted ONLY £55! 




FREE QUOTES 


07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 







Loft Ladders £ 1 ^ A 
fitted from “ *4'' 

■ ■ will inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Luke on 

07779 118807 or 
01384 833025 

Iukejs248@gmail.com 




like our 
brand new 
facebook 


any like 
for like 
quote 

( I I 

■man 


Electricians 


o 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Electrical 


gswinford Lir 


ited 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 1 6 Years Experience 


+— -*sr,01 384 278471 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 



Place your items for sale with great 
offers from the Express & Star and 

reach over half a million people*. 

We don’t have any hidden fees, expensive delivery charges 
or commission payments - just a great service, at great value 
for money enabling you to buy and sell locally. 

Contact us today to place your advert 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 
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Buy Local, Sell Local 


ClassifiedAds 


Classified Ids 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


I Lower Gornal 01902 8800401 




ARE YOU MAKING PLANS 
FOR YOUR WEDDING DAY 

Exquisite long white dress. 
10/12. Was £1,200. 

Veil was £150. 

Handmade headdress was 
£90. 

Four bridesmaid chiffon 
dresses aqua marine, 
sizes 12 to 16. 

Were £175 each. 

All Never worn. 

Perfect condition. 

All for £700 or sold separately 
to requirements. 

01746 710675. 



Capitol Mobility 

Showroom in Bath St., Bilston 


MOTABILITY DEALER 

OVER 25YRS SALES / SERVICING 
IN WEST MIDLANDS. 

NEW/USED SCOOTERS, STAIRUFS, 
ADAPTIONS WHEELCHAIRS / MOBILITY AIDS. 


01902 409929 

www.capitolmobility.co.uk 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I -“- \ 
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Leisure 

Time 




2006 COLCRAFT 48 FT. 


NARROW BOAT 

Fully refurbished. Sleeps up to 
four people. Ideal live aboard or 
for pleasure. Viewing highly 
recommended. Potential 
mooring options available. 
£48,500 ono. 07982 907708. 



A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARAVAN for sale, fleetwood 4- 
berth mover, awning, Tyron bands, 
no smoking, no pets, many extra’s. 
£6,500 ono. 01902 304785. 


DAMON CHALLENGER 
MOTOR HOME 

2002 . 

Extended side, sleeps six, 34 ft 
long, 6.5 litre turbo diesel 
engine. Automatic gearbox. 
Fully serviced, MoT June 2018. 

Approx 55,000 km, own 
generator, air con. 

£22, 750 ono 

Tel 0121 520 5318 or 07580 
886112. 


2 BED STATIC CARAVAN 

Mid Wales. Lovely views, lawn, 
two fishing pools. 20 minutes to 
coast. Rent included for 2017. 
Dogs welcome. No age limit on 
caravans. 

£7,500. 

07555 303350. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 


LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN/ 

Motorhome for you and get the best 
possible price. Severn Valley 
Leisure, DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 


This Thursday 
and every 
Thursday 
6am - 2pm at 


f Mill Lane, 

Saredon WVIO 7LJ 
Tel: 07831 192 118 


COL’S CAR 
BOOT & MARKET 
OPEN EVERY 
WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 

Open Bank Holiday Monday 
at Himley Bypass, B4176 
Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 
@colscarboot 
OPEN ALL YEAR 



RECORDS/CDS/MEMORABILIA 

wanted & sold 50s -90s+ record 
shop wolves wvl 3hl 07760168972 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


what’s on 


"N 

antique fairs 


ANTIC U E/COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Comm Centre, Sun 3rd Sep¬ 
tember (inc postcards) (also 
Bromsarove every Fri) EST 1979 
Waveriey. Next Book Fair Sun 17th 
Sep. Stalls available for all. Home 
made refreshments. 0121 550 
4381 


holidays 


"N 

caravan sales 

\_ 

A CHOICE OF CARAVANS FOR 

sale from £1995 to £6995, acces¬ 
sory shop, service, repairs,storage. 
Severn Valley Leisure Stourbridge, 
DY8 4HP 01384 390183 

www.severnvalleyleisure.com 

\ 

travel abroad 

V___ 

READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



■\ 


massage 


CHINESE MASSAGE traditional, 
‘Hot Stones’. 01902 903659, 
07741 696099. Compton WV6 8AF 
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Home & 
Services 



HSL CHAIR 


Linton Grande dual rise and 
recline chair. Fabric boucle. 
Armcaps. Woot teak. As new. 

£750. 

01902 700935. 


OLD CHARM DINING Table, four 
chairs, bookcase, £120. Pine table, 
chairs, stools, £75. mid brown, TV 
cabinet £30. Call 01384 827709. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



HUSOVARNA 46INS ride on 
mower, new and unused. 

£2,500. 

01743 718939. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


LEVI DENIM WEAR Good condition. 
May suit Market Trader, car booter. 
Various sizes. £75 the lot. 

01384 869664. 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS / 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


OMEGA WATCHES 
WANTED 

By Collector. 

In any condition. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Please call KEN anytime on 
07984 047597. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any old Crash magazines wanted, 
also any old your Sinclair maga¬ 
zines wanted. 01902 892918. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 



r 

service 

□ 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


Furniture 




V. 


aerials 




r\r\ b bbi 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL- 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 

Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 

Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 

ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 


01902 31919 


Classifiedilds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

CLEAR VISION AERIALS Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 

V___ 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07795 651050/07801 746853. 

" " 'N 

building services 

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 

domestic ^ 

i cleaning | 

CLEAN folioi 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163804. 

domestic repairs^ 
i & services 

SAME DAY Low Cost Repairs. 
Washers, Dryers Electric Cookers. 
12 mths guarantee. 07850 355552. 


-V 

drain clearance 

V ___ 

ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 

driveways & ^ 

V _ patios _ 


CRETE BY DESIGN 

Concrete Imprinting 


• BLOCK PAVING • TARMACING 
FREE QUOTES 

01902 489633 (day) 
or 01902 604187 (eve) 


electrical 
i services 


A BARGAIN PRICED house re-wire, 
fuseboards etc. Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 

ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

fencing 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend 
them to anyone! They 
have done a very 
professional job with 
my website so I get 
online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


01902 31919 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^.1-IHTlA^. 
Sat 8am -12noon JriyrJ/M® 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


ACE FENCING. A better quality 
panel. Supply/fit. Free quote: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9DU.01902 723910 

gardening ^ 

V services 

A LANDSCAPING & GARDEN SERVICE 

Regular Garden and Grounds 
Maintenance. Fencing. 
Jungles cleared & restored. 
Garden tidy-ups. New lawns laid. 

FREE ESTIMATES 
01902 683607 or 07939 634708 


1ST TREE AMD TURF 

All aspects of Landscaping, Tree 
Surgery, Block Paving, Fencing 
and Turfing. 

Call Gary on: 01902 443069 
or 07742 430513 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 

B arden. 25 years experience. Call 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 
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Classified Ads 


01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

a Landlord certs. 

/ All areas covered. 
/safe 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 



m 

1 average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 

1 am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 

For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 

\ 

house clearances 

v 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

painters / N 

^ decorators 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 

No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 

LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 

\ 

pest control 

v 

WASP NESTS DESTROYED £50. 
Bed bugs, all insect pests. 
Telephone John on 01902 743458. 

\ 

plumbers 

v 

G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 

plumbing & 
heating 


THANK YOU 


CLASSIFIEDS! 



If 1 A 


“We are really 
happy with 
our Classified 
advertising 
package and 
the business it 
brings us.” 


Martin - Centra Heat 


01902 31919 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 
01902 403823 07811 855231 


"\ 

plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

; \ 

plastering 


m PLASTERING 
HI I & RENDERING 

FREE quotes 8c all work 
guaranteed. 

07526 593701 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments. Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


-\ 

removals 

v___ 


A CHEAPER REMOVAL 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL REMOVALS. 

FULLY INSURED. 7 days. 

01902 89 49 16 
07807 77 30 35 


o 



KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 


AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 


We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 


07966 281957 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CENTRA 

HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in September t&c apply 

A 

* 

ir 

01902 845211 

/sQ, 


roofing 


SF ROOFING 
r& GUTTERING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


WH ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

A backed bargain, slate, tile, flat, 
lead work, fascias and gutterwork, 
Free Quotes 

Call: 01902 561434 or 
07792 817062 

E:whroofingcontractor@mail.com 


The Complete 
Roofing 
Specialist 

Flat Roofs, Tiled Roofs, 
Fascias, Soffits & 
Guttering 


[T5F 


www.firstdirectionroofing.co.uk 

0800 024 6151 


rubbish removal 


Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 



CASTLE SKIP HIRE 

Mini, Midi and Large Skips. 
GRAB HIRE 

01384 237577 
01902 405745 
07719 671845 


AT M&M SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 

0800 619 0189/07904 915016 


SsmsiMSB 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 
STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

T7 

tiling 


BOBS HOME INTERIORS 

Wall and floor Tiling 
Bathrooms Fitted 

FREE ESTIMATES 

bob2granger@gmail.com 

07480 141537 

www.bobshomeinteriors.co.uk 

'N 

upholstery 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 


FREE 


THANK YOU 



“I am very happy with 
my Express & Star and 
Chronicles Advertising 
Campaign, also by 
using the local directory 
on expressandstar.com 
we are seeing benefits 
from visitors to our 
website.” 

Gary Downes - 
Bilston Upholstery 


01902 31919 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 




ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 

WEBLEY AND SCOTT Premier Mk2 
22 air pistol, unused condition, orig¬ 
inal box and packaging, collectors 
item, £290 o.n.o. 07730 870018. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Hews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 

GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 


JACKAPOOS Puppies, dogs. 
£250 

07926 743751. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 

LOLATen month old Staffie 
Cross. This lovely girl is very 
friendly and loves people. She 
is good with other dogs, enjoys 
her walks and has a lovely 
nature. 

MOLLYThree year old mostly 
black cross breed, good with 
children, people, lovely kind 
nature. Must be an only dog. 
BRUCE Six year old Daschund 
cross Jack Russell, black and 
tan, lovely friendly little boy. No 
Cats. 

For more information please 
call Carol on 01588 676106. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


business 

directory 


■> 

accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 

commercial " 
V premises 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 


6 

Property 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

ONE BED furnished flat, kitchen, 
bathroom, parking, gardens, one 
mile to W-ton. 01902 883037. 

SMART SINGLE ROOMS in Shared 
house, Netherton. £85 p.w. inc. 
bills. No DSS. 2 weeks deposit. 
07940116130. 



GROUND FLOOR 
APARTMENT 

Two bedroom, situated in the 
village of Penn, large parking 
area, rear garden, 

£111,000 ono. 

01902 331155. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


properties wanted 


of purchase pnce 


WE PAY 100%f 

FAST4 Your House CAJ 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 




ttvn r^nmn rannm 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



For great business results call 

01902 319 191 


THANK YOU 
CLASSIFIEDS! 

“I am really pleased 
with the response I 
get from my Classified 
Advertising! 

Our directory page on 
expressandstar.com has 
generated extra activity 
on our website.” 

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified ids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Ad Wit Suq ^Ipm '%<m& 

YOUR PRICE, flexible terms 

Call/Text Mary on 

07767 135 043 
01384 686 050 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica- 


A 


Jobs 


SALES / ORDER PICKER / 
PACKER required full tirr 


Hill area. No agencies. Send 
CV to: office-enquiries @ 
machinespares.net 


# # # 


50% OFF 

VIDEO OIHIS 

VIDN ADVERT m£349 
C0IP9IATEVIDE9 in £399 

quote ‘offer50’ 


www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA DIGITAL 
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Classified Ads 41 



FILL 

YOUR NEXT 
VACANCY 
FOR ONLY 

£59+vat 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

• 5 line advert (18-20 words) 

• Two night package in 
Express & Star on 
Thursday and Saturday 

• One week in local 
Chronicle of your choice 

• Four week listing on 
jobs.expressandstar.com 


For more information call 

Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 or email: MNA Recruitment 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


Senior Accountant 

French Ludlam & Co Ltd - Kingswinford 

We are a well-established firm of Chartered Certified Accountants and 
Auditors. Due to recent growth levels we are now looking to recruit an 
experienced Senior Accountant. 



The candidate will join an existing client team and will be looking after a 
diverse portfolio of clients. The successful candidate should have a good 
experience of accounts and tax preparation. 

They will have direct client contact and personally develop these relationships 
including working from the Client’s premises when required. 

The candidate will also enjoy the challenge of developing the existing team 
and supporting the more junior members of staff on their career paths. 

REQUIREMENTS 

ACCA Qualified or Qualified by Experience. 

Experience of working with accounting software’s IRIS and Sage. 

Self-reliant and self-motivated 

Good IT skills and knowledge of Microsoft and other accounts packages 
BENEFITS: 

Competitive Salary 
Family Friendly policies 
Onsite parking 

Please email Cv to john@frenchludlam.co.uk Or post to:- French Ludlam 
& Co Limited, 661 High St, Kingswinford DY6 8AL 


Motoring 





CITROEN XSARA X 


FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi 

2004. 

97,000 miles. 

12 months MoT. Some history. 
Metallic green. 

Heated front screen. Towbar. 
Clean. 

Slight clutch rattle at tick over. 

£450. 

01902 276738. 



Express & Star 


1.4 5DR HATCHBACK 

Manual petrol, 1999, red, 12 
months MoT, new tyres, new 
exhaust, only 48,000 miles, 
very economical, remote 
central locking, good condition, 
lady owner. 


LANDROVER FREELANDER 

2002, 1.8 petrol, silver, 104K 
miles, MoT March 2018, alloys, 
new catalyst, one lady driver 
from new, used daily, 

£400 ono. 


£650 ono 


0121 556 8199. 


A QUICK AND EASY 
WAY TOFILlI 
yourvacancy!1 


07756 985242. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BARGAIN 


MINI ONE CONVERTIBLE 


MUST BE SEEN 


PEUGEOT 307 
DIESEL 1600 MANUAL 

2006. 

Nice and clean. 

£775. 

Call 01384 638641. 



SUZUKI SWIFT 


1994, 10,350 miles, white, fsh, 
long MoT, auto. One lady owner 
from new, no rust and in very 
good condition. 

£850. 

07469 316569. 


MUST BE SEEN 


TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 

2005, 5dr hatchback. 

2 lady owners from new. 
full MoT, recently serviced. 
Service history. 
Immaculate condition. 
£1,850. 

07467 562680. 



VW PASSAT SE1.9TDi 
SALOON 


4dr, automatic, diesel, 2003 
(53), 50mpg, blue metallic, 
MoT, new tyres, alloys, 2 x 
remote keys, 103,000 miles, 
SH, new cam belt, towbar, 
excellent condition. 

£1,250 ono. 

07756 985242. 



AUDI TT QUATRO 
CONVERTIBLE 

51 plate. 

225 bhp. 

New MoT. 

Top spec interior. 
Multi changer CD. 
68,000 miles from new. 
£2,800. 

07930 969031. 



BMW 3181 


2011, 79,000 miles, black, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, MoT, central locking, 
CD, leather interior. 

£5,900. 

07906 423081. 



Call the Recruitment Experts on 
01902 319227 to find out more. 


3Dr, 55 Reg., in red, 
only 60,000 miles, 
former lady owner, 
full 12 months MoT, 
stunning condition. 


54 reg. 

11 months MoT. 
Very good condition. 
New battery. 
Recent service. 
Must sell. 


2006, 2400cc, Auto, 61,000 
miles, metallic blue, electric 
mirrors, heated seats, air con, 
alarm, long MoT, central 
locking, cruise, stereo, CD, 
sports, leather interior, service, 
MoT history, 


Part of Express & Star Ltd 


MNA Media 


Only £895. 
07963 464780. 


£1,250 ono. 
07527 031128. 


£2,350. 

07835 188469. 



2004, 139000 miles, MOT to 
Jan 2018, Elegance trim, Full 
leather, Climate, Sat nav, 6 CD, 
Full history, Just serviced, 
Excellent condition, 

£2,950 

01562 730897 or 


07563 795191. Holy Cross. 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4SRi 

2012, 3dr, white, 
42,000 miles, 
usual SRi refinements, 
fsh, MoT June 2018, 
lady owner, 

new car, reason for sale, 

£4,250 ono. 

07855 370328. 



MINI COOPER 1.6 


2005, service history, 
blue, panoramic roof, 
all electric, MoT, 
realhead turner. 

£2,500. 

07946 383970. 



MINI COOPER 


2003, mint condition, MoT, 
green, four new tyres, just 
serviced, history, fab car, 
drives as it should. 

£ 2 , 100 . 

01384 261951. 


(leave message) 



MINI COOPER SOHO 


LIMITED EDITION 

2011, petrol, 41,000 miles, 
white silver, chilli pack, cruise 
control, fsh, last service August 
3, 2017, Bluetooth and DAB 
radio. 

£7,500 ono. 

07888 649483. 



VAUXHALL ASTRA 


2009, 42,600 Miles, convertible 
grey, abs, electric windows, air 
bag, electric mirrors, alarm, 
long MoT, full Vauxhall s/h, 

£2,800 ono 
07940198062 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 

R reg. Alloys. MoT. 
46,000 genuine miles. 
New tyres. 

New CD/radio. 
Great condition, 
Superb interior. 
£400. 

07488 236404. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 

2006, silver, 



WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £20 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



BMW ADVENTURER 


2002 
sat nav, 
full luggage. 

£2,500 o.n.o. 


01384 378129. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



clutches / brakes'' 

^ / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

Renault Scenic, Vauxhall 
Zafira, Renault Clio, 
Ford Focus & KA 
and MANY MORE!! 

Ring for quotes 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 
anytime 

' ^ 

spares/parts 


THULE HIRE & SALES 

Roof Boxes, Roof Bars and Cycle 
carriers. Best Prices. Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 WV6 OLE 


9 

Local 

Information 



f AUDREY FAULKNER A 

UNKNOWN, LATE OF NETHERTON, 
DUDLEY, DIED THERE ON 
22 FEBRUARY 2016 

The kin of the above named 
are requested to apply to 
BVD, P0 Box 2119, Croydon 
CR90 9QU. DX: 325801 Croydon 51 
or at www.gov.uk/bonavacantia, 
failing which the Treasury Solicitor may 
take steps to administer the estate. 


m 

Government 
. Legal Department 


CATHERINE MARY 
WEBSTER (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
Wyncroft House 16 Moss Grove Kingswinford 
West Midlands, who died on 17/06/2017, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 03/11/2017, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

WALDRONS SOLICITORS 
813 High Street Kingswinford 
West Midlands DY6 8AD T509825 
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Personals 





★ ★★ 
EASY GOING 
PENSIONER 

N/S seeks attractive retired 
lady for long term travel 
adventures through Europe. 

Box Number P20921 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 
GENUINE, ATTRACTIVE, 
SLIM MAN 

54, caring, GSOH, WLTM 
genuine lady, 40-58 for 
Friendship, fun days and 
evenings out, cosy nights in. 

Box Number P20920, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SEDGLEY 

Have you a Sister, Julia, living in 
Torquay. 

We met at a bus stop in 
Totnes. 

I would like to contact her 
please, if possible. 

Box Number P20922, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



IGXDK 

LOOKING FOR 
M A BARBER 


low mileage, 56,562. 
MoT till May 2018. 
Seviced every year. 
Very clean. Reason to sell, 

£1,600. 

07980 435999. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


Born August 29, 1972. 

Box Number P20925, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
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0O0Q 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



: Cashmere Mix Jumpers 


Only £20.00 Was £60.00 


Sizes (to fit chest): S (36-38”), M (39-42”), 

L (43-44”), XL (45-48”), XXL (49-50”), XXXL (51-52”). 


BVK7S33LE 

BVK7S34LE 

Lemon 

BVK7S33GN 

BVK7S34GN 

Green 

BVK7S33GA 

BVK7S34GA 

Garnet 

BVK7S330L 

BVK7S340L 

Olive 

BVK7S33SL 

BVK7S34SL 

Shadow 

BVK7S33SK 

BVK7S34SK 

Sky 

BVK7S33GY 

BVK7S34GY 

Grey 

BVK7S33NY 

BVK7S34NY 

Navy 


Beautifully constructed blend of 95 per cent cotton and 5 per cent cashmere. 
Perfect lightweight warmth - great for layering over a shirt. Choose crew or 
v-neck. Machine washable at 30°C. 



Churchill Handmade Leather Slippers 


Only £32.50 Was £60.00 Buy two pairs for £50 


tr 


Our luxurious Nappa leather slippers are handcrafted to exceptional standards, providing you with warmth, 
comfort and durability. For mornings and weekends spent about the house, opt for the leather lined outdoor 
mule. Its robust man-made sole means you can step outside to pick up your morning paper without a 
second thought. Available in sizes: 5-14. 



Waist 


29 & 31” 


Dark Olive 


: Corduroy Trousers 


BVT7S09WN Wine 


BVT7S09OL Dark Olive 


BVT7S 09NY Navy 


BVT7S 09TP Sand 


The quintessential gentlemen’s trouser, our 11-wale 
cords provide the perfect foundation for work or 
weekend. Featuring a comfortable, classic fit, they are 
beautifully constructed from tough and hard wearing 
100 per cent pure cotton. These versatile trousers are 
available in a choice of four seasonal colours. 


Machine washable at 30°C. 


Samuel Windsor 


Only £32.50 Was £60.00 



Only £15.00 Was £50.00 


Made using a distinctive weave pattern, our 100 per cent 
cotton twill shirts are slightly thicker than traditional shirts, 
but without too much additional weight. With a lightly 
textured finish, they feel every bit as good as they look and 
feature a relaxed cut, matching buttons and patch pocket 
detail. 


Short-sleeves 
BVS7S15CF 
BVS7S15PB 
BVS7S15BE 
BVS7S 15LL 
BVS7S15NY 
BVS7S15BL 


Long-sleeves 
BVS7S16CF 
BVS7S 16PB 
BVS7S16BE 
BVS7S 16LL 
BVS7S 16NY 
BVS7S16BL 


Cornflower 

Pebble 

Berry 

Lilac 

Navy 

Blue 


Samuel Windsor 


Cotton twill shirts 


Machine washable at 30°C. 


Sizes (to fit chest): S (up to 37”), M (38-41”), L (42-45”), XL 
(46-49”), XXL (50-52”). 



Cornflower 


Pebble 



Berry 



Lilac 



Navy 



Blue 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 


*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 75862 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week 

expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 22nd May 2017 and 22nd August 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (75862), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i im~ni i i i in i i ii i i i scn/m srm/m a rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 


CODE(S) 


QTY 


SIZE 


POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

Standard 

Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, 

Channel Islands, 

Items marked 

Items marked 

Items marked 

P&P 

Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Scilly Isles & Ere 

■•UK 

■#PH 


£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£9.95** 

£19.95** 

£24.99** 


PRICE 


TOTAL 


POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


**Due to product weight and courier 
limitations we are unable to deliver 
outside mainland UK, to Scottish 
Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range, express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 
















































































































Windies test proves a 
big hit for Edgbaston 


CATERING sales were the highest ever for a non-Ashes Test at Edgbas¬ 
ton as England beat the West Indies in three days. Warwickshire’s ground 
hosted the first day/night Test in England recently 

Warwickshire County Cricket Club chief executive Neil Snowball praised 
the efforts of everyone involved. Edgbaston handled 70,000 spectators 
across the three days of play, recording sell-outs on the second and third 
day. 

“One of the primary reasons for playing this Investec Test match in day/ 
night conditions was to support England in preparation for this winter’s 
Ashes. However, to become the first UK venue to stage such a fixture has 
been an honour and builds on our reputation for innovation. 

“We also recognised the commercial opportunity and estimate that total 
ticket sales increased by 25 per cent as a result of the change in format and 
increased marketing. Hospitality sales were also ahead of forecast and our 
merchandise sales were up 30 per cent,” said Mr Snowball. 


New-look triathlon 


entry date revealed 


ATHLETES looking to take part in next year’s Staffordshire Ironman - 
saved thanks to a change of location - can soon register online. 

The Ironman 70.3 event, which has been in the county since 2015, was 
left without a home after the Shugborough Estate, where the race was 
based, said it would no longer play host. Staffordshire County Council had 
said the event, which has previously attracted celebrity names such as chef 
Gordon Ramsay, would remain in the county but concerns were raised it 
might have to be scrapped if a home could not be found. 

However, it has been revealed the race will be based in Stafford town 
centre, with the athlete village, expo, second transition area, run course and 
finish line all being based there. The move will see a change to the run with 
a second transition area located at Riverway and course will also consist of 
three laps in and around the town, finishing in Market Square. 

The bike course will undergo some minor changes. 

For more details visit www.ironman.com/staffordshire70.3. 


City club marking 


its golden birthday 


A HISTORIC sports and social club is celebrating its 50th anniversary next 
month. The Old Wulfrunians Club was originally established in 1951, when 
the original members met in rooms above Barclays Bank in Queen Square, 
Wolverhampton. 

The group was eventually able to commission the building of a pur¬ 
pose-built new clubhouse on the sports ground owned by the club, which 
opened on September 1, 1967. 

Fifty years on and the club is now home to cricket and football teams of 
all age groups, with a newly-formed snooker team. 

The anniversary event, which will have a 1960s theme, will begin at 
7.30pm. People are invited to bring along any photos or memorabilia re¬ 
lating to the club. 

Club members would love to see as many old friends as possible to remi¬ 
nisce and celebrate. For more information, call 01902 761410 or visit www. 
oldwulfruniansclub .co.uk. 
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Denise Lewis competing in the Women’s Heptathlon 100m Hur¬ 
dles at the Olympic Stadium in Athens in 2004 



Denise on track to shake 


up exercise for children 





Denise has joined forces with Change4Life Denise in another excerpt, showing the fun of exercise Denise with some of the youngsters in the videos 


Denise says exercise should be fun, with balloons a must 


AFTER helping present the BBC cover¬ 
age of the World Athletics Champion¬ 
ships, former heptathlete Denise Lewis 
has turned her attention to something 
even more important - getting the na¬ 
tion’s children active. 

The Olympic gold medallist, who grew up 
in Pendeford, Wolverhampton, has joinedwith 
Change4Life, Sport England and Disney to en¬ 
courage kids to try 10 Minute Shake Up, a se¬ 
ries of 10-minute games and activities to help 
them towards the 60 minutes of physical activi¬ 
ty it’s recommended children do every day. 

Just 23 per cent of boys and 20 per cent of girls 
meet this recommended activity target. 

The West Bromwich-born mum-of-three, who won 
heptathlon gold at the 2000 Sydney Olympics, says: 
“Being active isn’t just for Olympians, it’s something 
that everyone - no matter their age, ability or inter¬ 
ests - can and should take part in. 

“It’s alarming so few boys and girls are hitting 
their physical activity target, so we want to kick-start 
children into being more active. The focus is running, 


SP0RHNG FEATURE 


By Lisa O’Brien 


jumping, throwing, catching and co-ordination - the 
basics, hence why I got involved.” 

Children are more likely to be active if their par¬ 
ents are. The 10 Minute Shake Ups offer fun activi¬ 
ties inspired by an array of Disney characters. “The 
activities are very simple and the whole family can get 
moving together,” explains Denise, aged 44. 

Denise tries the Shake Ups in a short video in which 
she is coached by a seven-year-old girl. “The kids in 
the video wore me out,” says the sporty mum, who 
has a daughter aged 15 and two boys, eight and 11. 

A survey by Public Health England and Disney 
found 57 per cent of children said they were more 
likely to be active if their parents were - although 
the main motivation for kids was having friends join 
in (53 per cent). “The real challenge is children who 
don’t have active parents - how do you get those guys 
involved as well?” Denise adds. 

Denise suggests the key is to make activity easy at 
first, hence the bite-size, 10-minute chunks parents 


can join in with - for example, playing simple balloon 
games. “Just 10 minutes sounds do-able to anybody. 
You can fit it into your day,” Denise says. 

Activity also helps psychologically. The survey 
found being active made the majority of those aged 
five to 11 feel happier (79 per cent), more confident 
(72 per cent), and more sociable (74 per cent). 

And while Denise admits it would be ‘fantastic’ if 
the 10 Minute Shake-Ups put children on the path 
to becoming top athletes, that’s not really what the 
programme’s about. 

“If we get an Olympian out of this, I would love 
it,” she says, “but this is about the bigger picture of 
having exercise and activity as part of your lifestyle.” 

And 17 years after winning Olympic gold, activity is 
still very much part of Denise’s life. She runs, cycles 
and does circuits and weight training. 

“I exercise now for that space in my mind - and also 
so I can maintain my jeans size!” she admits. 

Denise is optimistic about British sport’s future: 
“There are a lot of positive role models for young 
women, inspiring other women to want to get in¬ 
volved. That’s a great antidote to the negative images 
I see, like the selfies girls my daughter’s age take - it’s 
all they seem to think about. Let’s get them thinking 
about being active instead.” 



Express & Star 


Final whistle 
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Heading in 
the right 
direction 

Rushall 1 Stourbridge 2 

TWO headed goals in the opening 10 
minutes from Leon Broadhurst helped 
Stourbridge to all three points in this 
hard-fought local-derby in the Evo-Stik 
Premier. 

Rushall will rue some slack defending 
for both goals and, despite enjoying a 
greater share of possession in the second 
half, they lacked any real penetration to 
break down the Glassboys’ rearguard in 
front of 522 supporters at Dales Lane. 

There was a home debut for new sign¬ 
ing Andre Landell while the visitors 
fielded three former Olympic players in 
their line-up - Aris Christophorou, Jack 
Duggan and Aaron Forde. 

Christophorou was booked in the first 
minute, for bringing down Stan Mugi- 
sha, but the visitors created the first op¬ 
portunity when Josh Green’s shot was 
wide. 

However, a minute later the Glass- 
boys were ahead when Leon Broadhurst 
headed home a corner - and moments 
later he repeated the feat with a carbon 
copy of the first goal. 

Trialist 

The early goals had put the visitors 
in control and another move down the 
left saw Walsall trialist Jordan Archer’s 
shot blocked and then the striker drove 
another shot over the bar. 

The home side began to get back into 
the game and two minutes before the 
break were awarded a lifeline when 
Danny Waldron turned the ball home 
following determined play from Mugisha 

At the interval, Dominic Dell was in¬ 
troduced into the action to replace Liam 
Lawrence and the substitute almost 
marked his arrival with a goal, but his 
20-yard shot flew inches past the post. At 
the other end, Archer headed Murphy’s 
cross wide and, as Rushall hit back, Wal¬ 
dron headed straight at Gould. 

With 13 minutes remaining, the vis¬ 
itors almost made the game safe but 
Dan Crane pushed Danny O’Callaghan’s 
header on to the bar. 

The home side pressed for an equal¬ 
iser but two headers from Zak Lilly were 
high and wide and shortly afterwards 
the final whistle went to signal the end 
of a closely-fought local derby. 

Stourbridge 0 Marine 2 

Stourbridge were left with that sink¬ 
ing feeling as the Merseysiders com¬ 
pletely outplayed them in the first half, 
going in front after just 90 seconds. 

Striker Danny Mitchley, who proved a 
constant threat, whipped in a low right- 
wing cross which Glassboys goalkeeper 
Matt Gould failed to hold and Marine’s 
James Murray was on hand to ram 
home. 

Stour striker Ryan Rowe rifled over 
after being set up by defender Paul Mc¬ 
Cone after 13 minutes following a rare 
sighting on Marine’s goal, but it came as 
no surprise when the lead was increased 
on 38 minutes. Mitchley was again the 
architect, gliding too easily past defend¬ 
ers before his initial shot was blocked, 
but the ball fell kindly for Murray who 
made no mistake at the second attempt. 


Halesowen ready for promotion push 


A BUMPER weekend of Bank Holiday cricket 
saw Halesowen move smoothly into third place in 
Division Two with three games to play. They’re 
now closing in on second-placed Pershore and the 
sides will meet on the last day of the season. 

On Saturday Ed Kilbee (131), Hassan Qaumi 
(76) and Jamie Harris (49 not out) were chiefly 
responsible for Halesowen’s 303 for four victgory 
over Sutton, who crumbled to 140 all out, in re¬ 
sponse, as Masharaf Shazad took 4 for 34 and 
Eddie Rhodes took 3 for 43. 

On Monday Wombourne took a beating as once 
again Kilbee (100) despatched the Wombourne at- 


Cricket 


tack to all parts as Halesowen won with 25 overs 
to spare chasing 153 thanks to Rhodes (4-32) and 
tight bowling from Richard Broker and spin twin 
Shazad. 

Halesowen skipper Richard Brooker is well 
satisfied with the band holiday weekend’s work, 
saying: “We are handily placed and that’s a good 
feeling. 

“Win or lose, cricket is all about playing to a 
plan making sure the five bowlers know their jobs 
at key parts of the power plays and the batters bat 


in long periods when the fielding restrictions are 
in play. We have done that and if we continue in 
that vein then we will have a chance of promotion 
in the last game, maybe even before, who knows?” 

He added: “The most important part of this 
period is being consistent, calm and confident at 
critical points in the game and repeating it over 
and over. 

“That is the hallmark of a good side and at the 
moment we seem to be doing that but I am sure 
there are still plenty of twists and turns to come.” 

Meanwhile the second team suffered two de¬ 
feats at the hands of Himley and Wolverhampton. 


HEATHENS KE 
HOPES ALIVE 


EP 



Cradley’s Tom Perry led from the front with a full 15-point maximum as his men delivered at Monmore 


PATCHED-UP Cradley kept 
their slender National League 
play-off hopes alive with a vi¬ 
tal 56-34 win over the Belle Vue 
Colts. 

Skipper Tom Perry had labelled this 
one a must-win and led from the front 
with a full 15-point maximum as his 
men duly delivered at Monmore. 

“It was a meeting we definitely needed to win 
and it was good for myself to get 15 points, so I’m 
very happy with that,” said Perry. “They are all 
must-wins and now we must keep on going for 
the rest of them.” 

Victory looked a tall order for Cradley with 
Connor Coles standing in for Danny Ayres, ab¬ 
sent on compassionate leave, and the Heathens 
running rider-replacement for the injured Rich¬ 
ard Hall. 

But the Colts, the league’s pacesetters, also 
had problems, as Dan Bewley’s injury for the 
senior side against Wolves earlier in the evening 
ruled him out. Former Heathens favourite Jon 
Armstrong took the No.l racejacket and gave his 
usual polished performance. 

Battle 

Then Belle Vue lost Rob Shuttleworth to a back 
injury after a first-ride fall and with Jack Smith 
- three meetings in one day - inevitably fading as 
the night wore on, Cradley had just too much for 

the visitors. 

Perry won a splendid heat six battle against 
Smith while Coles likewise in the next race 
against Armstrong. Those efforts established the 
platform and from there Cradley were untrou¬ 
bled. 

Perry was immaculate, sneaking inside Arm¬ 
strong and Smith on the back straight in heat 13 
to take his fourth success before rounding the 
same pair to win the final race, while Coles and 


Joe Lawlor offered excellent backing and Conor 
Dwyer again proved a trump card at reserve. Vic¬ 
tory was secured with three races remaining _ so 
the dream lives on. 

Cradley: Tom Perry 15, Joe Lawlor 13 + 1, 
Conor Dwyer 12+4, Connor Coles 9 + 1, Luke 
Harris 7+1, Lewis Whitmore 0, Richard Hall R/R. 

Belle Vue: Jon Armstrong 12+2, Jack Smith 
12, Andy Mellish 6+2, Luke Woodhull 4+1, Ben 
Woodhull 0, Rob Shuttleworth 0, Lee Payne R/R. 


Meanwhile, red-hot Wolves turned up the heat 
on their play-off campaign with a 49-41 win over 
title rivals Belle Vue. 

A bumper Monmore Green crowd basked in 
the sun as the Parrys International Wolves leap¬ 
frogged the Aces into second spot in the Premier¬ 
ship. Swindon remain well clear at the top, but 
team boss Peter Adams’ men, who have now 
taken 19 points from their last seven league fix¬ 
tures, will be delighted with their evening’s work. 


Bragoli sees 
red in right 
Royals c ash 

Halesowen Town 0 Sutton Coldfield 2 

HALESOWEN TOWN slumped to a 
fifth defeat in six Evo-Stik Premier 
games after conceding goals at the start 
of each half in Monday’s 2-0 defeat to 
visitors Sutton Coldfield Town. 

The hosts made a dreadful start when 
Aaron Birch exposed their defensive 
frailty by smashing past goalkeeper 
Dan Platt down the centre in the second 
minute. It could have been worse for 
Yeltz but Nathaniel Kelly’s header was 
cleared off the line from a sixth-minute 
Sutton corner. 

As the game became more even, 
Luke Shearer’s 20th-minute effort was 
hacked clear by the Royals’ defence and 
Asa Charlton headed just wide after Lee 
Chilton floated over a free-kick two min¬ 
utes later. Matters worsened for Hale¬ 
sowen when Danny Bragoli was shown a 
straight red card for a poor challenge on 
James Beresford on the stroke of half¬ 
time. 

The Royals soon wrapped up the game 
with a second goal when substitute Niall 
Flint’s shot was parried away by Platt 
into the path of Malachi Lavell-Moore, 
who was on hand to slot home in the 
54th minute. 

Zac Martin almost added a third goal 
but his shot on the turn hit the under¬ 
side of the bar and Platt saved the day 
with a good 75th-minute block from 
Gurjit Singh after Kyle Morrison gave 
the ball away. 

Roland Agbor and Shearer battled 
bravely up front for the 10-man Yeltz, 
but the hosts lacked the quality and 
confidence to cause any real danger. The 
result left Halesowen second-bottom of 
the Premier Division table. 

Buxton 2 Halesowen Town 1 

Halesowen saw their efforts go unre¬ 
warded after a battling display in Derby¬ 
shire. The visitors were up against it just 
four minutes into this Evo-Stik Premier 
encounter when the hosts opened the 
scoring, Curtis Morrison putting Bux¬ 
ton ahead. 

The Yeltz were rocked on 21 minutes 
when skipper Asa Charlton had to be 
helped off after a clash of heads. Eight 
minutes later Liam Hardy made it 2-0 
for the home side. 

Halesowen were back in it on the 
stroke of half-time when Chilton’s cross 
saw Buxton’s Joe Maguire head into his 
own net. Agbor was unlucky not to bag 
an equaliser on 75 minutes when an 
overhead kick went over the bar. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 



The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, August 31,2017 
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ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 

www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 
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LIKE FOB LIKE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

For more information call 



0800 085 8518 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 
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Congratulations 
to Class of 2017 on 
their GCSE results 

Well done to all of our 
pupils anu staff ^ 


Open Evening 

Thursday 21 September 2017 
5.45pm - 8.30pm 

Principal's speech - 
6.00pm and 7.00pm 

Open Morning* 

Friday 22 September 2017 

9.15am- 11.00am 

Tours by appointment only 
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"It was a great experience to go to 
another country with my mates 
and have a good time skiing. 
Hopefully I can use my skiing 
skills for my GCSE P.E assessment." 

Alex, Year 9 


* 




April Garratt MA BEd(Hons) 

Principal 


I (4 j Welcome to 

Hiilcrest School 


Hiilcrest is great! We have a team of dedicated teaching 
staff who are highly - qualified and experienced. The 
school is committed to investing in the recruitment of 
quality staff. It is only through them that we can deliver 
the best results for our pupils, their parents and the wider 
community. 

Our whole educational focus and vision is about allowing 
every child a good education. Here at Hiilcrest we 
provide a stimulating, well developed and caring 
environment. This fosters and encourages in our 
students aspiration, progress and achievement. Don't 
take our word for it, here are some external agencies who 
have recently reviewed our school and given us awards. 
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Inclusion Quality Mark Award 

"During the Centre of Excellence Review I was able to 
see the school at work and I was able to experience 
first-hand the inclusive ethos and culture that is 
embedded in the school and in everything its highly 
professional staff do; it is ingrained and is tangible to 
all who visit." 

CPD Mark 

"Hillcrest Campus is vibrant, enthusiastic and friendly, 
with a real sense of commitment to the learner and 
all stakeholders. There percolates from the Principal, 
through the Leadership team and into the classroom, 
the belief that the school should provide the best for 
the learners." 


Basic Skills Quality Mark 

"Staff seen were enthusiastic and firmly committed 
to raising achievement, demonstrated that they 
know attainment data well and respond quickly to 
changes in summative and formative data." 

Equalities Award 

"Having demonstrated your commitment to equality 
- the first school in Dudley to attain the award." 


Leading Parent Partnership Award 

"Staff are accessible and supportive - always willing 
to go the extra mile." 
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"Sports day was the best. 

Everyone got to cheer or celebrate 
even if their team lost or won." 

Tanya, Year 7 


The heartbeat of our school 


We have enjoyed considerable success in art, 
dance drama and music both inside and 
outside the classroom. As a team we pride 
ourselves on the arts provision in place for our 
young people and see this as an important 
factor in raising standards of achievement and 
pupil confidence across the whole curriculum. 
Hillcrest also ensures all pupils have the 
opportunity to attend a theatre trip paid for by 
the school as part of the Arts Award. 


Hillcrest School and Community College 

Simms Lane, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 OPB 
01384 816500 - www.hillcrest.dudley.sch.uk 






